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USA:
-------------------------------------------------------------

29th March 2000

_Libraries create paedophiles, 'expert' testifies_

Washington -- Public libraries are a hotbed of on-line
pedophile activity and must therefore be forced to
install Internet censorship software on their public
computers, psychotherapist Mary Anne Layden told a
Congressional Committee on Children and Families which
convened Tuesday.

"What is happening in our public libraries is a national
scandal," she said gravely. After a few hours' on-line
perusal, "paedophiles can leave the library with
messages and become carriers back to their jobs, their
homes, onto the streets and into the schoolyard," she
claimed.

"Libraries have become the new red-light districts," she
said, and this atmosphere of "intellectual permissiveness"
makes it impossible for her to treat her patients
effectively, she lamented; but she offered not one item of
factual data establishing a causal relationship between
access to library computers and crimes committed in the
real world, or any data on the frequency of such outrages.

Layden also excoriated continual "interference" from the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).

Ranking Committee Member Christopher Dodd (Democrat,
Connecticut) was not so well persuaded. "I live down the
street from my library in East Haddam, Connecticut, and
they've got a wonderful children's section there. Knowing
the people who run that library... the idea that some
national organisation would tell them what their policies
ought to be, well, I would dare them to suggest it."

The US Supreme Court, in a 1997 review of an Internet
pornography issue involving the Communications Decency Act,
ruled that "governmental regulation of the content of
speech is more likely to interfere with the free exchange
of ideas than to encourage it. The interest in encouraging
freedom of expression in a democratic society outweighs
any theoretical but unproven benefit of censorship."

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------------

31st March 2000

_Prosecutors at odds over nude photos case_

OBERLIN -- Across the country, people have said Oberlin mother
Cynthia Stewart should not be charged for taking nude photographs
of her 8-year-old daughter.

But one of the first to say so was the Oberlin city prosecutor.

Even more surprising, he's listed as a potential defense witness
if Stewart goes to trial in May over the pictures.  Police
contacted Oberlin Prosecutor James L. Walsh last summer after a
photo lab alerted them to the pictures of Stewart's daughter. He
decided not to file charges, so county prosecutors took it to a
grand jury instead.

"I didn't feel or see that there was a violation of criminal law,
said Walsh, who also is a professor at Oberlin College. "But
that doesn't mean that one doesn't exist.  "These are cases of
opinion, and they are hard cases to decide upon. At what point
in time should the state get involved in raising a child?"

Stewart, 48, delivered film of her daughter last summer to the
Discount DrugMart in Oberlin, which forwarded the photos to the
Fuji Processing Plant in Mansfield.

Workers there notified police about photographs of Stewart's
daughter naked in the bathtub.

Oberlin police took the photos first to Walsh and then to
Lorain County Prosecutor Gregory A. White's office, and
Stewart was indicted in September on charges of pandering
obscenity and illegal use of a minor in pornography. If
convicted, she could be sentenced to 16 years in prison.

Stewart said the photos were an innocent attempt to document her
growth and playfulness of her daughter, who turns 9 today.

----------------------------------------------------------------




Poland: legal:
----------------------------------------------------------------

March 28th 2000

_President refuses to sign anti-porn law_

WARSAW, Poland -- President Aleksander Kwasniewski refused
to sign a sweeping anti-pornography bill into law Monday
because of fears that it would be unenforceable and
damaging to Poland's credibility, aides said.

Kwasniewski's aide, Jolanta Szymanek-Deresz, said the
president decided to veto the bill because he believed it
went so far that it would have been ignored, damaging the
prestige of the state and of the law.

Opponents of the bill, including Kwasniewski's allies in
the opposition, said it was unenforceable and went
overboard in limiting freedom of expression.

It also was opposed by Solidarity's junior coalition
partner, the Freedom Union, in part because it left to the
courts the decision of what constitutes pornography.

The bill had called for fines and prison terms of up to two
years on violators. In cases involving child pornography,
five-year prison terms were proposed.

The proposed bill was widely seen as another effort by the
Catholic Church to influence Polish politics. The church
stirred controversy in the early 1990s by pushing through
legislation introducing religious classes in public schools
and a strict abortion ban.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: legal: civil rights:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_Supreme Court annuls police power to search_

March 27th 2000

WASHINGTON -- The Supreme Court has sharply curtailed
police power to rely on anonymous tips to stop and search
people. The unanimous ruling Tuesday was a victory for
civil rights organizations.

The court's unanimity caught some legal experts by
surprise. Over the past two decades, a series of
conservative-led rulings dramatically narrowed protections
offered by the Constitution's Fourth Amendment ban on
unreasonable police searches and seizures.

"This was a slam-dunk victory for individual rights," said
James Tomkovicz, a University of Iowa law professor who
represented the American Civil Liberties Union and other
groups in a friend-of-the-court brief attacking searches
based on anonymous tips.

The case being judged involved a firearm, but the court
made clear the ruling covers other anonymous tips about
people. But the decision stopped short of saying whether
anonymous tips can spark lawful police searches when "the
danger alleged ... might be so great as to justify a
search even without a showing of reliability."

Allowing searches "would enable any person seeking to
harass another to set in motion an intrusive, embarrassing
police search of the targeted person simply by placing an
anonymous call," the court said.

----------------------------------------------------------------



Italy: legal:
----------------------------------------------------------------

30th March 2000

_Playing 'footsie' is no crime_

Earlier this month, the Italian Court of Cassation (the
Supreme Court) gave a judgement which ruled that
playing "footsie" is not a crime, and so a male teacher
should not have been sent to prison for 25 days for
stroking the leg of a female pupil with his foot under the
table. This was not "a manifestation of sexual instinct",
the court decided.

----------------------------------------------------------------



Japan: legal: adopts USA definition of 'abuse':
----------------------------------------------------------------

March 31st 2000

_Child Abuse definitions changed_

Japan has toughened its child abuse laws in recent
years. Until March 1998, only obvious injuries such as
bruises constituted abuse. But the government has since
adopted the USA's broad definition that includes
psychological abuse, neglect, sexual abuse other than
incest, even "lack of affection".

Incest is not considered a crime in Japan unless a
complaint is filed by the child, or the child's "legal
representative" which includes parents, guardians and
lawyers.

Japan has also imported USA-style "mandatory reporting"
rules, obliging anyone who has suspicions of child abuse
to report it to special counseling centers in each
prefecture, which must conduct an investigation.

The number of abuse cases reported to social service
agencies has risen more than sixfold since the government
began collecting statistics: from 1,100 cases annually at
the beginning of the 1990s to 6,932 cases for the year
ended March 31, 1999, the latest statistics available from
Japan's Ministry of Health.

However, the police reported only 120 cases of child
abuse in the calendar year 1999 - approximately one case
per million people in Japan. Critics suggest the remaining
6,800 reports were either false or made only because of
the new mandatory reporting rules.

----------------------------------------------------------------



USA: paedophile register
----------------------------------------------------------------

31st March 2000

_N.J. acts to list pedophiles on Internet_

The Legislature and Governor Whitman on Monday moved to
place detailed profiles of all New Jersey child molesters
and other sex offenders on the Internet, even as Whitman
acknowledged the measure is probably unconstitutional.

To get around that obstacle, Whitman also proposed
changing the state's constitution to specifically reduce
the amount of privacy pedophiles get. His proposed changes
in the law would also obliterate distinctions between
high-risk and moderate-risk offenders.

At least 15 other states already put the names of sex
offenders on the Internet for public consumption. The state
Supreme Court has upheld the state's register on the
condition that only members of the public who come in
contact with offenders learn of their whereabouts.

Whitman and several legislative leaders want to change that.
They acknowledge the state's high court would not uphold
their proposed expansions in the law. But a constitutional
amendment, if approved by the Legislature and the voters
in a referendum, could tie the court's hands.

Whitman declined to endorse a separate proposal to expand
notification beyond sex offenders to other convicted criminals.
She said pedophiles and other sex offenders are more likely
to recommit a crime.  Critics said no scientific research
supports that claim.

"Governor Whitman once again... is lying to the public,"
said Jack Furlong, an attorney who has represented sex
offenders in several high-profile challenges to the state
law.  "God forbid they hold legitimate hearings and collect
the data. God forbid they engage in anything remotely
resembling scientific research."

Furlong predicted federal courts would scuttle any
Internet notification bill, perhaps even before it is
enacted into law. Even if the Legislature and the governor
use a state constitutional amendment to get around New
Jersey's Supreme Court, the U.S. Third Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia will step in, he said.

Civil libertarians and other critics also predicted that
the electronic distribution of sex offender profiles would
backfire, encouraging more offenders to live in the
shadows, rather than give accurate information about
themselves to state authorities.

In Connecticut, where the state provides sex offender
profiles on a Web site, fully one-third of the offenders
provided false addresses to hide from vigilante attacks,
said Sgt. Paul Vance, a spokesman for the Connecticut
Department of Public Safety.

The state Assembly on Monday approved the bill, 55-0.
Many Democrats abstained from the vote, however, after
Assemblyman Wilfredo Caraballo, D-Essex, questioned how
members could approve a measure they knew to be
unconstitutional. Republicans were unconcerned; many left
their seats during debate on the bill, or talked among
themselves.

Whitman is prepared to go even further than the Assembly.
She announced that her office has drafted its own bill that
would make information available about all 4,000 sex
offenders registered in New Jersey. The bill approved Monday
would exclude information about low-risk offenders, but
Whitman's proposal would even allow the public to learn about
them as well.

The two competing proposals may spark some legislative
wrangling, but leading Republican lawmakers predicted some
form of legislation will become law by summer.

A proposed constitutional amendment requires support from
two-thirds of the state Assembly and Senate, as well as
public approval in a ballot initiative.

----------------------------------------------------------------



USA: legal:
----------------------------------------------------------------

31st March 2000

_New law triples sentences for pedophiles_

Denver -- Gov. Bill Owens today signed into law a bill
tripling prison sentences for those convicted of
being child sex offenders.

Under HB 1239, a pedophile can expect to spend 36 years in
prison instead of the current 12 if he or she is convicted
of a class 3 sexual felony. Judges would be required to
impose the maximum sentence.

The bill also requires that local law enforcement officials
release the names of sex offenders to any resident who
requests it.

---------------------------------------------------------------




France: internet: civil liberties and privacy:
----------------------------------------------------------------

28th March 2000

_EuroISPA slams French Web register plans_

The French Parliament could force Web page owners to
register their personal details with the state, in a bid
to impose accountability on the Net.

The proposal was parachuted into the second reading of a
new law set before the lower house of the French Parliament
last week as part of a freedom of communications bill.

However, the bill does not specify that it affects only Web
pages. The fear is that it could also include anyone who
writes anything on a message board or chat room.

Those who fail to register their details - or who give
incorrect details - risk up to six months in prison or
E7000 (4250 UKP / $6800 US) in fines. French consumers using
hosting services abroad would not be required to undertake
this potentially cumbersome procedure.

Industry body EuroISPA fears it could be the thin end of
an extremely divisive wedge. A spokesman said: "This has
got tremendous scope for going wrong."

In particular, EuroISPA is concerned that the proposal was
introduced without any industry consultation. And while
ISPs will not be required to police the new system, there
is nothing in the bill to limit liability of ISPs for
policing, nor any guarantee that ISP will not have policing
duties imposed on them in the future.

EuroISPA president Cormac Callanan said: "ISPs are at the
forefront of the fight against illegal content on the Web -
actively participating in the setting up of hotlines and
'notice and takedown' procedures.

"Given the French ISP industry's exemplary record in this
regard, it is particularly disappointing that their
government appears bent on disadvantaging them in this
way," he said.

Ironically, if the new law is introduced later this year
without amendment it may backfire on the legislators. For
it would make it simpler for French Web authors to rent
Web space in the USA - in 1995 a US Supreme Court decision
upheld the right to anonymous speech - so destroying the
fledgling French Internet services industry.

----------------------------------------------------------------




UK: legal: Freedom of Information:
----------------------------------------------------------------

 [ Of relevance to being able to obtain copies of defamatory
   statements included social-work dept's files, in order
   to mount a legal action... ]

31st March 2000

_MPs warn that 'useless' freedom Bill faces veto_

LABOUR, Tory and Liberal Democrat MPs yesterday
threatened a damaging revolt against the Government's
Freedom of Information Bill.

The powerful cross-party alliance warned Jack Straw that
his proposals were woefully inadequate and could face a
substantial rebellion when they come before the Commons
next week.

----------------------------------------------------------------



UK: legal changes: libel:
----------------------------------------------------------------

  [ Of relevance to legal actions over unsubstantiated
    allegations of paedophilia... ]

March 2000

_Libel actions will become easier_

Changes in the law and related procedural rules have made
it easier to bring claims, particularly if damages are
capped at 10,000 UKP. Claimants can enter into "no-win,
no-fee" agreements with their lawyers. From Saturday, under
the Access to Justice Act 1999, successful lawyers
operating under conditional fee agreements can recover from
defendants not only their normal fees, but an additional
success fee of up to 25 per cent to compensate for the risk
of underwriting the case, plus the claimant's insurance
premium against having to pay the defence costs if he lost.

Also next month the fast-track and summary trial procedures
established by the Defamation Act 1996 come into force. If
you limit your damages to 10,000 UKP, you can have a speedy,
less costly trial by judge alone. Increasingly, judges will
control the conduct of libel actions and, where possible,
deal with actions summarily and without a jury. Reduction of
legal costs will open the doors of the libel courts to the
less well-off. Parties will be encouraged to disclose more
about their case with libel law's belated adoption of
pre-action protocols. But there will be increasing pressure
on media defendants to produce their defence quickly.
Defendants will have to decide whether to contest cases or
pay the modest damages requested.

With their powers under Section 7 of the Defamation Act
1996, courts may take a more interventionist approach on
what words mean and do not hesitate to throw out cases
where the alleged libellous meaning appears convoluted,
albeit untrue. So Jessye Norman's complaint about "Honey,
I ain't got no sideways" and the Neighbours stars Ann
Charleston and Ian Smith's complaint about their heads
being superimposed on a pornographic photo fell at this
hurdle.

The alternative for media defendants is a jury trial. But
juries will, given half a chance, award thumping damages
against media defendants of whom they disapprove. Witness
the recent 105,000 UKP awarded to Victor Kiam against The
Mirror's discredited City Slicker journalists. But the
reverse is true for politicians alleging libel - they
are increasingly likely to loose.

The libel boom may be over but watch for a rise in
conditional fees litigation, fast-track libel claims
and a growth of privacy claims under the Human Rights
Act - where damages may exceed those in libel actions.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: research: internet: children
----------------------------------------------------------------

28th March 2000

_Internet gets an 'A' for schoolwork_

The survey of 1,735 parents and 601 kids by the National
School Boards Foundation and Children's Television
Workshop, out today, indicates schoolwork is among the main
uses for the Internet.

According to the telephone survey, 43 percent of 9- to
17-year-olds say the Internet has improved their outlook
about learning.

Parents also say that increased Internet use isn't
significantly affecting their youngsters' other activities:
85% say kids' reading habits stayed the same or increased;
95% report that kids spend the same amount of time with
family and friends; 88% say kids' outdoor play time has
increased or stayed the same.

One change: 37% say TV viewing decreased once kids began
using the Internet.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: research:
----------------------------------------------------------------

31st March 2000

_New 'Study' Blatantly Misrepresents Sexuality_

WASHINGTON -- Citing major factual errors, Advocates for
Youth's President, James Wagoner, calls a new study on
abstinence-only-until-marriage education by the
Medical Institute for Sexual Health (MISH) flawed and
misleading.

The study claims that abstinence-only-until-marriage
education is the most effective.

"This 'study' is based on misinterpretation of fact and
blatant misrepresentation of sexuality education programs,"
said Wagoner.

"In fact, one program that MISH touts as a successful
abstinence-only program actually included contraceptive
access as a key component for reducing teenage pregnancy.
The program, The School/Community Intervention in Denmark,
SC, focused both on delaying sexual activity and on
providing sexually active young people with contraceptive
counseling, services and supplies," he concluded.

"Despite expert findings, despite contradictions in their
own findings, this and other right-wing organizations want
to pour taxpayer dollars into sexuality education programs
that censor vital information about contraception," said
Wagoner.

"Ignorance is nobody's ally in the era of AIDS. What
these organizations must realize is that denying young
people critical information about contraception is
not only naove and short-sighted, but irresponsible and
dangerous," said Wagoner.

Wagoner, also questioned the Congressional allocation of
$20 million in additional funding for abstinence-only-until-
marriage education. "This unrealistic policy is not only
naive and short-sighted, but irresponsible and dangerous,"
he concluded.

The emergency supplemental appropriations bill (H.R. 3908),
which passed in the House yesterday in a 263 - 146 vote,
included an amendment offered by Representative Istook (R-OK).
The amendment provides for abstinence-only-until-marriage
education that legally prohibits any information about
contraception, as defined in section 510(b)(2) of the Social
Security Act.

Advocates for Youth is calling on policy makers to put
ideology aside and increase funding for realistic and
balanced sexuality education.

Advocates for Youth is a national, non-profit organization
that creates programs and supports policies that help
young people make decisions about their sexual health.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: opinion article:
----------------------------------------------------------------

March 29th 2000

_From 'The Constitution-isn't-for-kids' dept._

W.A.V.E [http://www.waveamerica.com], a profit-making
program ramping up in the southern U.S. and soon to go
national, will use Web sites, toll-free numbers, T-shirts
and cash to encourage students to anonymously turn in
classmates they consider depressed or odd - and thus
potentially violent. This horrifically stupid Geek
Profiling would be blatantly unconstitutional if applied
to adults.

According to David Bresnahan, reporting on the WorldNet
Daily site, the new "W.A.V.E" program
[http://www.waveamerica.com] , developed by Pinkerton
Services Group, a division of the international security
firm Pinkerton, Inc. is starting up in North Carolina, and
is soon to go nationwide.

W.A.V.E. offers anonymous toll-free lines for students, who
will be trained to watch for and report "dangerous"
behavior. Every North Carolina school will have free access
to this program, which will include a Web site, classes,
school assemblies and special sessions for parents and
teachers.

W.A.V.E America was created by a North Carolina task force on
school violence working together with Pinkerton. A contact
list of law-enforcement agencies is also being developed
for each school in the state to notify when a tip has been
received by Pinkerton on its nationwide toll-free line.

W.A.V.E joins new software "security" programs like Mosaic
2000, which is being tested in public schools in America to
compile and computerize information on students believed to
be dangerous or potentially violent. This new rat-on-kids
industry is an offshoot of the Geek Profiling anti-Net
hysteria that broke out all across the United States after
the Columbine High School killings, whose first anniversary
is fast approaching.

Despite the fact that horrific incidents like Columbine are
extremely rare, and that the FBI and Justice Department have
both reported that youth violence has dropped to its lowest
levels in more than half a century, the belief persists in
much of America that technologies like the Internet (and
activities like computer gaming) are turning otherwise healthy
school children into mass murderers.

In the lunatic world of American education, and the surreal
aftermath of Columbine, it now seems perfectly reasonable,
even sensible, to suspend and force into counseling
children who are angry, depressed, who wear white, play
to many computer games, or who say intemperate and stupid
things. The W.A.V.E program is not only institutionalizing
but rewarding a culture in which kids are being taught to
turn in classmates whose behavior they consider abnormal.

It also reinforces the notion that school students have
no Constitutional rights of due process such as privacy,
confronting accusers, behaving in non-conformist ways, or
even knowing that accusations against them exist.

Although school-age children are presumed to have few
rights, it's obvious that this kind of anonymous and
intrusive law enforcement would blatantly unconstitutional
for adults. Just yesterday, the U.S. Supreme Court struck
down a Florida law that permits police to search people
solely on the basis of anonymous tips. Citing the
Fourth Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable search and
seizure, the court ruled that such a law would enable "any
person to harass another to set in motion an intrusive,
embarrassing police search..." Authorities, the court
ruled, needed some corroborating evidence before they could
invade the privacy of any citizen. It's frightening to
imagine how school authorities can possibly teach
citizenship when they have so wantonly violate the very
idea of constitutional rights.

This Orwellian phobia (who do we turn in next?: "dangerous"
parents, neighbors and siblings?) has been a staple of the
most venal political systems in the 20th Century, from Nazism
to State Communism to McCarthyite America. It is presumptuous
and arrogant on so many levels it's astonishing to see public
officials like North Carolina Gov. Jim Hunt adopt the idea
so unthinkingly and enthusiastically. But he's not alone --
plenty of parents and educators are along for the ride.

It isn't clear where information goes once it's collected
by kid-profiling software, or toll-free hot-lines.

Presumably, it remains in a computerized dangerous-kids
databases for life. This is just one more reason that it's
insane to ask young children to evaluate their classmates
for emotional instability and other signs of potentially
"dangerous" behavior. Not only are kids patently
unqualified to make judgments like that, the temptation to
turn in kids that are educationally competitive, "geeky,"
different, disliked, abrasive or unhappy seems almost
irresistible, especially when doing so brings tangible
rewards like cash, and is cloaked under anonymity.

Monitoring and evaluating behavior is a science that's
supposed to be done over time by trained professionals --
teachers, psychologists, guidance counselors, and
therapists. Even then, kids ought to have the right to be
openly confronted with the accusation that they're a menace
to society, and to respond, rather than wonder if some
angry classmate has branded them for life on an anonymous
toll free line run by a profit-making private company with
a vested interest in promoting the notion that schools --
and kids -- are dangerous.

This is the worst kind of political exploitation of kids.
It takes schools off the hook and turns the complex process
of school administration over to adolescents. Kids will
ultimately have to live in fear that the deskmate they
jostled with will turn them in for money, or that bragging
about exploits on Quake will get them turned into W.A.V.E.
as "unbalanced", or that simply being black or gay will
be enough for some junior Klansman to fabricate allegations
against them.

If a kid or a parent becomes aware that a classmate has a
gun and plans to use it, there are plenty of cops and law
enforcement officials they and their teachers can call.
There is no statistical evidence to support the notion that
schools are so dangerous that children need to be manipulated
into turning one another in. Nor is there much doubt about
who will be targeted -- geeks, nerds, Goths, oddballs, along
with anyone else who is discontented, alienated and
individualistic.

That kids are being rewarded for doing this is revolting
enough. That they are being asked to do by a profit-making
private corporation for money suggests a culture a lot
sicker and more dangerous than most schoolkids.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA: opinion article:
----------------------------------------------------------------

March 28th 2000

_Losing touch with compassion_

I NEVER touch my kids.

My students, I mean. No pats on the back for work done
well, no hand on the shoulder while explaining a problem
and definitely no hugs of consolation or affection. They're
good kids and I have a certain fondness for them. And yet.

I never touch my kids.

Nobody ever told me not to. When I volunteered to teach
them, nobody pulled me aside and warned me to keep hands
off. It was just something I knew instinctively. Granted,
it feels unnatural, a thing I have to make myself remember.
But still I never touch my kids.

If you don't understand why, ask Ronald Heller. A little
over a month ago, Heller, a middle school teacher in
Germantown, Md., was suspended with pay after six students
leveled charges of improper sexual contact against him.
They said he slapped a girl on her backside, touched the
breast of another, referred to still another as ``hot, sexy
mama.''

Weeks later, with the man's life and reputation in
shambles, the kids' story falls apart. They've confessed
that they had made it all up to get the teacher in trouble.
The reason? They didn't like him.

I never touch my kids, because we have arrived at a
strange and daunting pass. Having worked so hard to teach
children that their bodies belong to them and that they
must report any touches that feel wrong, having endeavored
to make them savvy on the subject of sexual assault, we now
find that we may have done the job too well. Well enough
that some of the children we sought to protect have learned
to manipulate our fears to their own ends.

So I never touch my kids, and I'm not the only one. You
talk to teachers, coaches, youth leaders, and you hear the
same mantra. Don't get caught alone. Don't get too close.
Don't touch.

For the innocent act can be misconstrued. And even when
there is no act, innocent or otherwise, you can still find
yourself vulnerable to a child with a grudge.

The strange thing is, I'm at a loss to say what we should
have done differently. The things we taught our children
were important for them to know. What else could we have
done? Leave them vulnerable?

No, we did the right thing. We taught them vigilance. But
then, there's a difference between vigilance and paranoia.

And we're all paranoid these days, aren't we? Children,
teachers, parents. We hear about this priest or that coach
caught abusing children, and we fear. We read about the
35-year-old teacher who conceived babies by an adolescent
boy and it makes us sick. We hold our children close and
hedge them around with protections. Protection from
pedophiles. Protection from molesters.

"Stranger danger," we teach them. But perhaps it's not
too much to ask that we also teach them . . . and remind
ourselves ... that living in fear is not living. That
it's quite unlikely they'll ever encounter an adult who
means them harm. That while they must never hesitate for a
second to report truly improper behavior, they must also
understand that reporting such a thing is not a game, not
make-believe, not a way of exacting revenge upon a disliked
instructor.

Because the obvious result of Ronald Heller's ordeal is
that another scoutmaster, karate instructor or soccer coach
now resolves to build a safety zone between him or herself
and the children.

Some might say we gain from that an added measure of
safety. And maybe those people are right.

But consider what we lose. We lose noogies, back slapping
and hugs. We lose consolation, commiseration and caring. We
lose the ability to commune as human beings do.

There are times I've seen one of my kids hurting and the
most natural thing in the world would be a hand on the
shoulder. But I let the moment pass, because I never touch
my kids.

Which is troubling to me. Our kids need protection from
many things.

Compassion isn't one them.

----------------------------------------------------------------




Academic note:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Soutter, Lucy.
_Dial "P" for Panties: Narrative Photography in the 1990s._
*Afterimage*, 01/2000, Vol. 27, No. 4. pp. 9-

"As a photographer, an art historian and a feminist, I have
been bothered for some time by a particular strand of
contemporary women's photography. It started as a joke: I
had seen so many quasi-narrative art photographs of
half-dressed young women that I began referring to them
as their own genre, "panty photography." As with many
inside jokes, once I had coined the term, I began to find
validation for it everywhere. Panties seemed to be
proliferating in art..."

----------------------------------------------------------------



Humor:
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Humor:

Top 6 suggestions for the next tasteless gameshow offering
we are likely to see from USA's TV networks:

 [ Warning - contains Irony and Satire.  Brits can tolerate
   large doses, but these comic substances may make some
   North Americans mentally confused :-/ ]

--

* Who Wants a Family?

It's a quiz show. Each contestant is an orphan. The questions
get increasingly difficult. The losers in round one get
adopted by a pair of childless social workers. The winners
go forward, and if they complete the next round, they get to
trade up to a sad-but-kind pedophile. If the winning tyke is
really smart, he wins two gay dads who are warm, nurturing
and rich as Croesus, in a big home with a treehouse and a
real live pony.

--

* Middle America Family Feud.

Nuclear families really get to nuke the crap out of each
other, using real nuclear weapons.

--

* Drunk Driving for Dollars.

Contestants must drive themselves to the show, a distance of
no less than five miles. Each is followed by a heli-cam.
Whoever arrives with the highest blood alcohol level and the
highest number of child pedestrians injured wins the grand
prize - a big macho jeep with extra "child unfriendly"
bull-bars.

--

* Minoritease.

There is a hidden camera. A contestant earns money by
insulting a given sexual minority while in a social
situation where he happens to be surrounded by members of
that group. The contestant is paid per insult, with worse
insults being worth more money. (Sponsorship interest from
NARTH and Dr Laura, already!)

--

* Kids Win IT!

Child laborers from Mexico are brought into a TV studio
to compete on the basis of their sweatshop skills. A panel
of studio execs will judge the finished products and pick
a winning child, who receives computer-hacker training and
life membership of the Mexican Zapatista guerilla group.

--

* Squeal of Fortune.

The winner is the person able to survive for the greatest
number of days in San Fransisco while posing as Dr. Laura.

----------------------------------------------------------
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'DD' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Hi again everyone.

Thanks Easy Rider for sharing your truly wonderful account
of Jade.  The thoughts and feelings it created for me proved
it to be a truly inspired tale, one that can only be drawn
from a true life experience.  How lucky you were to be able
to be so intimate with this beautiful creature.  I'm more
than a little jealous I can tell you.

These situations can be so very rewarding and fulfilling
but, do you ever find that guilt, on a major scale, comes into
play at any time afterwards?.  I can recall a similar thing
happening to me some 15 years ago, and I always suffered
terrible anguish afterwards despite the fact that K_ and I
loved each other and the times we spent together were
magical and not unlike your own times with Jade.

But things were worsened for us however by a subsequent and
tragic event.  K_ was nine, and I was (and still am as it
happens) a good friend of her parents.  We had a very close
and intimate relationship which was totally ruined by her
being molested by an acquaintance of her father.  I can well
remember his expression and his anger when he visited me to
tell me what had happened.  The obvious first flashed
through my mind, that I had been exposed, and I expected
death to follow at any moment, but it soon transpired that
it was some sicko and that I was 'ok'.  She obviously really
did love me and did not betray me despite her nightmare
ordeal with that monster.  But it left me feeling even more
guilty just the same.

Not least because I felt it was all in someway my fault.
Maybe she felt she could have had the same intimacy with
this animal that she had enjoyed with me, I don't know.  And,
without figuring on it's disastrous consequences for her
both mentally and physically, she was very badly hurt in the
attack.  How could she have known anyway.  But after all
this, even I was forbidden to ever be left alone with her
again, so all was sadly lost.  She is now well into her mid
20's and we have never really spoken of our affair, other
than for her tell me that she does not hold me responsible
or accountable at all for what happened to her.  She now
prefers never to speak of us again, that she did love me
once in her own way, but it's all long gone.  I must simply
go along with that.  She is a beautiful young woman now, but
sadly has no desire for relationships.  After a long period
of promiscuity stretching from her early teens until
recently, just looking for love it seems, she now just wants
to be alone.  I feel so truly sorry for her.  I once loved
her so very much.

Now things are looking up again, if you'll pardon the pun.
I now feel so protective towards Laura that I think that our
relationship will always be on a loving yet platonic level
and no harm will ever come to her.  I could quite cheerfully
dump her brother at times though, he he he.  I just wish
that sometimes she didn't exist, simply because of what I
am... I think I may have wandered a little off-track here
with all this, but I'm sure you all understand what I'm
driving at.  Anyway, I just had to finally share this.

Take care out there.

'DD'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'gl' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Here is a little account of what happened to me about a month
ago, and your readers may possibly enjoy it.

My house and my neighbours house have adjoining drives with a
high fence separating the two drives.  His letter box
is on this fence but ours is on the other side of our drive.
The important point is that immediately in front of the
fence is a post about three feet high.

We have a large window looking out and standing there, my letterbox
is nearly 20 feet away.  I should mention that we have blinds so
I cannot be seen from outside.

Now in our area, junk mail is usually delivered by school
children to earn pocket money.  This particular day I
happened to be standing at the window when an attractive
young girl of about 12 came along delivering leaflets from
her bike.

She stuffed our letterbox and then stopped at the neighbours
and put her foot on the post to balance herself while turned
around to sort the next batch of leaflets.  The position she
was in meant she was now sitting almost facing me with one
leg lifted and resting on the top of the post.  This gave me
a lovely view right up her very brief cut-off denim shorts.
She must have been wearing very tiny panties because for
about 2 minutes I had the most adorable view.  As a long-time
young girl lover, I have to confess that it quite made my day.

Regards for now and keep up the good work.

'gl'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Bad news in the land of Desiree.  The other day when I came
home, she failed to respond with her usually emphatic
greeting.  When I asked what was up, she told me her mother
no longer wanted her to speak to me again.  She went on to
explain that her mother is under the impression that I am a
witch (the evil spell-casting type) because of all things,
the way I laugh.  I told her that I think her mother has
been watching too many movies, but unfortunately it does not
change the situation for the time being.  What is also
unfortunate is the fact that Desiree wasn't supposed to tell
me or anyone else of this, so I can't even communicate with
her mother about it.  On the good side though, that very
same afternoon I found an opportunity to strike up a
conversation with a group of neighbor ladies of which her
mother was a part.  It enabled me to freely socialize, and
hopefully leave the message that I'm okay and not too scary
to be around.

In other news, two new girls and their brother have moved
into the complex in the vacancy of Zachary and his family,
which in a way makes up for his absence.  Well, technically
there's three girls if you count the 15yr old.  But the
younger ones are Darian (8) Sierra (5), & Zane (3).  Zane's
a rough & tumble little guy who loves those Power Rangers.
Sorry, but being of the GI Joe generation, I just can't see
the appeal.  Sierra's at that perfect age of where she's old
enough to have a conversation with about her interests, but
modesty is something she has yet to master.  The other
morning (about 6:15) while I was getting ready for work, she
ran outside to chase after Zane and bring him back inside.
What she had forgotten to do was put a stitch of clothing
on.  Just yesterday it got so warm out, she just took her
shirt off outside.  (For those non-Americans out there: in
U.S. society, against all possible reason, people generally
view this as 'indecent exposure') Her 15yr old sister about
"had a cow" over it.  Darian is rather tom-boyish and loves
to throw the nerf football around the yard.  She's a lot of
fun, doesn't wear me out nearly as much as Becky does, and
reminds me a lot of my cousin Brittany when we were growing
up.  In order to stave off any bad PR, I made the effort to
go over and meet Darian & Sierra's father.  He didn't seem
particularly concerned about me playing with his daughters,
but I let him know my name, where I lived, etc.  He seemed
impressed that I had come over to ask whether it was okay to
play with his children, and was more than happy to let me
anytime.  Sunday evening Darian fell and scraped her knee.
Her family had no antiseptic nor bandages.  Fortunately I
had both, and was able to kiss her sore, make everything
better and wipe away the tears.  We spent a few very tender
moments with me just holding her.

As for Becky, mother and I had her over for dinner Sunday
evening.  Mom made home-made pizza and Becky ended up taking
all the toppings off of it and just eating the crust and
sauce.  Mother was so frustrated, but I just had to laugh.
Becky and I went for a bike ride through the park Sunday.  I
live right across the road from a state park, so it's really
convenient to take kids on short outings.

--

Hey, Jack, don't feel bad about the t-shirt thing.  If I
could afford to put out the $20 it costs for a custom-made
t-shirt I would.  As far as I'm concerned, putting something
on your body like that is courageous in its own right.

--

To DD: I'm glad to hear that you love her so much as to
watch out for her future feelings.  Before this little
dilemma with Desiree's mom, Desiree had been over watching
the Beavis & Butthead movie with me.  She suddenly paused
the movie, turned around on my lap and told me she wanted to
play a game.  When I inquired, she explained that she had to
wait until my mother had left and we had to close the door
and blinds in order to play this game with me.  Judging by
the tone in her voice and the look in her eyes, I had a good
idea what sort of game it was.  As difficult as it was, I
simply explained that although I love her very, very much, I
can't play those sort of games.  She nodded as if she
understood and we finished the movie.

--

To Delirious: Suicide is against my beliefs as well, but
it's still an option my heart craves at times simply to be
free of the pain.  To drift off to blissful slumber and not
worry about having to be woken to the world in which we
live.  I guess obsession is perhaps to harsh a term for both
of us in regard to our loves.  But they are very much a part
of who we are as people, I think.

Until next time...

'Ex Astris'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

I saw K... on the bus tonight. She was with her mother and we
exchanged greetings and glances. Not as many as I would
have liked, though. The rest of the time they tried their
best to ignore me. I certainly hope that K... remembers that
we had a good relationship at one time.

--

I had a *very* interesting experience tonight.

I was throwing away some trash in a local dumpster
when I saw some papers in the receptacle. I saw magazine
pictures of adult bodies with children's faces pasted on them.

Why do you think that this person did that?

--

'Frans' wrote:
re: book 'Childhood & Sexuality'.

Flickorna was always referring to the Stevi Jackson book
*not* the John Randall book.  He told me he had not read the
John Randall book.

I have attempted to contact John Randall to see if he will
let me scan his book to put on the Internet.  I hope he says
yes.

'Sanctuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Rainproof' writes [edited for length, by Ianthe]:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hi to all.

What a wonderful thing this Internet is!  Through it I've
been able to reach out and re-touch those I served in the
military with.  I've been able to buy things from the
comfort of sitting on my ass, without having to go out into
the cold to go to the store.  I've been able to seek out
reference sources for things that interest me.  I can
communicate with friends without incurring long distance
phone charges.  And as I write this I have also been able to
seek employment via e-mail and fax.  (My company folded a
while ago.)

The Internet has also allowed me to view images of beautiful
LGs.  And the Internet allows me to subscribe to the ASGL-L
newsletter and read about what other people think about their
feelings about LGs.  I can only imagine how hard it would
have been to safely find something like the ASGL-L through
other sources, and what it would be like receiving it in the
mail - undoubtedly wrapped in a plain brown wrapper.

So, I've been reading the postings of the ASGL-L for about
twelve months now.  During this time I've been getting the
flavor of the group and the tone of the members.  My conclusion,
to borrow a line from Mr. Spock - "fascinating".  So I figure
it's time for me to weigh in with my two cents...

After one year I notice one thing, the obvious, that
everyone one and all loves Little Girls.  And I'm pretty
sure that everyone, one and all, would never ever use force
or force any kind of an encounter with a LG.

Beyond these elementary observations I am amazed at the
variety of opinions expressed regarding the whys and
wherefores of a relationship with a LG.  Such a vast
difference of opinion to just try to define what is a
"proper" relationship.  Likewise, the great amount of
opinion on whether or not sex or sexual activity should be
introduced/pursued with a LG.

It is obvious, of course, that most members worship, to one
degree or another, the ground a LG walks on and indeed,
would do anything in their power to prevent any harm from
befalling her.  Some express their adoration from afar while
others are actively involved in the life of a LG.  Likewise
I have noticed a broad range of what each member finds
attractive in a LG.  This with regards to the age of the LG
as well as her appearance.  At the other end of the spectrum
others would, under the right circumstances, have sex or
engage in some kind of sexual activity with a LG, or what
each would do or how far he would go with their LG if the
opportunity presented itself.

One of the most interesting observations is how the various
members feel about pornography, and the feelings expressed
about child pornography.  Each of these observations would
not be remarkable if they were about male female relationships.
Indeed, they would be no big deal. They would just be normal
observations about normal people.

In my year of reading I also observe that mostly there is
great support and understanding for the members, no matter
where on the spectrum their personal preferences fall.  I
have only seen a very few, relatively speaking, hostile
responses to anything posted here.

The varied opinions about actually having sex or sexual
activities with a LG I find to be very interesting and I
wonder how much they are influenced by society's view toward
us.  When someone expresses the restraints they would have
in pursuing a relationship is this restraint wholly theirs
or is it tempered with a fear of getting caught if they did
more?  Also, their opinions have included talk about the
"innocence" of the LG and possible long term harm that could
be done.  Is that truly their opinion or is it reflective of
the stories plastered all over the print and visual media?
Especially all the publicity about recovered memories.

In this newsletter one of the most prevalent opinions
expressed and, in many cases, the most prevalent emotion
expressed, is this idea of some sort of recognition for the
Pedophile.  Recognition that is not negative and does not
put the big bad P in the same classification as serial child
killers.  I hate to be the bearer of bad news, people, but I
don't see a change in this attitude for the foreseeable
future.

"Acceptance" of Pedophilia will never come, just like
"acceptance" of murder or robbery won't happen.  However,
there is a lot of ground that can be covered which could
lead to a better *understanding* of Pedophilia, and toward
getting society to realize that the adults who gaze
adoringly at their little one is not going to kidnap and
murder the child.

This understanding can and will only come after long periods
when the positive aspects of intergenerational relationships
are illustrated.  Indeed, we should strive to show the average
mother that their little sweet heart is likely much safer
with a LGL than anyone else.  Indeed, from reading this
newsletter I detect that most members would put themselves in
front of any harm that could occur to any LG they may be around
or care for, even at risk of their own life.  Something a real
father might do, but not something the average sitter or
neighbor friend would do.  Only when the public realizes
that every intergenerational relationship does not end in
rape or murder will some of society's stigma against the
Pedophile ease off.

With all due respect to those who suggest parades and Pedo
Pride t-shirts, I think the best that could be hoped for,
and what should be and could be a more realistic goal in our
lifetime, would be to promote a better understanding of the
Pedophilia condition.

But have you ever wondered, when a high profile Pedophile case
breaks in your area, that no one ever postulates what causes
it?  No famous sociologist or Ph.D. ever speculates, either
officially or as a layman, as to why the Pedophile is like
he is?  Why he did what he did.  It doesn't happen, hasn't
happened, and probably won't happen.  Like I said, society,
like prisons, needs someone to be on the bottom rung of the
ladder.  Someone they can kick off that rung into the muck
below.  The Ped is it and there is no need for psychological
or medical explanations.

Is Pedophilia a condition, an orientation, a preference,
inherited, bad genes, or what?  As I stated above, no one in
the medical or psychiatric community wants to address the
issue.  At least from the aspect of justifying or explaining
it.  So I often ponder this myself.  Here's what I've
discovered.

It's like the on going discussions of straight and gay.  Is
gay a preference or an orientation?  Is it choice or
something someone is born with?  I don't know the answer to
that anymore than I don't know why I have a stronger
attraction for a female with particular hair color or style
than I do for another.  I don't know why I will have a gut
tightening mouth drying heart palpitating reaction to a one
female when 999 other similar ones will have no affect on
me.

When I have that kind of reaction to certain physical types
and personalities of a female who am I to question why
another man may have the same reaction to another male?  I
don't know why I react like I do; therefore, why should I
judge someone who has a similar attraction to something
else's?  So I don't.

Likewise with LG's.  Do they all turn my head?  Does every
sweet young thing I see get my fantasies cranked?  Of course
not.  Certain ones dressed certain ways with certain
physical attributes really get my attention.  I don't like
overweight LGs any more than I like overweight women.  I
don't like slob LGs any more than I like slob women.  I
suspect the majority of people are like me and choose that
which they find attractive, no matter what their
"preferences" or "orientation."

--

I recently heard about a case from a guy I worked with who I
suspect knew about my preferences.  He had recently moved
from one bad part of town to another not so bad part, and he
used to goad me daily, telling me about all the sweeties
walking his street.  One day he came in with information
about an incident which still hasn't played out.

A few houses up from him, in a side by side duplex, a father
read his daughter's diary.  In it she had written down her
feelings and [fantasy or real?] experiences with the man who
was renting the other unit.  The guy was in his late thirties.
Well, the father laid in wait that afternoon and when the man
returned home from work on his motorcycle the father lit
into him. He almost killed the guy and did destroy the guy's
motorcycle.  In the commotion the guy made it to his car and
drove away.

The guy hasn't been back yet and there is a warrant out for
his arrest.  The neighbors heard what happened and spray
painted the usual obscenities and threats all over the guy's
half of the house.  I saw the house two days later and it
was a sorry sight.  "Kill Pedos!"  and things like that
spray painted all over.  A real sad sight, in view of what I
later found out.

I asked my friend to keep me posted and find out what he
could, as he was friendly with everyone in the neighborhood.

Here's what he found out from several of the girls that knew
the girl who wrote the diary.  It's rumored she had been having
a completely consensual relationship with this guy for over
a year.  This information is 'third party', but from what I
have been able to find out there were genuine feelings on
both sides.  They really seemed to love each other.  The
girl's close girl friends had been told about her love affair
and yet not one told on her.  They also said that the guy,
now the object of a vast manhunt, had tried several times
to get a message to the girl by calling several of her
friends.  I have been monitoring the papers and the news
and nothing further has come out as the guy has so far
successfully eluded the authorities.  The girl is now kept
on a 'tight leash' by her father.

Why didn't the neighbors spray paint the parent's house for
not knowing what their daughter was doing for over a year?
Why don't the parents realize that their daughter was loved
and revered by this man, and was never in any danger of
physical harm from him?  Their daughter being loved but
this guy is much more than she would have received if she
had been giving her favors to her captain of the football
team.

In my previously mentioned unofficial and unscientific
studies I've noticed one big outstanding fact about IG
relationships from my newspaper clippings and magazine
articles.  And this cannot be disputed.  Most of them are
relationships that were discovered and then ended due to
some third party intervention - a parent or friend, rather
than the young participant.  When these stories come out the
media, of course, makes as if the LG suddenly 'realized' the
error of her ways and informed the authorities.

--

I personally know someone who has been in the porno industry
since the early forties.  (I'm after him to write a book
about his experiences - he has fascinating stories to tell.)
I've questioned him about the kiddy porn produced then and
what did he know about it.  He related during the days when
8mm movies many were made.  He told me of two gals he knows
who in the 70's began making movies when they were fourteen.
No, they are not traumatized for life and they were doing
what they wanted to do, and no, they didn't need the money
to buy drugs.  He relates that one of the gals is still
active in porno today, on the production and distribution
side, and still shows up at the adult entertainment
conventions in Las Vegas.  She is putting her kids through
college, and no, her kids aren't in porno.  This is just one
of the many stories he has to relate.

--

While I was writing this early one Saturday AM, an episode of
Marykay and Ashley came on.  Those oh so nubile Olson twins.
The episode was "Fashion Junior High."  I flipped my VCR on
record.  What a tease this show was!  Bend overs almost but
not quite enough to see down low cut necklines.  Budding
breasts with no bras! The only thing this show didn't have
was no overt adult attention to these two nymphs, but why
all the provocative scenes!? :)

--

Well, group, that's it for this posting.  I knew who all you
were, now you know who I am.  Stay tuned to this channel,
same time, same place next year for my next reply.  I have
appreciated everything I've read and I thank you for it.

Finally, all thanks and recognition for that guy, you know,
what's his name, that runs this newsletter and keeps Fresh
Petals updated with the latest and greatest news,
information, and visuals.  We should never forget him or
underestimate the effort required to do what he does.

Bye

PS.  I think it's a guy.  Hmmm?  Maybe not.

'Rainproof'
------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cutting digest ]


USA: _Plea deal says nude bathtub photos not art_
USA: _Accused says nude pictures not porn_
USA: _Sex-offender Web site stalls - judge calls it unconstitutional_
USA: _Mandatory 15 years in jail for "cybermolestors"_
Europe: Eire: _Clampdown will put "therapists" out of business_
New Zealand: _Legal challenge to misuse of sex laws_
Security news: _108-bit strong crypto is cracked_ (& other items)
USA: _Computer code is protected speech - appellate court_
UK legal: High Court ruling: _Importing indecent photographs_




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

April 5th 2000

_Plea deal says nude bathtub photos not art_

ELYRIA -- In the end, Cynthia Stewart decided to set aside her
principles in the interest of her daughter, the 8-year-old she
was accused of illegally photographing in the nude.

Stewart agreed yesterday in Lorain County Common Pleas Court
to enter a counseling program. If she completes the counseling,
the charges against her will be dropped in October.

If she "fails", the case could go to trial. She faces 16 years
in prison if convicted.

Stewart, 48, of Oberlin, took pictures of her daughter naked in
a bathtub. She described the photos as an artistic expression of
the girl's playfulness and development and did not believe she
did anything wrong.

Lorain County Prosecutor Gregory A. White disagreed and took the
case to a grand jury, which charged her with pandering and illegal
use of a minor in "nudity oriented material".

In a court agreement yesterday, Stewart acknowledged that the
photos could be interpreted as sexually oriented and agreed not
to take more nude pictures of her daughter, Nora, now 9.

The agreement cautioned that Stewart did not intend to take sexually
explicit photographs and "as a mother, she cannot see them that way."
Stewart declined to comment about the court case yesterday, but her
attorneys issued a statement.

"Though signing this document presented a moral dilemma to me, I opted
to sign it to spare my family the ordeal of going through a trial," it
said.

"She has wrestled with herself for weeks about whether to sign this,"
said Stewart's brother, Patrick, who runs Gonzo's Garage in Marietta.
"If it weren't for her daughter, she would go to trial and fight this
thing all the way."

"But this has destroyed her life. When you think about what has
happened to her and her family, this is something that you never,
ever want focused on your family. I can't imagine many things
worse that you can wish upon a child."

The case began last summer, when Stewart dropped off film at Discount
Drug Mart in Oberlin. It was sent to a processing lab in Mansfield,
where a lab official discovered the photos and called police.

People from across the country contributed $40,000 for Stewart's
defense fund after an article appeared in The Nation, a national
magazine where David Perrotta, Stewart's longtime partner and
Nora's father, works.

Lynn Powell, a close friend of Stewart's, said that after attorneys'
fees were paid, the balance of the money would be used to help other
people charged with taking photos of naked children.

Stewart will go back to her job as a bus driver for the Oberlin
schools, a condition of the agreement. She has been on unpaid leave.

Powell, Stewart's friend, said, "Those photos were taken with
love, and now they're going to be destroyed."

------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Accused says nude pictures not porn_

April 3rd 2000

FORT HOOD, Texas -- As he heads back into the field this
morning on maneuvers, Army Pvt. Patrick G will have
bigger concerns on his mind than the task of caring for the
medical needs of his unit and fellow soldiers.

About 1,300 miles away, in a world he thought he'd left 10
months ago when he graduated from Bedford High School,
Monroe County sheriff's deputies and prosecutors have
authorized six felony charges that could put the young man
in prison for up to 20 years.

The charges, two counts of criminal third-degree sexual
conduct and four counts of child sexual abuse activity,
stem from consensual activity between the former
co-captain of the football team and three former
girlfriends.

The felony charges have landed his name, photograph, and
sex life in the newspapers and on television back home and
caused an upheaval among his family and friends.

Private G, 19, a medic assigned to the [..]th Cavalry
Division, believes he did nothing wrong. He said he is
the victim of a "witch hunt," and he wants to do whatever
it takes to clear his name.

With the regimented politeness of someone who's recently
completed military basic training, Private G explained
that his situation began last Christmas and continued into
the first part of this year when he was home on leave.

Three girls, all younger than him and all former
girlfriends from high school, agreed to pose for
photographs in which they appeared in lingerie, topless,
and, in some of the photos, nude.

"My female friends and I got together, and this situation
just started happening. It was a friendly thing, and they
all agreed to do it. They weren't like photos out of
Hustler Magazine; it was more like Playboy," Private G
said.

A sheriff's deputy investigating the case has said the
women admitted that they consented to pose for the
photographs.

The girls were 17 years old at the time - old enough under
Michigan law to be able to legally consent to sex, but too
young to consent to being photographed without any clothes
on.

"Any females that I date, they know I ask questions, and
if they tell me no, then that's that. Nothing happened. If
people were to view the pictures, and I hope nobody does,
they'll be able to tell there was no force, no [coercion],
it was just an agreement between friends," Private G
said.

"I feel as though I've done nothing wrong. If a female is
old enough to consent to sex, I didn't think having photos
of them was [illegal]. It's not pornography; it didn't show
explicit scenes or anything," Private G said.

"If they were such [sexually] explicit photos, then why
did [a Toledo-area one-hour film processing store] develop
them? They didn't seem to see a problem."

Had the 72 photos remained for Private G's eyes only,
he likely wouldn't be in the deep legal quagmire he
currently finds himself in. He admits he made a huge
mistake when he showed the photos to a teacher's aide.

"It was dumb to show him, but I didn't think of him as a
teacher; I thought of him as a friend of mine. I really
didn't think twice about it," Private G said.

The aide resigned Wednesday, in part, Superintendent Bill
Hall said, because of the photograph situation. The
employee allegedly knew about the photographs, but failed
to report them to school administrators under mandatory
abuse reporting rules. The incident was eventually brought
to school officials by another employee, Dr. Hall said.

In addition to costing the aide his job, the photographs
landed Private G in legal trouble as word about the
photos reached Deputy Joe Lambert, the sheriff's department
liaison officer assigned to Bedford Public Schools. Deputy
Lambert's investigation resulted in the felony charges late
last week.

Perhaps no one was more surprised to hear of Private
G's legal predicament than the 1999 Bedford graduate
himself.

"I was real shocked to hear that I was arrested, and that
the military had me in confinement. I mean, I'm still going
to work every day. I haven't been confined or arrested in
any way," Private G said. "I've talked to [an
investigator assigned by the Army Criminal Investigation
Department] twice now, and I've completely cooperated each
time."

Private G said he has voluntarily surrendered the
photographs to the Army investigator assigned to his case.
Private G's superiors have requested legal counsel for
the private from the Judge Advocate General's office.
Meanwhile, Private G's family in Lambertville has spoken
with a Monroe attorney, who has tentatively agreed to
represent their son.

------------------------------------------------------------




Europe: Eire (Ireland): "recovered memories" therapy:
------------------------------------------------------------

April 9th 2000

_Clampdown will put "therapists" out of business_

The Department of Health is considering introducing rules
to force counsellors to prove themselves before being
allowed to practise. The move follows complaints that
many therapists are dispensing off-the-wall advice to
vulnerable clients, leaving them more distressed than ever.

Professional bodies, representing qualified
psychotherapists and psychologists, say the absence of
rules has created serious problems, especially in cases
were childhood memories are alleged to have been
"recovered".

"Anybody can declare they are a psychotherapist or
counsellor and start practising," said Ed McHale,
president of the European Association of Psychotherapy.
Industry sources estimate that at least one in five
so-called psychologists does not meet professional
standards.

Ellen O'Malley-Dunlop, chairman of the Irish Council for
Psychotherapy (ICP), said those undergoing therapy had
doubled in recent years.

Counsellors can practise without formal training, and dodgy
counsellors cannot be barred. The ICP and the Psychological
Society of Ireland, a self-regulating professional
association for psychologists, say they have had complaints
from people who have suffered at the hands of poorly
qualified "doctors".

The two professional organisations require members to have
a primary degree, postgraduate training in their area of
specialisation and up to four years of supervised work.

Micheal Martin, the minister for health, plans to introduce
a bill this year that will force even dieticians, social
workers, speech therapists and others to register.

Self-proclaimed psychotherapists and counselling psychologists
are likely to be covered by the law within two years. It
would introduce mechanisms for dealing with complaints, and
allow for practitioners to be struck off the register if
breaching guidelines.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: Internet: online sex offender databases:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Sex-offender Web site stalls - judge calls it unconstitutional_

April 7th 2000

A Marion County judge Thursday ruled that he did not have
jurisdiction over a lawsuit that seeks to block the Oregon
State Police from posting names, addresses and other
information about 9,000 registered sex offenders on the
Internet.

Circuit Judge Joseph V. Ochoa agreed with the state
Department of Justice that a legal challenge to an
administrative rule should be made in the Oregon Court of
Appeals, not the circuit court.

But if he did have jurisdiction, Ochoa wrote, he would
find that the proposed Web site was unconstitutional
because it lumped dangerous rapists with people who had
committed relatively minor offenses.

The ruling has no immediate effect because the state
police previously agreed not to put up the site until all
appeals were exhausted. And most expect the next
Legislature to scale back the scope of the site before it
goes online.

But Ochoa's decision draws a provocative distinction
between making government documents public and providing
easy access on the Internet.

Since 1989, Oregon has required people convicted of
certain sex crimes to register as sex offenders. The
eligible crimes range from first-degree rape to lesser
offenses such as "promoting prostitution".

Oregon has about 9,000 registered sex offenders, according
to Lt. Robert Sundstrom, manager of the Oregon State Police
Violent Offender Section. The 1999 Legislature approved
Senate Bill 740, which required the state police to make
available names, photographs and other information about
all registered sex offenders on request.  SB740 also allowed
the state police to use the Internet to make the database
public.

The agency planned to put the information on a Web site
Sept. 1, but about 10 listed offenders and their relatives
sued, claiming they would be harmed by the listing. One
female plaintiff, who was convicted of "promoting
prostitution" in 1992, had remarried and started a new life.

Ochoa temporarily blocked the site and held a trial in
December.

In his Thursday ruling, he offered his nonbinding opinion
that the Web site was unconstitutional.

He wrote that "Under this law ... one may be held in a
false light that could destroy a lifetime of good works."
He also made a legal distinction between public records
and putting public records on the Internet.

Criminal records are "available to any citizen who wishes
to expend the time and effort to troll through the
courthouses throughout the state to compile this
information," he wrote, but if the government wanted to put
the same information on the Internet, making it available
by "an indiscriminate flick of the wrist," greater care
needed to be taken.

Gail Meyer, an attorney for the plaintiffs, said she would
appeal to the Court of Appeals if necessary. But, in any
case, no one expects the Web site to go up soon or in its
originally proposed form.

SB740 will be automatically repealed unless the 2001
Legislature reapproves it. And since the lawsuit was filed,
a number of lawmakers have expressed second thoughts,
saying they did not realize exactly what they were voting
on.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: FBI 'stings': law:
------------------------------------------------------------

4th April 2000

_Mandatory 15 years in jail for "cybermolestors"_

Rep. Bob Franks, R-N.J., today introduced a bill that
calls for mandatory prison sentences for those enticed
into meeting teenagers through police 'sting' operations.

The bill requires that "cybermolesters" who cross state
lines to meet an underage person serve at least five
years in prison, and gives judges the option to offer
sentences of up to 15 years.

Franks in March introduced legislation in March that would
give the FBI money to develop a center near its online
training headquarters in Calverton, Md., that would allow
federal law enforcement agencies to train state and local
police officers to impersonate teenagers in Internet
'stings' of suspected pedophiles.

------------------------------------------------------------



New Zealand: law:
------------------------------------------------------------

Spring 2000

_A SKELETON IN YOUR CLOSET?_

Thinking back to 1986, we recall the tension that gripped
many of us as we listened to the broadcast of the
parliamentary debate on the Homosexual Law Reform Act.  The
crucial question was: Would the age of consent be set at 18
or 16?  Fortunately, good sense prevailed.  The resulting
legislation is arguably the most enlightened and most
progressive in the world.

The Act also protects the young gays between 12 and 16, who
can have sex with a partner of his choice of whatever age,
and if this young man keeps it to himself for a year then
there is no case to answer.  But the Act addresses issues
far more controversial than the age of consent.  And these
aspects of the legislation are currently being undermined by
the rampant homophobia which shows up in the way the police
deal with many members of our community.  In short, lots of
gay men are being charged and prosecuted under inappropriate
sections of the Crimes Act (of which the HLRA forms part)
and as a consequence are serving harsh prison sentences.  At
the same time the young gays are robbed of their freedoms as
is afforded to them by our law. [...]

In plain English, Sections 140 to 142 of the HLRA state that
unless there is an assault, a man who does any indecent act,
which could include anal intercourse, with a youth aged
between 12 and 16, or induces or permits any such youth to
do any indecent act with or upon him, cannot be prosecuted
for it unless the prosecution is commenced within 12 months
from the time when the offence was committed. [...]

But the police, with their anti-sex bias, have developed
another stratagem.  They begin with the presumption that every
sexual act with someone under 16 years is an indecent
assault or, worse, use the sexual violation clause in
Section 128 (formerly the heterosexual rape law).  The HLRA,
however, makes a very clear distinction between sexual acts
that constitute assault and violence and those that do not.
The police ignore this distinction, and invent definitions
which will give them most success in procuring convictions.
Ignoring the HLRA, they lay charges based on other sections
of the Crimes Act (Section 128, Sexual Violation), thereby
negating the one year statute of limitations.  Furthermore
by the police ignoring the Homosexual Law Reform Act they
commit a gross act of discrimination against homosexuals
contrary to the Human rights Act.

For instance, one of the most common of sexual expressions
as is practised by gay men is giving your partner a blow
job.  The police argue that, in terms of Section 128, if
your partner is under 16, sucking his cock is a sexual
violation, for which there is no statute of limitations, and
very severe penalties: 1. Mandatory prison sentence, versus
full range under HLRA -- fine, prison, probation, suspended
sentence, etc.  2. 20 year maximum prison sentence, versus
7 years under HLRA.  3. Eligibility for PREVENTIVE
DETENTION (Phipps vs.  Crown 1997).  4. No police bail.

Such sentences are regarded as appropriate for cases of
violent rape.  Rape and sucking cock are NOT the same thing!

The police have been ignoring the HLRA and getting away with
their twisted scheming for long enough.  It is time to
expose these police practices.  In most cases, a man
appearing in court for having sex with a youth a number of
years earlier, pleads guilty because he does not know the
law.

It is not right that these men should be treated shamefully
and deprived of their dignity and their liberty.  This is
blatant distortion and misuse of the law, and the police are
getting away with it.

If the HLRA is not applicable to homosexual people, then to
what group of the New Zealand society does it apply?

In order to ratify the HLRA 1986 as the sole and final law
on homosexual relationships in New Zealand, as passed by
Parliament, the NzLAW Collective are having a civil test
case prepared for a full bench (five judges) of the Court of
Appeal.  In this case we will challenge the validity of the
charges under section 128 which the police ought to have
charged under the HLRA.

We, the NzLAW Collective, intend to have the HLRA fully
accepted as a working law within the New Zealand justice
system.  We expect that, when we are successful with this
case, there will be a dramatic scaling down of the
witchhunt, and that many gay men who are presently
incarcerated will be free to appeal for a review of their
cases under the HLRA, and that these prisoners will be
released.

This Civil Appeal will cost $25,000.  For it to proceed, we
will need your donations.  So get your cake stalls organised
and ensure that your friends' skeletons stay safely in their
closets.

NzLAW has already a record of being successful.  On 20th
December 1999 we had a landmark decision in the Court of
Appeal, where five judges unanimously agreed that the Bill
of Rights must be incorporated in censorship decisions.
Basically we ratified the Bill of Rights, making the freedom
of thought and expression a part of the decision as to
whether something is objectionable or not.

Send your donation to:

 Homosexual Law Reform Act Trust Fund
 c/o Bruce Davidson, Barrister,
 PO Box 935
 WELLINGTON
 New Zealand

All donations, however small, are appreciated.  The total of
the fund will be published on a regular basis on our
website.  If we find that your donations have oversubscribed
our need of $25.000, the surplus will be donated to the
AIDS FOUNDATION.

This action is organised by NzLAW.  Visit our website
http://nzlaw.freeservers.com/

For the relevant sections of the HLRA, see Appendix A.)

--

APPENDIX A - Excerpts from HLRA Act.

140A.  Indecency with boy between 12 and 16 - (1) Every one
is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years
who, being a male, -

(a) Indecently assaults any boy of or over the age of 12
years and under the age of 16 years; or

(b) Does any indecent act with or upon any such boy; or

(c) Induces or permits any such boy to do any indecent act
with or upon him.  .  .  .

(6) No one shall be prosecuted for any offence against this
section, except under paragraph (a) of subsection (1)
thereof, unless the prosecution is commenced within 12
months from the time the offence was committed.''

5. Anal intercourse - The principal Act is hereby amended by
repealing section 142, and substituting the following
section:

142. (1) Every one commits an offence who commits an act of
anal intercourse on any person -

(a) Who is under the age of 16 years; or .  .  .

(8) Subject to subsection (9) of this section, no one shall
be prosecuted for any offence against this section unless
the prosecution is commenced within 12 months from the time
when the offence was committed.

(9) The provisions of subsection (6), (7), and (8) of this
section shall not apply where the person upon whom the act
of anal intercourse was committed was under the age of 12
years at the time of the commission of the act.

Past offences - No person shall be liable to be convicted of
an offence against any of the sections 140, 141, 142 of the
principle Act committed before the commencement of this Act
if the Act that constituted the offence does not constitute
an offence after the commencement of this Act.

--

APPENDIX B.  Definition of "INDECENT ASSAULT" as supplied by
the New Zealand Police.

"The definition of 'indecent assault' which has long been
accepted in these courts is an assault accompanied with
circumstances of indecency R v Leeson 1968 52 Cr App R 185,
187 (CA)

Interpretation

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,

- "Assault" means the act of intentionally applying or
attempting to apply force to the person of another, directly
or indirectly, or threatening by any act or gesture to apply
such force to a person of another, if the person making the
threat has, or causes the other person to believe on
reasonable grounds that he has, present ability to effect
his purpose and "to assault" has a corresponding meaning.

------------------------------------------------------------




Internet: Encryption & security news
------------------------------------------------------------

5th Apr 2000

_108-bit strong crypto is cracked_

A group of French scientists joined forces with open source
enthusiasts this week and claim to have broken a public
encryption key of unprecedented strength (108-bit),
snatching a world's first in code-breaking. It took 597
different computers, 6 months of number crunching to crack
the encryption.

The code breaking stunt is part of a challenge set by
cryptographic technology firm Certicom which offered a cash
prize of $10,000 (6,200 UKP) for the successful code smasher.

Scientists at the French National Institute for Research in
Computer Science (INRIA) created software for the Linux and
Windows operating systems capable of using idle PC
processing power to contribute via the Internet to the
massive number crunching effort needed to crack the
encryption.

Certicom says it will take a couple of days to confirm the
code has been broken and will then make an official
announcement.

Public key encryption is the sort of cryptography used to
secure communication over the Internet as well as online
transactions.

Certicom's encryption is, however, based on an eliptic
curve cryptography (ECC) which is different to the more
commercially prevalent RSA variant. Certicom hopes this
project will help to demonstrate how secure eliptic curve
cryptography.

164-bit ECC is roughly equivalent in strength to 1024-bit
RSA, a common commercial standard.

--

April 7th 2000

TORONTO -- Your ability to surf the Internet anonymously
could be lost in the near future, if current plans to
roll out digital signatures stay on track, warned a
panel of heavyweight experts at the Computers, Freedom and
Privacy Conference.

Much of the concern stems from companies that use digital
signatures to verify a consumer's real-world identity --
destroying anonymity -- and proposed laws that place the
onus of damages caused by the new technology onto
consumers, resulting in a less secure system.

"Congress is about to pass a bad electronic signatures law,
and that will lead to many of these problems," said Margot
Freeman Saunders, managing attorney for the National
Consumer Law Center.

Saunders' and other panelists' worries surround current
plans to use digital signatures as a form of authentication
-- a way for consumer to prove credentials to an online
site.

The situation becomes worse because digital signatures
are not 100 percent safe from theft, stressed Carl Ellison,
a security architect for Intel (Nasdaq: INTC), who
participated on the panel. While the encryption is strong,
the system itself may have flaws that can be exploited.
"People are dazzled by the cryptography," he said. "They
assume that strong encryption gives you strength, but it's
like building a vault door into a cardboard box."

Insecure real-world identities used online could easily be
stolen, said Intel's Ellison. "A digital signature stands
for a human in cyberspace," he said. "Yet, it can be used
by others."

Suggestions to add a fingerprint scan or other biometric
features to security help little, because the underlying
information-handling procedures are flawed, Ellison said.
In addition, a thumbprint only has about 10 to 12 bits of
entropy, or randomness, making it only as powerful as a 3-
to 4-character password, he said.

Phil Hester, vice president of systems and technology for
IBM (NYSE: IBM), said: "With enough motivation or time, any
digital signature can be broken,"

"Being on this panel has ... made me even more skeptical,"
said David Flaherty, a professor at the University of
Victoria, who had previously served as the privacy
commissioner for British Columbia. "Digital signatures no
longer seem like a Holy Grail to me."

--

4/7/00

_Valley and Congress Cool as Reno Pleads For Co-operation_

STANFORD, Calif. -- At a Stanford University Law School
conference on cybercrime Wednesday, Attorney General Janet
Reno pleaded for greater cooperation between the private
and public sectors.

"It seems to me that we all have a common goal - to keep
the nation's computer network secure, safe and reliable,"
Reno told the assembled CEOs and top prosecutors.

Many company leaders were unconvinced.

"High-tech businesses know they can't count on the Justice
Department to handle their complaints," said John
Palafoutas, a senior vice president of the American
Electronics Association. "They know they must take care of
their own security."

For the past four years, the Clinton administration has
asked Congress for additional staff to prosecute computer
crime. To date, the answer has been a consistent refusal.

And with Reno and the FBI proposing sweeping new powers
to conduct broad surveillance of the Internet, privacy
advocates and members of Congress are sounding the alarm
about the trampling of constitutional rights.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is asking Congress for
more than $75 million for the next fiscal year to fund a
massive expansion of its information-technology
capabilities, including "Digital Storm," a computer-based
digital collection system for monitoring wiretaps. The FBI
also is proposing "Casa de Web," a program designed to
archive and analyze audio and data information.

Law enforcement authorities anxious to snoop on the
Internet are aided by the fact that federal electronic-
surveillance laws haven't been updated since 1986, well
before the dawn of the commercial Internet. That troubles
privacy advocates, who are urging Congress to update the
laws.

Rep. Charles Canady, R-Fla., said Congress should consider
whether existing laws are enough to safeguard the Fourth
Amendment, which bars unreasonable searches and seizures.

Rep. Bob Barr, R-Ga., said the new law enforcement proposals
would "vacuum in new information off the Internet to massage
it - and perhaps, the fear is, to abuse it." He said the FBI
has developed tunnel vision from its obsession with
cybercrime, and shows little regard for the social impact
of its ambitions. "They're saying, we need to do whatever it
takes," Barr noted.

James Dempsey, senior staff counsel at the Center for
Democracy and Technology, warned the subcommittee that
current privacy laws are no longer strong enough to
guarantee personal rights under the Fourth Amendment in the
face of increased use of sophisticated technological tools
by law enforcement. Dempsey said existing subpoena and
wiretap rules are too lax to handle Internet-based law
enforcement.

"It should not be the end of the privacy debate to say that
technological change takes information outside the
protection of the Fourth Amendment as interpreted by the
courts 25 years ago," Dempsey says. "What we need is to
translate the Fourth Amendment's vision of limited
government power and personal privacy to the global,
decentralized, networked environment of the Internet."

Capitol Hill has remained cool to the FBI's repeated requests
chiefly because privacy concerns weigh so heavily with voters.
Law-and-order plays well among the populace, but there is a
crucial difference between hiring more beat-cops and setting
up a secret domestic spy network, a distinction to which
voters, hence Members, are particularly sensitive.

In this, and election year, the outcome for the FBI and DoJ
is uncertain. No Member can afford to be seen as soft on
crime, or on privacy. Exercising the better part of valour
may provide a third way, with electronic surveillance
budget amendments being shunted into the 107th Congress'
lap.

--

April 2000

From a Znet editorial against licensing of ISPs:

_Stop overreacting to e-crime_

[...]

The tendency of politicians and police to overreact is
probably sufficient reason for us to banish all
consideration of licensing for ISPs. The temptation to
extend control to content is probably just too strong.
Our system of checks and balances often entails the
passing of bad legislation so that good legislation can
spring from it. The bad legislation is often the product
of influential minority special-interest groups, be they
film-industry moguls or ultraconservative religious
organizations. The good legislation comes with time and
constitutional challenges.

The fact that people who draft, back, and eventually vote
for the bad laws know that they're bad laws is appalling.
But no elected representative can afford to be seen as "for
pornography". So they cast their votes and, in effect,
toss the whole mess over the fence for the judicial branch
to clean up. Test cases are brought to trial. Months -
sometimes years - pass, and the junk laws are eventually
declared unconstitutional. Millions are spent.

[...]

------------------------------------------------------------





USA: Internet: Appeals Court: constitutional speech:
------------------------------------------------------------

7th April 2000

_Computer code is protected speech - appellate court_

The Sixth US Circuit Court of Appeals this week that computer
source code is protected by the First Amendment because it is
a means of communication among programmers.

The ruling marks the first time a federal appellate court
has ruled that computer code is protected by the First
Amendment to the US Constitution, American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) Legal Director for Ohio Raymond Vasvari said.

He's not quite right: the Ninth US Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled in May, also finding that encryption source code is
protected by the First Amendment, but who's counting.

"Much like a mathematical or scientific formula, one can
describe the function and design of encryption software by
a prose explanation; however, for individuals fluent in a
computer programming language, source code is the most
efficient and precise means by which to communicate ideas
about cryptography," Appeals Judges Boyce Martin, Eric
Clay and Herman Weber wrote.

"The [US] Supreme Court has expressed the versatile scope
of the First Amendment by labelling as 'unquestionably
shielded' the artwork of Jackson Pollack, the music of
Arnold Schoenberg, or the Jabberwocky verse of Lewis
Carroll," the decision says.

"Though unquestionably expressive, these things identified
by the Court are not traditional speech. Particularly, a
musical score cannot be read by the majority of the public
but can be used as a means of communication among
musicians. Likewise, computer source code, though
unintelligible to many, is the preferred method of
communication among computer programmers."

"Because computer source code is an expressive means for
the exchange of information and ideas about computer
programming, we hold that it is protected by the First
Amendment," the judges concluded.

So again the gavel falls on the side of the First
Amendment. If no future court challenge should be
successful, then the judges' ruling will stand.

------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Ruling could have implications for showing that HTML
     hyperlink code is constitutionally protected in the
     USA.  Last week, a California judge ruled, in a case
     brought by Ticketmaster against Tickets.com, that it's
     not illegal for one site to link to another. But - The
     Motion Picture Association of America filed a motion
     on Wednesday to prohibit http://www.2600.com from
     linking to other sites that post copies of the outlawed
     DeCSS, a program that decrypts DVDs so people can play
     them on Linux-based operating systems. (In Europe last
     year, a test-case against linking to illegal MP3 files
     was lost by the music industry.) ]




UK: legal: High Court ruling:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Importing indecent photographs_

April 4, 2000

_Regina v Forbes (Giles)_

Before Lord Justice Rose, Mr Justice Alliott and
Mr Justice Jackson

Judgment March 24th 2000

When indecent photographs of children were imported by
someone who believed he was importing pornographic
material, it was sufficient for the prosecution to prove
that he knew he was importing indecent material; it was not
necessary to go further and prove that the defendant knew
that the indecency related to children under the age of 16.

[...]

On arrival at Heathrow from Amsterdam the appellant
had two videos in his possession: one purported to be
*Spartacus* and the other *Godfather: Part II,* both on
general release to the public.

In fact what the videos contained was a depiction of naked
boys under 16 with their genitals exposed and engaging in
manifestly indecent acts.

The defence was that the appellant did not know the videos
contained indecent pictures of children. He had been told
that they were actually *The Exorcist* and *Kidz* which he
believed to be prohibited in the UK, which was not in fact
the case.

[...]

Solicitors: Solicitor, Customs and Excise.

----------------------------------------------------------
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'Mr. Children' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everybody!

This is my first post to the list.  Let me first say how great it is to
have met you all.  I've been lurking here since sometime around
Christmas, when I stumbled across the FP web site completely
by accident.  It's kind of odd... I've been on the internet since well
before the web existed, yet in all this time it never occurred to me
that there would be a group like this out there.  I'm always looking
forward to getting the next mailing to find out what is going on in
your lives, so thanks for sharing (and thanks Ianthe for hosting the
list).  There have been several times in the past months when I'll
remember a story I've read here and get this stupid grin on my face
that refuses to go away, despite the strange looks from friends and
co-workers.  Naturally, there have also been posts that make me equally
sad, but there's no need to dwell on that -- today is a happy day.

For the record, I'm a male in my mid-twenties, and living somewhere in
the eastern USA.  I've been a gl for as long as I can remember.  I
haven't told anyone about my preferences, and I really doubt that
anyone has figured it out.  Most of my friends think I'm gay and in
denial (if only it were that easy...) so that assumption keeps them
from seeing the truth.  And it provides me with hours of entertainment
;=)

But the reason I finally got around to writing you all is this: This
weekend I made friends with a beautiful 9 year old girl, Tina.  She's
smart, friendly, and probably the cutest girl on the planet (although I
may be biased...)

I've recently started spending a lot of time on the weekends with a
group of people a friend of mine introduced me to.  There are maybe 20
of us, some singles, and some couples and families.  This weekend when
I got there, I was going around saying 'hi' to the people I had met
before and introducing myself to some of the people I hadn't met, when
I noticed a little girl hanging around her parents, who were trying
their best to ignore her.  I decided it would be best if I do the same,
since I figured I was sticking out enough, being the new guy.  I can't
afford to screw this up, and instantly zeroing in on her might have
looked suspicious.  So I involved myself in other things for an hour or
two, trying not to think about her.  (That's kind of like trying to sit
in a corner for an hour and think of anything except a white elephant.)

She and her mom left, and I figured I'd lost the chance to meet her,
but I introduced myself to her father, just in case.  Later in the
afternoon, I had gone inside to get myself a glass of iced tea, and I
came back outside and sat down under a tree alone to relax for a bit.
Just as I was finishing my drink, Tina came wandering by -- I guess she
and her mom had just run out to the store or something.  Anyway, she
was looking incredibly bored, and I didn't think I'd get a better
opportunity, so I struck up a conversation with her.  As expected, she
was as interesting and intelligent as she was cute!

We talked for hours that afternoon, played together, and had a great
time.  Most of the time we were by ourselves, but in plain view of a
dozen or so other adults who seemed quite happy that the both of us
were leaving them alone.  So far I've managed to avoid most physical
contact... I've got to stay on my best behavior for a while until
people get to know me.

I get to see her again next weekend, and I can't wait!  It seems I'm
trading in my safe, lonely life for a continuous game deceit and
paranoia.  Even though I get the feeling I'm playing a game I can't
win, today it doesn't seem to matter so much...

Take care, everybody!

--

Quick update: This week, Tina showed up a few minutes before I had to
leave.  I was stuck socializing with a bunch of grown-ups, so I didn't
get any time alone with her.  I had planned on telling her that I
missed her or that it had been boring there without her, depending on
how brave I was feeling at the time.  I guess I'll wait until next week
(I hope she's there) or the week after when I know she will be.  I
still got in a good ten minutes of glances and smiles, and I guess
that'll have to do.

'Mr. Children'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Stephen' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi everyone:

As Alice Day approaches there have been many suggestions about how
we can get a better image of ourselves out.  Something that has
been mentioned before but I think bears another thought:  I think
it would be helpful if some day the ASGL-L could be published in
book form.  I am always struck when reading the list at what nice
guys we really are, and are so sensitive to the feelings of
children.  If people could read the list (or edited parts thereof)
in a book they would perhaps reconsider many of their unfounded
predjudices about p*dophilia.  Think what a boost it would give
to us if a major magazine was to print a favourable review of
such a book.  These are my thoughts anyway.

Take care,

'Stephen'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Daveboy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi gang, I had this story (parable ?) come into my mind today,
so wrote it down with the idea that I might be able to work
on it more and maybe eventually publish it somewhere.

I've never tried story writing before but just thought
I'd try it out. (Maybe I'm just slowly going MAD!)

I'm sure you will all see the meaning of it ;-)
here goes....

--

_The Magic Walking-Stick_

On a back street of a large town stood an old antique shop.
The owner was a quiet and gentle old man named Solomon who
lived all alone above the shop.

His shop was rather unusual in that he didn't fill it with
the normal items that you would expect to find in a shop of
this style. He searched out the more unique things in life.
Instead of old furniture, there were old amusement machines.
Instead of old mirrors and clocks, there were old costumes
and uniforms. Many people passed his window, but after a quick
glance at the objects on display, just pulled strange faces,
as if to say "What a load of old rubbish!" and then walked on
there way.

This was the way things had been for many years, but Solomon
preferred it this way, for, although he rarely sold anything,
he knew that what he had in his shop were the things that 'he'
liked and as he already had enough money to live out his live,
he was happy and content.

One day, when he was out looking for something else to put in
his window he found an old battered walking stick. To the
untrained eye, it would not have seemed worth bothering with,
but Solomon saw it's beauty and took it back to his shop where
he spent several weeks carefully restoring it. He removed the
old black paint that made it look so drab, repainted it in
stripes of Gold and Green, and embedded tiny paste jewels in
the handle.

When he had finished, he looked at his work. To most people
it would look cheep and tacky, but Solomon was pleased and
placed it in his window. He had spent much time on the walking
stick and didn't really 'want' to sell it, so he put a very
high price on it!

The walking stick remained in his window for six months, people
would walk past, look at it, then put there hands to there mouth
and act as though 'gagging!', he heard them make remarks to each
other about how hideous the thing looked, and how expensive it
was, but to Solomon it was worth twice as much as any price that
he asked.

There came a day when Solomon decided it was time to remove the
walking stick from the window and to keep it only for himself.
As he approached the window he noticed that a little girl was
peering in at the walking stick, he looked at her face to see
how she might show her revulsion at the sight of such a thing...
but his heart was warmed by the expression of wonderment on the
child's face. She looked up at Solomon, smiled then skipped
briskly on her way. Solomon decided that if it bought so much
pleasure to just one child, he would leave it in the window
for ever.

Over the next months, the little girl came often to the window
to admire the walking stick, she looked at it longingly, and every
time she did, her face lit up and bought joy to Solomon's heart.
She always smiled at him before running off only to return a few
days later.

One day he saw the child approach but she walked straight past the
window without even glancing at the walking stick, Solomon's face
dropped, but he brightened as the child lifted the door latch and
walked into his shop. She had been saving up her money for months
but only had 5 pounds [$8], this was but a fraction of the price
Solomon had set on the item but the little girl had fallen in love
with it and Solomon decided that if she loved the walking stick, as
he did, then she should have it for the amount she had saved.

The child was ecstatic, she hugged the walking stick close to her
and ran her young fingers along it's shiny green and gold body,
and, thanking Solomon, she left the shop telling him that she would
treasure it for the rest of her life.

The little girl lived in a nearby children's home and all the way
there she caressed and spoke to her prized possession. When she
arrived, she knew that if the Matron of the home found out that
she had spent her savings on such a trivial thing, she would get
into trouble, so she carefully wrapped the walking stick in tissue
paper and hid it at the top of her wardrobe.

The walking stick remained a secret for several weeks and the little
girl was so happy just to know that she had it in her possession.
But one day , the Matron came into her room while she was at school
and decided to take some of her clothes for cleaning, and in doing so,
discovered the treasured walking stick.

The Matron was horrified!! how could the child have come by such a
cheap and shoddy thing?. She lay in wait for the child and when
school was over, the Matron called the girl to her room to explain.

The child was very embarrassed about hiding the walking stick but
told Matron about how she had seen it in Solomon's window and had
fallen in love with it.

She went on to explain that she had saved up for several months
and Solomon had kindly sold it to her for but a fraction of the
price he had intended to make.

The Matron was not impressed.. " You stupid child, can you not
see how you have been robbed by this man, paying 5 pounds for a
worthless piece of tacky junk!"

"But I love it" protested the child.

"Don't be ridiculous!" said the Matron "How COULD you love a piece
of rubbish like this?... It's not natural", and taking a knife from
her drawer, she scratched off a layer of the beautiful gold paint..
"See, it's just wood underneath!!... how could you let yourself be
tricked by this evil man?"

The child burst into tears and ran to her room, she spent all night
sobbing and by morning, with the help of Matrons scalding, her
love of the walking stick had turned to hatred for Solomon.

The following morning, accompanied by the child, Matron set off
for the old antique shop. As the girl was frog-marched down the
street, a crowd began to follow them. By the time they reached
the shop Matron had told the world about the rogue Solomon, and
how he had deceived the child.

Matron and the girl burst into the shop followed by the crowd
of angry bystanders. Before Solomon could ask about the walking
stick, matron took him by the scruff of the neck.. "How could
you do such a thing to a child?" she screamed, " How could you
sell her this cheap, tacky rubbish?"

The little girl looked up to Solomon's face, her eyes filled
with tears, " Yes, how could you trick me so ?" she sobbed.

Hearing these words from the beautiful little girl, who just a
few weeks before had been so happy, broke Solomon's heart.
He gave the child the 5 pound note back, it was still on his
counter, he had not even bothered to pick it up when she placed it
on there all those weeks ago, for his payment was seeing the child
happy and content. But he knew that no amount of money would
ever return the happiness he had seen in her, or replace the
hatred that was now in her eyes, the hatred that Matron had
instilled in her mind.

Solomon locked up the shop that day and walked away, never to
be seen again.

As for the little girl, she grew up never to 'buy' anything
ever again, less she should become as unhappy and disappointed
as she had been made to feel with that wonderful 'magical'
walking stick.

                             THE END

                            (Daveboy)

------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Easy Rider' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

I saw her this morning for the first time.  Suddenly she
appeared out of the crowd, her small cone-shaped titties
poking out of her white, short-sleeved shirt.  She had no bra
on.  Why should she?  She is only 12 years old, and her breasts
yet just a small shadow of what they will become.  Nonetheless,
they are probably more beautiful now then they will ever be.

I forgot her for awhile then was sent into a room where she
magically appeared again.  She took a perfect seat, one
where I could un-obtrusively watch her from where I was.  I
feasted my eyes on this Lolita beauty.  Her blond hair hung
to her shoulders, and kept falling into her face.  She would
brush it non nonchalantly away and it would fall wantonly
right back again.  She had pretty, light blue eyes and a
perfect mouth and nose.

Her pants clung loosely to her coltish legs and her short
sleeved white blouse hung slightly open at the top when she
leaned over in her seat.  Once she got itchy and scratched
her chest, pulling the top down just enough to expose three
or four inches of perfect snow-white skin.

I went over later, on some pretext.  I had seen her leaning
over, exposing one of her sweet breasts and was drawn like a
magnet to her.  I said something about the book she was
reading.  She said it was for school, and her silver little
voice washed over me like the bright water of a brook.

She looked relaxed and dreamy as she read her book - as if
she had made love all night with her daddy, or maybe some
cousin or uncle she loved very much, and was now in the soft
after-glow of remembrance.

I was stricken with her beauty; stung to the quick by her
loveliness.  I would give a thousand dollars to taste
the sweetness of her kiss, ten thousand to suckle her
tiny breasts.

--

To 'DD': Thanks for the recollection.  What a sad story.  No,
I have never felt any guilt.  It is too bad she ended up the
way she did, but you didn't have anything to do with that.
In fact, had you been able to continue to see her, she
probably would have been able to wipe out the negative
memories she had with the attacker.  Her father made a big
mistake there, shutting her away from you.  You loved her,
in spirit and body.  There is no shame and no guilt in that.

'Easy Rider'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Tsarevitch' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

'Easy Rider' wrote:
>Jade asked me if I had to pee as we walked down the deserted dirt road.
>It was clear she wanted to watch, so I relieved myself and let her see
>me.  We talked about how girls could do it too, and she decided to try
>it.  In a little depression on the ground, she pulled her pants down.  "I
>don't believe I'm doing this", she said.  I watched the curve of her bare
>haunches as she squatted and I saw the fast hot stream shoot into the
>ground.  ...  She had no panties on underneath.

Sounds too good to be true!  Ah, the Fountain of Youth!  To have that
kind of trusting and mischievous relationship, I am jealous!

--

'Frans' wrote:
>'Albert Ross' wrote:
[about a plan to write a book. Here's only a part of the table of content...]
> Part six - which is about paedophiles and sex.
> Part seven - which is about paedophiles and love.
> Part eight - which is about paedophiles and everything else.
> Part nine - which is about paedophiles and growing up.
>
>IMHO, Albert, you're writing a book _about pedophilia_.  Thus, you're
>writing a book *from your own perspective*.
>
>IMHO, one should write books from the perspective *of the reader*, not
>from that of *the writer*.
>
>IMHO, the book should be about the erotic & sexuality of young girls *in
>general* with only a small part about pedophilia, written from the girl's
>perspective, not from the pedophile's perspective.

The idea of the book should be based on appealing to that child in an
approachable way that would not intimidate the girl.  Written in the lg
vernacular, and the perspective of the child would keep the book from
sounding like:

I. A hardcore porn piece or;
II. A psychiatric treatise on sexual deviation or;
III. A monotonous, daunting, and seemingly irrelevant school book.
IV.  A book from an overtly obsessive child stalker; etc...

Sorry, the best (hypothetical) book on this subject would have to follow the
style of the best written and most convincing of propaganda pieces, (even
though propaganda is associated with deception and as tools discovered by
poorly thought-out would-be utopian societies).  One of the best traits
from propaganda is subtlety.  When writing about the "sexuality of young
girls," one perhaps should go easy on the sex fables.  One should elucidate
the innocent nature of how touching oneself feels good;  how one should
share these feelings with ones friends and not be embarrassed (a mutual
masturbation thing without the scientific lingo);  etc....

Only after, the girl is well read, accepting, and open-minded of the
subject of pedophilia can one go deeper into the relationship with the
erotica to tantalize the intended lg subject.

And Umm? What does IMHO stand for?

  [ IMHO, it stands for 'In My Humble Opinion'. ]

--

'Rainproof' wrote
>[edited for length, by Ianthe]:

'My corumba' (forgive my Spainish) I'd hate to see the unabridged version,
as your post already is the already the length of an epic Russian novel!.

>that mostly there is great support and understanding for the members, no
>matter where on the spectrum their personal preferences fall.

Unlike, the rest of the hypocritical 'faux' tolerant world - I am speaking
about those liberals who tolerate every other sexual minority but
pedophilia because it hurts their sensibilities, it is absolutely necessary
that we accept and stand up for all of those members here, who love,
cherish, and care for the welfare of little girls.

>He relates that one of the gals is still active in porno today, on the
>production and distribution side, and still shows up at the adult
>entertainment conventions in Las Vegas.

And how is this to be seen as a good thing?  Sorry, I am
slightly biased, and many of you have read my strong opinions
on adult pornography.

Sorry about ending on a sour note!

Let today rain little-girl smiles on you!

'Tsarevitch'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Diegh' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi y'all :)

I hope everyone gathers the strength to make it through these
very repressive times where society and gov't is hardcore on
girl l*vers. I also hope that everyone finds the resources &
knowledge they need to protect one's being, while gathering
the courage to carefully pursue what is that motivates them.

Finally, I hope no one does anything outrageously stupid, and
participates in improving the situation for girl l*vers.

--

There is a new magazine that just came out called "Offspring",
April/May is the 1st issue - it has a few fashion pics that
also lists a web site for the clothes. Also there is an article
on girl's clothing web-sites listing, like, 12 of them!

'Diegh'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Albert Ross' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi..

Sorry.  I'm still reading, but I sort of fell into my navel..

It seems to be Spring for sure in Canada, and I keep falling
in love with thin air, meaning it's probably best I try not to
talk too much.  I'm a real fool in love, thin air or not, and
you should trust me on that...

The trouble with my writing The Guide, as Frans pointed out so
well, is that it really has to be written properly in order to
be of any value.  I have been living in an almost exclusively
grown-up world for over a year now, and at this point I think
I'd probably melt if any girl were to do much more than smile
at me.

Actually, most of the time it seems to me the best thing to do
would be to turn the last four years worth of the talk on this
list into a book, write 'Everything Any Young Girl Could Ever
Want To Know About Paedophiles and a Whole Bunch More Besides'
on the cover, and then we could all sign it and become heroes.

At the end of Tom O'Carrol's book, _Radical Perspective_, is
a quote from Blake that runs something like:

children of a future age/reading this indignant page/ remember
there was once a time/when love, sweet love, was thought a crime.

What if someone were to start a website, or a book, written
by anonymous paeds, addressed, anonymously again, to all the
girls that some of us, for whatever reason, might have had
to leave behind?

Something we'd be proud to admit to, were she ever to find
out, or ask, but might not ever be able to say, in light of
all the weird things that might happen if we did, and maybe
something some of them might eventually read, and begin to
wonder if maybe..

Or whatever.  I think I'm just whining.  I miss 'my' Alice.

But, while I'm on the subject - personally, I think that the
whole Great Debate thing is now so ludicrous that no regular
today sort of kid would take much of it seriously, given the
chance to get up to speed on the subject..

My best beloved, I am quite sure, would be most interested in
the conversation here, were she aware of it's existence.  she
had many questions...

What might happen if one could somehow get the message out,
in plain playground languages, that kids actually could have
rights, but the problem is the first lot would have to grow
up first, so they can vote for it?

While I am at it - what would happen if all the circumcised
men in the world were able to claim legal compensation for
having been mutilated as babies?

I still have mine, and I'd probably wish to kill the person
who tried to cut it off.  sometimes I am convinced the rest
of you don't even know what sex feels like, but the last time
i tried to point that out the guy looked like he was thinking
of hurting me, so maybe it's an impolite thing to say.  but...

How come society still gets away with that, on top of all else?

Now, on this religion thing.. (if you know the Catholic Mass
you'll know where I got it from)

dear alice
full of grace
thy years become thee
blessed art thou above women
and blessed the fruit of thy wonder
delight

dear alice
beloved of all
care for us fools
(if we deserve it, of course)

amen

'Albert Ross'

ps - considering how early people started, back in biblical days,
how old was the mother of god's favourite kid really?  Is it not
rather convenient that most modern religions kinda skip that bit
of the story?  Except around Christmas...  and then they pick the
prettiest girl in the elementary for the part in the school play!

Funny how the truth sticks out..

'Albert Ross'
-----------------------------------------------------------------



'Dimples' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hello to all.  I've been a subscriber to this mailing-list for
quite a while now.  But this is the first time I have ever
written anything that was meant to have that much
importance.  I have finally come to realize the error of my
ways, and I want to confess all of the things that I find it
so hard to tell others.  I, like all of you, am a girl
lover.  I have been this way for as long as I can remember.
Even my earliest memories of childhood are filled with
memories of sexual desire for my playmates (male and
female).  And to tell you the truth I've always thought that
I was comfortable with my orientation.

But for the past couple of months I've been getting into
something that I promised myself I wouldn't get into when I
got my Internet connection.  And that is child pornography.
I kind of stumbled onto it really.  One day I was looking for
some legal nude photos and I though that I'd see if the clubs
at [X - a large company's free web-based chat room service]
had anything worth looking at.  And boy did I get more for
than I bargained for.  X is literally a pedophile's paradise.

  [ And a cops' paradise too, I shouldn't wonder, just like AOL. ]

And that is pretty much what my whole life has revolved around
for the past couple of months.  And I couldn't feel any worse.
I still feel anxious every time I hear the hum of a car pass
by my window.  I would do anything in the world to erase that
past two months and start all over. Anything.  But no matter
what I do I can't go back in time.

But I can do something now.  And that's why from this moment
forward I will NOT access those services anymore!  I've never
been very strong willed, but this is something I MUST do!
For me, and all of the ones I love. I will not risk my
future for just a couple seconds of pleasure anymore.  Well,
I'm sure you hate me now.  Fell free to flame, because I
certainly deserve it.

'Dimples'
------------------------------------------------------------




'Dalderious' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

'Ex Astris' wrote:
> To Delirious: Suicide is against my beliefs as well,
> but it's still an option my heart craves at times
> simply to be free of the pain.  To drift off to
> blissful slumber and not worry about having to be
> woken to the world in which we live.  I guess
> obsession is perhaps to harsh a term for both
> of us in regard to our loves.  But they are very
>much a part of who we are as people, I think.

Actually, about suicide, the main point that I keep
thinking.  Even if I go straight to Hell, at least
*there* things will make sense.

--

'Sanctuary' wrote:
> I had a *very* interesting experience tonight.
> I was throwing away some trash in a local dumpster
> when I saw some papers in the receptacle.  I saw
> magazine pictures of adult bodies with children's
> faces pasted on them.  Why do you think that this person did that?

Were they naked?  If not, it could be someone just wanted to
make a silly picture.  Such as a caricature with an
oversized head, or pronounced defining marks. If they
were unclad, well, I'd rather not even wonder.

--

'Rainproof' wrote [edited for length, by Ianthe]:
>In my year of reading I also observe that mostly
> there is great support and understanding for the
> members, no matter where on the spectrum their
> personal preferences fall.  I have only seen a very
> few, relatively speaking, hostile responses to
> anything posted here.

Remember, this *is* a moderated list.  Lord Ianthe uses the
power granted to him by the Little Girl to remove hostile
postings.  Due to his good work, ASGL-L is not strewn with
infighting.

--

And now for another edition of "Dalderious wallows in his
own sorrow", starring Dalderious as a self-pitying
peadophile whose emotions have run amok, and hasn't seemed
to learn his lesson yet:

I saw Rebeccah this weekend.  She was with her younger
sister.  She smiled at me, as usual.  I came towards them
and stopped just a few feet away, and stared for a moment.
Just them she looked at me and walked away.  She walked away
slowly, but the connotations were obvious.  That really
ruined my day.  This was so early in the morning (for a
weekend), I went back to sleep for as long as I could, just
so I wouldn't think of her.

I'm still debating if I should follow her if this happens
again.  It would probably make her uncomfortable, but I
could finally talk to her, and (after getting responses from
her) tell her that I will never bother her again.  Does the
end justify the means?  Wonder I must.  I hope everyone else
had a better time this weekend than I did.

'Dalderious'
------------------------------------------------------------




'Brother Chubba' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

I haven't posted in a little while, but I'm still here... how
could I leave such wonderful people?  I have been getting
involved in other ways with the internet Paedophile
community... and this has taken up some time and I found myself
leaving my posts till last thing then all of a sudden, I'd get
the next one.  I HAVE been reading all of your messages, but
since I can't take up quite as much space as 'rainproof' (he
he :)  I'll only reply to the last post (not much like, cos
of the aforementioned individual :)

--

'DD': A wonderfully moving post... a little infrequent these
days although the others are still of high quality.  It's
nice that K doesn't blame you for events...it makes me
wonder how things would have turned out if not for this
other guy.

--

'gl':  Hmmm... isn't life good sometimes... though I have to
admit having Sarah around almost everyday offers far more of
these little "moments" :)

--

'Ex-Astris' wrote:
>She went on to explain that her mother is under the impression that I am a
>witch (the evil spell-casting type) because, of all things, the way I laugh.

Bloody Hell!!  That's a bit odd... are you sure this isn't
just what her mother told her to scare her off you... 'cos
otherwise she should seek serious psychological counselling!
But it's typical that these sort of things happen... people
keep us away from the ones we love out of basic FEAR... we
are nothing to be scared of!!

What you did with the kids father was very cool and with
that attitude I'm surprised Desiree's mother took such a bad
angle.

Oh yeah and why'd you say you shouldn't play the game?
(just out of interest)

--

To 'Sanctuary': Before I start I would like to say that your
posts have always kept me going.  You have been a very
regular poster for quite a while... others have been here
longer but not contributed nearly as much as you... you are
an inspiration to us all :)

On what you found in the bin... either be happy or VERY
worried!  The guy is either a paedo like us or a psycho
ready to start his own real life head replacements.  Try to
find out who it is (without being too obvious)?

Thanks for your continuing support for this group!

--

'Rainproof' wrote: (edited for length by Ianthe!??!
Bloody hell, how long was it?)

>What a wonderful thing this Internet is!

Yes, it's brilliant... the best thing Humanity has produced
(apart from little girls and beer :)  When you say
're touch'... do you mean in the image-enhancing way?  :)

You're right in saying how wildly our opinions differ...
to me this shows even more that we should not be lumped into
one "EVIL" category.  And yes we all support each other, no
matter our opinions, it's in the title of the group so we
kinda have too.

The hostile posts... well... you're right there aren't
many... the ones you probably remember most were from that
fireball of a post in response to something 'Braveheart'
said last year... I'm a culprit... it's a good lesson to all
that post, a lesson on how to be careful, read the archives
if you want more info.

>When someone expresses the restraints they would have
>in pursuing a relationship is this restraint wholly theirs
>or is it tempered with a fear of getting caught if they did
>more?  Also, their opinions have included talk about the
>"innocence" of the LG and possible long term harm that could
>be done.  Is that truly their opinion or is it reflective of
>the stories plastered all over the print and visual media?
>Especially all the publicity about 'recovered memories'.

I agree that many peoples misgivings about sex with kids is
probably down to the input from society... it's a very strong
influence and takes a lot to break.  I still keep feeling
guilty about everything that happened between me and Sarah,
like I abused her, although it started when she said and
stopped when she said, I'm still paranoid

And yes, I would do anything to protect Sarah, anything.  I
couldn't watch _Schindler's List_ because of how horrible it
was in places... I care TOO much.

I feel that scientists never discuss why we are who we are
for one major reason... Society NEEDS something to hate,
if your average straight white guy can't hate women, blacks
or gays then what can he hate?  Oh yeah, those guys who fu*k
kids!!  Of course!  We have to remove society's need for a
scapegoat, not an easy task.

Oh... thanx for the Olsen bit... you reminded me to record
_Wrestlemania_ for Sarah, I wouldn't have survived that...
ever been 'Bronco Bustered' by an eight year old? :)

--

I agree Ianthe is a mysterious figure, but he/she/it
wouldn't be the same otherwise.  I've tried to get him to
talk but I guess he's more paranoid than the rest of us,
can't say that I blame him.

That's all for now BYE!!

'Brother Chubba'
------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cutting digest ]



* USA: _Vermont House set to vote on unconstitutional porn ban_
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USA: Vermont:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Vermont House set to vote on unconstitutional porn ban_

14th April 2000

MONTPELIER, Vt. -- The House is expected to give final
approval today to a bill making possession of child
pornography a crime in Vermont.

Lawmakers are scheduled to vote on the final version
of the bill outlawing the possession of sexual images
of children.

The Senate Judiciary Committee removed the
child-pornography ban from a version of the bill it
approved in February because they it was deemed
unconstitutional.

But House lawmakers have included in their version just
such a ban.

Rep. Dean Corren, P-Burlington, said the bill might
actually end up criminalizing the possession of clearly
innocent images, by a parent, for example, of a child
taking a bath.

"I'm very concerned when we get into an area of the law
where we've never tread before, regulating what images
Vermonters can possess," Corren told lawmakers. "I think
we have to be concerned if the net we've drawn here is
too broad."

As with the Senate when it considered and rejected an
outright ban on child pornography possession, some
lawmakers and observers, such as the American Civil
Liberties Union of Vermont, are concerned the bill may
infringe on constitutionally protected speech.

"As a matter of rule, the ACLU is very concerned about the
criminalizing the possession of words and images," said
Benson Scotch, executive director. "Once you go over that
line, you don't know where you might end up."

Given, though, that lawmakers are likely to pass the bill
with the ban on possessing child pornography, Scotch said
"if they're going to put in a possession section (in the
bill), it should be with a minimal threat to liberties."

----------------------------------------------------------




USA: Vermont:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Vermont Journalist Loses Child Porn Appeal_

RICHMOND, Va. - A journalist sent to prison for
distributing indecent images of children he claimed were
part of his research has lost a federal appeal.

Larry M. of Silver Spring, Md., never disputed that
he traded pornographic pictures over the Internet, but
said he didn't know it was illegal. He said it was part
of his research as a freelance journalist and was
protected by the First Amendment.

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press filed
a brief in the case arguing that M. should have
been allowed to present a First Amendment defense.

A federal judge refused to allow a First Amendment
defense, and M. pleaded guilty in July 1998. He
was sentenced to 18 months in prison.

M. appealed based on the judge's ruling banning
a First Amendment defense.

In the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling Thursday,
Judge Diana Motz said that the state's law makes no
exception for journalists.

----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

12th April 2000

_New York Net-porn law upheld - but may go to Supreme Court_

A New York State appellate court ruled unanimously
yesterday that the state's Internet porn law passes
constitutional muster because it addresses luring a child
into sex or sexual performances.

The appellate hearing sprang from one of the first Internet
pedo stings, in which one Thomas Foley attempted to seduce
someone he thought was a 15-year-old girl, but who was in
reality a New York State Police officer.

Foley's lawyers argued that the New York porn law is a
restriction on the content of speech which violates the
First Amendment to the US Constitution.

But "an invitation or enticement is distinguishable from
pure speech," Judge Richard Wesley wrote.

Foley's lawyers say he has not yet decided on making an
appeal to the US Supreme Court.

--

Editorial on the above:

What hokum.  *All* speech is distinguishable from 'pure
speech'. All speech is rhetorical by nature. Or is the
Trivium of communicative arts no longer composed of
grammar, logic and rhetoric?

Come to think of it, in America it might be composed
solely of fluff.

Does this ruling mean that the rhetoric of erotic speech
clearly intended to entice a child to engage in sex with
an adult should be seen as essentially different from the
rhetoric of a rational argument clearly in favour of
pederasty?

We think not, though we imagine the judge would think so.
He has to construct an arbitrary boundary between the two
in order to avoid having to prosecute the publishers of
Plato's *Symposium* on grounds that it might persuade
children to embrace sexual relationships with adults.
Which, if you read it closely, it just might do.

If we look rigorously at this portion of the court's
finding, and reject any artificial distinctions between the
rhetoric of eroticism and the rhetoric of argumentation,
then we find the judges sliding down a very slippery slope
towards censorship of all speech persuasive of deviation
from Bourgeois Christian values.

Which would be fine if the United States wishes to limit
itself to being a bastion of Protestant right-thinking and
Bourgeois high-mindedness (and Heaven knows there are
enough Americans in favour of that). The problem, however,
is the Bill of Rights, which declines to distinguish speech
along any such lines.

The Court also said the law specifically targets
communicative acts rather than content by outlawing "the
intentional dissemination of this type of material to a
minor in conjunction with the sender's enticement or
invitation to the child to engage in sexual activity."

This is another arbitrary distinction, here between
(presumably 'pure') communication, and communicative acts,
which would mean that writing, publishing, reading or
possessing the *Symposium* would not be illegal; but if an
adult should give the book to a child in hopes that they
might take from it a more liberal view of
inter-generational sex, that would be a crime. This seems
pretty shaky too.

So the two key issues for the New York appellate court are,
first, a difference between 'pure speech' on the one hand
and what we can only call 'rhetorical speech', or speech
intended to affect the inclinations of whoever reads or
hears it, on the other - a distinction which we believe is
purely imaginary since all speech has that property in
varying degrees; and, second, a difference between
communication and a 'communicative act', which apparently
means that if you say something naughty for no reason it's
all right, but if you say it for a naughty reason it's very
bad.

It's the sort of hair splitting that lawyers and judges
live for, but in the realm of common sense it leaves a
great deal to be desired.

Nevertheless, the judge predicted that the New York law
should be narrow enough not to share the fate of the
federal Communications Decency Act, which was struck down
in part by the US Supreme Court in 1997.

We were unable to determine by press time whether or not
the Foley team intends to bring the case before the US
Supreme Court. But we can say that we're not as confident
as Judge Wesley that the Rehnquist Court, which has
repeatedly demonstrated a fundamentalist bias in matters
touching on the First Amendment, will see things his way if
the case should go forward.

----------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 13th 2000

_Pornography charges dropped against father_

OTTAWA - For Andrzej M[...] , a Nepean man accused of
manufacturing pornographic pictures of his four-year-old
son, the end of the most embarrassing and humiliating time
of his life came swiftly yesterday.

Since early February when Costco photo lab employees
alerted police to four nude photos of the boy, and the
police subsequently charged Mr. M[...], 40, with
manufacturing child pornography, he, his two children and
his wife have been living under a cloud of suspicion.

Friends started looking at them differently, their lawyer
says. For more than two months, they lived like pariahs,
without having a forum to clear their names.

But yesterday in court, assistant Crown attorney David
Roberts announced the charges had been dropped.

"After careful consideration of this matter we are of the
view that the Crown does not have a reasonable prospect of
proving each and every element of the offence charged
beyond a reasonable doubt," he said.

Mr. M[...]  wasn't in court yesterday morning. After phoning
his client with the good news, Mr. Murphy, who has
criticized the police for laying the charge, shed light on
a crucial piece of the puzzle which helped the Crown's
office come to this decision.

After the charge was laid, Mr. M[...] voluntarily submitted
to sex deviancy tests conducted by Dr. John Bradford of the
Royal Ottawa Hospital, one of Canada's leading experts in
sexual dysfunction, the results of which were given to the
Crown's office.

"They showed [my client] to have no pedophiliac tendencies
whatsoever," Mr. Murphy said. "The tests showed he is
completely normal in every sexual respect."

Mr. Roberts said the report helped bring about the decision
to withdraw the charges.

Mr. M[...]  was arrested and charged with manufacturing
child pornography in early February after employees at a
Costco photo lab turned the naked photos of the boy over to
Ottawa-Carleton police child-abuse investigators. There
were 36 pictures in the two rolls of film, including shots
of the boy playing in the snow.

Under the Criminal Code, photographs constitute child
pornography if they portray a child under 18 "for sexual
purposes."

Mr. Murphy said the photos were not unlike pictures many
families take of their young children.

Mr. Murphy says his client is considering suing the police
and Costco.

----------------------------------------------------------



Canada: Ontario:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Teachers to be checked annually_

April 15th 2000

Ontario teachers will undergo annual criminal background
checks to flush out child abusers and molesters, says
Attorney General Jim Flaherty.

Flaherty said the provincial government has decided to
forge ahead with recommendations made by Justice Sydney
Robins.

"Our intention is to seek annual criminal record checks
with respect to teachers which were recommended by Mr.
Justice Robins," Flaherty said.

Robins' report recommended extensive background checks
on teachers.

The Tory government's 1999 Blueprint election document
promised criminal background checks for school staff.

Flaherty said the original intent was to check only new
staff, but the government will now embark on broader
annual "testing" of all teachers, Flaherty said.

No funds have yet been made available, but the cost of
the scheme is likely to be substantial.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK/Thailand: snippet:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 2000

"Of 20 Britons arrested on child sex charges in Pattaya in
the past five years, only one has been convicted: Leslie
H[...], a banker based in Hong Kong, who was fined 6,250."

----------------------------------------------------------




Europe: civil liberties:
----------------------------------------------------------

_EU charter may legalise cross-border wiretaps - and
ban anonymous e-mail_

14 Apr 2000 12:23:30 GMT

Spying on electronic communications by international
agencies is a serious invasion of privacy according to
proposals put before the European Parliament (EP) in
Strasbourg this week. If the proposals are implemented,
tapping by international agencies of personal
communications would be allowed, but only if specific
protocols were followed. It could then find its way
into the new Charter for Human Rights, due in October.

MEPs were asked to endorse proposals put forward by Mr
Graham Watson (Lib Dem), chairman of the EP committee on
Citizens' Freedoms and Rights, Justice and Home Affairs
at a meeting on Tuesday this week.

However, an executive body of the EP on Thursday failed to
reach final agreement on Watson's proposals. The body --
the 'Presidents' Conference' made up of eight MEPs --
proposed a temporary Committee be set up to look at a
mandate, yet to be decided. Watson expects the mandate will
focus on the issue of privacy and expects a decision by 4
May.

The decision to set up the temporary committee is a
disappointment said a spokesman for Commissioner Vitorino,
European Commissioner in charge of Justice and Home
Affairs.  He said "The committee discussed the issues
vaguely, but we should be clear this must be completed by
June if it is to meet the October deadline for the new
Charter of Human Rights."

Watson recommends that interception of digital communications
must "have a legal basis, be in the public interest and be
strictly limited."  Watson explained that there are no
existing EU regulations governing electronic eavesdropping.

The Council of Europe, now with 40 member states, is
working with the Computer Crime Division of the US
Department of Justice with a view to producing a draft
convention on computer crime by the end of this year. This
will include provision for built-in wire tapping
capabilities for all telecommunications and networking
equipment, and would give law enforcers the legal right to
access traffic logs.

 Anon email to be banned?

To ensure that such built-in wire tapping and log tapping
capabilities are workable, the ability to communicate
anonymously online should be abolished.  So said the
Committee for Citizen's Freedoms Rights, Justice and Home
Affairs, which advised the European Parliament on Monday
to ban the use of anonymous email in order to increase
online surveillance by national police and intelligence
agencies.

If approved, the recommendation would effectively outlaw
anonymous email communications for all European Internet
users.

According to a new draft law currently before the French
Parliament, internet users in France who do not register
their personal details with online services they use
could face six months in jail or a 5,000 UK pound fine.
The draft law would also require users to furnish details
including name, address, date of birth and ID number
when registering with such services as chat rooms,
mailing lists and websites.

Currently ISPs in Britain are obliged to store logs of
Internet activity for three months in accordance with a
1995 European directive. They are not required to hand over
logs to the police, although most will co-operate with a
police investigation.

The police do not commonly use the Internet to initialise
investigations. This is left up to independent Internet
watchdogs such as the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF).

Malcom Hutty of Internet civil liberty group Stand.org.uk
says that abolishing anonymity would be a potentially
dangerous invasion of privacy. "The notion of giving up
everyone's anonymity to tackle one important but relatively
infrequent crime shows no respect for proportionality,"
says Hutty. He adds that this is potentially a "gross
invasion of privacy."

If anonymous communication is made illegal this is likely
to increase the development and use of pirate anonymous
browsers and encrypted email by those concerned about
their privacy.

But a move to ban anonymity could be unworkable, and
possibly even illegal itself - the Human Rights Act
comes into force in Britain on October 2, enshrining
Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights -
the right to privacy.

--

Sidebars:

There will be as many as one billion email accounts
worldwide by 2002, according to a report from Messaging
Online. There were 569 million separate accounts at the
end of 1999, an 83 per cent increase on the previous year.
Web-based mail providers, such as Hotmail and Yahoo!, are
the most popular, with almost 170 million accounts,
compared with 149 million in the ISP/online category.

--

This week Yahoo! co-founder Jerry Yang came out firmly
against government regulation of the Internet in a
speech he delivered during a National Press Club
luncheon in Washington.

Privacy can be a competitive tool in a market-driven
world, Yang believes. Fundamental to maintaining
long-term consumer loyalty is "our users' trust in
our ability to protect their privacy," he says.

"We advocate a very strong, hands-off policy towards the
Internet by the government," he said. "The Internet is not
getting any simpler; it's getting more complicated," he
warned. "Policy questions are getting more complicated
and more legal than ever. Now you have economic issues,
technical issues, trade issues, all bundled up in any
of the discussions."

--

Governments should be cautious in attempting to regulate
how people conceal their identities on the Internet, according
to a June 1999 study by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS).

The study was the result of a two-year project funded by the
National Science Foundation (NSF) to examine online anonymity.

Regulations could prevent people from seeking counselling,
expressing political opinions or engaging in financial
transactions, and could impede the development of e-commerce
and the World Wide Web.

The study was the first comprehensive analysis of how to
balance the costs and benefits of anonymous communication on
the Internet and was presented in the April-June issue of
The Information Society.

"Policymakers ought not to react overzealously because some
people have misused anonymous communications on the Internet,"
said Al Teich, director of Science and Policy Programs at AAAS.
"The positive values of anonymity more than offset the dangers
it presents."

The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS),
is the world's largest federation of scientists.

--

Anonymizer.com announced today, April 15, that it now secures
1.5 million web pages per day from intrusive personal
information gathering. This is up from 1 million web pages
secured per day in January 2000.

"Internet users everywhere are starting to realize their
need for online privacy," says CEO Lance Cottrell.

-----------------------------------------------------------




New software:
----------------------------------------------------------

13th Apr 2000

_GNUtella doesn't tella tales_

The program's near-perfect anonymity could undermine the
influence of every search engine and every Web portal.

For a piece of software that lived for less than 24 hours
on its home page, Gnutella has created quite a stir.

It's the stuff of classic Internet lore. A team of
programmers from inside America Online released Gnutella on
a Web page March 14. The program is at its core a simple
way of trading files, including pirated copyrighted
material, without requiring participants to connect with
any central computer. This means that, unlike its
music-swap-meet cousin Napster, it's virtually impossible
to stop.

That was too much for America Online to bear, and barely 24
hours after the site was posted, it was removed. Gnutella,
the company said, was an unauthorized project, created by
programmers -- led by Winamp creator Justin Frankel -- who
came to AOL when the company acquired Nullsoft in June of
last year. It disavowed the project and stopped
development.

But the genie was out of the bottle. Nathan Moinvaziri was
one of a few hundred Net users who had downloaded the
program. He set up a Web site, posted the software, and
soon it had been reverse engineered and ported to other
platforms.

"I saw something there that no one else had done," he said.
"It caught my eye."

And it has captured the imagination of programmers around
the Internet. Now, dozens of developers are continuing the
Gnutella project in a Linux-like collaborative effort. At
the same time, the program's near-perfect anonymity strikes
at the very heart of the Internet's most troubling issues.

Gnutella users can either connect to the larger "Gnutella"
Net or create their own virtual private networks. And those
networks can form spontaneously and disappear without a
trace. That makes them the perfect place for anonymous,
untraceable file transfers.

"You can see what people are searching for," said Ian
Hall-Beyer, founder of the definitive Gnutella Web site.
"But I don't know if they're actually finding it." The
anonymity Gnutella provides may unfortunately promote
such behaviour, but the good outweighs the bad, he said:
"The whole decentralised aspect of it ... There's no
censorship at all.

"If you get a bunch of people who want to share information
about overturning the Chinese government, they can do that,
and there's nothing the government can do about it."

Almost perfect anonymity is a key strength of Gnutella
over Napster because no government agency can watch what
you search for, and no corporate marketing department can
log your hits and target ads and spam at you.

Gene Kan, a Gnutella developer who also helps run
Hall-Beyer's site, says he hasn't seen any child porn
activity. Gnutella's main attraction is free music, and
there's plenty of it, if you're prepared for a very slow
download of a very big MP3 file. At midday Wednesday, over
140,000 files of all kinds were there for the taking, shared
by over 1,000 users. A search for "Beatles" uncovered 331
songs.

Gnutella doesn't have the option of booting such traders
off the system , since there is no "system" to boot people
off of. As long as there are two users with the Gnutella
software, there will be a Gnutella network.  The Gnutella
program is effectively designed to withstand a frontal
attack from record company lawyers.

But AOL's disavowal of the project could cost it future
revenue. For Gnutella could be the future of search-engines
- its new kind of network architecture enables real-time
searches of vast libraries, with virtually no dead links.

That stands in stark contrast to Web crawlers used by search
sites like Excite, Northern Light and AltaVista. At those
sites, automated software called "bots" search the Web one
site at a time, indexing the information at each location.
It can take weeks or months for a site to crawl the entire
Web and add new Web sites.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: civil liberties:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 11th 2000

_Do the mentally ill need care or control?_

Consultation on Home Office proposals for the compulsory
treatment of those deemed mentally ill ended on Friday.

However, many groups are concerned that the plans are
misguided.

"Compulsory medication in the community is a way of
stigmatising people who are mentally unwell," says Richard
Charlton, a partner with the London firm Cain Todner. "All
inquiries in relation to mentally ill people who have
committed serious acts of violence have nearly always
concluded that there is a need for more care staff, better
training and more co-ordination, not forced taking of
medication. This seems like just trying to play to the
gallery and provide mental healthcare on the cheap."

Although there are provisions for dealing with mentally ill
people involved in a crime or who are a danger to others,
the proposals go much further. "The definition of mental
disorder is so wide and the compulsory treatment criteria
so broad that they could apply to people with learning
disabilities or dementia," says Penny Letts, policy adviser
on mental health and disability to the Law Society.

Mental-care teams will be able to apply to a mental-care
tribunal to force a person deemed to have a mental disorder
to take their medication, but they will be able to place a
person under compulsory assessment for 28 days without
seeking such approval.

In addition, there will be no right of appeal against the
assessment. Many people accept that sometimes it is
necessary to compel a person to take medication - for their
own or others' welfare - but campaigners point out that
oddly the Government plans to remove any requirement that
the medication should have any benefit. At the moment,
there is a treatability test so that actions can be carried
out only if they are likely to help the patient. If the
proposals are adopted, campaigners argue, overzealous
healthcare workers may be able to force treatment on a
person even if it achieves nothing.

"Compulsory powers should be considered only if there is
evidence that suitable services and treatments have been
offered and made readily available, but have been refused,"
adds Letts. Protection under the Human Rights Act,
effective in October, may also be violated by the plans
because they discriminate against people with mental
disorders without justifying such actions even where a
patient has the capacity to decide on treatment.

This all seems a far cry from what was in the collective
mind of the mental-health expert committee, chaired by
Professor Genevra Richardson, last year when it said that
any change "must primarily be seen as a health measure and
must be consistent with the professional ethics of the
health services".

Critics of the Government's proposals argue that they are
ill thought out and rushed through, failing to take account
of the committee urging it "to recognise the complexity
of the context in which it is proposing to legislate".

--

Background:

The Times (London), 16th Feb 1999:

"PAEDOPHILES and dangerous psychopaths will be locked up
indefinitely, even if they have not committed a crime,
under draconian proposals announced by Jack Straw yesterday.

Civil liberties groups immediately expressed alarm at the
planned detention order, which is aimed at people with severe
personality disorders who are not regarded as treatable under
mental health laws."

----------------------------------------------------------




Feature article:
----------------------------------------------------------

_The Congressional censure of a research paper: Return
of the inquisition?_

by Kenneth K Berry; Jason Berry

1st January 2000

In July 12, 1999, the United States House of Representatives
took an historic step toward censorship of scientific
findings when it voted 355 to 0 to condemn and censure a
scientific publication because the members disagreed with
the findings and believed that they would have a negative
effect upon citizens' thoughts and actions.

The paper, published a year earlier in the American
Psychological Association's journal Psychological Bulletin
(July 1998), by Bruce Rind of Temple University, Philip
Tromovitch, and Robert Bauserman was titled, "A
Meta-analytic Examination of Assumed Properties of Child
Sexual Abuse Using College Samples."  This paper was
basically a review and analysis of fifty-nine previous
research studies of the consequences of sexual molestation
of children.

The congressional members found some of the findings
personally repugnant, particularly the conclusion that some
molested children grow up to be normal and a small portion
are seemingly little affected by this experience.  The
members, especially Rep.  Salmon (an Arizona Republican and
a sponsor of H. Con.Res.107) believed that the findings would
not only encourage pedophilia among United States citizens,
but the findings could not be true.  The Representatives'
thinking appeared to be a demonstration of what Donald Watson
(1993) called "Autistic Certainty" ("I would not believe
something that was not true; I believe this is not true,
therefore this must be untrue").

The journal's review of past research was brought to the
attention of congressional members by several very vocal,
fundamentalist religious voices.  Two of these are lobbying
groups: the Family Research Council, a group whose primary
missions appear to oppose civil rights for homosexuals,
advocate celibacy for heterosexuals, and to stop abortions
when they are not celibate; and the Christian Coalition, a
strong political group with similar goals but with the
additional one of doing away with the separation between
church and state.  Another strong voice was that of radio
talk show host Laura Schlessinger, who uses her popular
nationally syndicated radio program ("Dr. Laura") as a
forum to attack those who do not agree with her personal
ideas of morality and religion.

Although this may be the first time in US history that the
legislative branch of the federal government has officially
condemned and censured a scientific publication, it is not a
first in world history.  In the thirteenth century there was
no separation of church and state in Europe and mysticism
prevailed over direct observation of phenomena; Roger Bacon,
known for his publications on logic and experimental
sciences, was condemned and spent two years in prison.
Following this he wrote his final paper, published the year
of his death in 1292, which was a caustic critique of the
corruption of Christianity.  An outspoken supporter of
Copernican views of the solar system, Giordano Bruno, was
victim of an inquisition (meaning "inquiry"), found guilty
of heresy, and was burned at the stake by the Church/State
in 1600.

Perhaps the best known incident of suppression of scientific
research was Galileo's proposition of the heliocentric
theory of the solar system.  Those in power disagreed with
his research findings and believed that the Sun circled
Earth because to them it appeared to do so.  An inquisition
was held and, in order to avoid punishment, Galileo recanted
his findings.  It is an interesting parallel that Dr.
Raymond Fowler, Executive Director of the American
Psychological Association, "recanted" in a letter sent to
the House of Representatives during the congressional
inquisition.  This action brought the APA praise from the
House.

The most recent period of official condemnation that led to
governmental censorship of science occurred in the USSR
under Communism.  This followed the similar pattern that led
to the book burnings in Nazi Germany in the 1930s.

Historically, the path begins with religions or states (or
both, as in Res.107) exerting pressure upon research bodies,
researchers themselves and other writers, to "self-censor."
This is often achieved through withdrawal, or threat of
withdrawal, of financial support for specific kinds of
research and/or by public censure of anything that lacks
"religious" or "political" correctness.  This has often been
effective in science, especially in behavioral sciences.
Researchers quickly become afraid to apply for grants or
perform research that might bring them pejorative labels or
worse.  In 1633, upon hearing of Galileo's situation,
Descartes expressed surprise and vowed out of fear to either
burn his manuscript in progress or hide it so that no one
would ever see it.  Fortunately he did the latter.

The next step on the road to control of science, as happened
in the USSR, is "official censorship" (Sinitsyna 1998).
Governmental bodies, or "committees," are established (some
of which in the USSR were called "editorial boards") to
review research projects and prevent publication of findings
if they do not agree with the beliefs of those in power.

During Stalin's period and after (official censorship did
not end until 1988) research in the behavioral sciences
floundered.  The reasons for censorship of a particular
piece of work, whether art or science, were political.  Work
that did not fit or was critical of "accepted" standards of
ideology, work that dealt with a prohibited subject (such as
nudity in art), and findings or facts that might cause
undesirable thoughts or associations in citizens (emphasis
added, Sinitsyna 1998), were all subject to censure.

It seems that a number of variables may have influenced this
recent Congressional decision.  First is the general turning
away from science and critical thinking and toward mysticism
in the US as shown by revival of interest in supernatural
and psychic powers.  Science - or at least its methodology
is too little valued or respected today in the United States
by the majority of people and their elected representatives.
The rise of fundamentalist Christian thinking appears to
have played a role in shaping judgmental attitudes, values,
and the public's negative attitude toward critical thinking.
The lack of public media interest in the ramifications of
the House action should be a matter of concern for everyone.

One cannot help but wonder what would have occurred if the
Washington Post or the New York Times had been publicly
censured by Congress in response to a published article or
an editorial.  Is it then that scientific journals, which
are intended for a relatively small number of professionals
and scientists, are fair game?  Congressional members are
well aware of the control they can exert over research,
since much of the funding comes from governmental grants.
Scientists are at the mercy of those in power and, at least
for now, those in power are often at the mercy of the public
press.

Throughout the history of science, scientists themselves
have been the harshest critics of research, but their
denouncement of specific studies is usually based upon the
strength or weakness of the methodology, rather than their
personal values and emotions about the findings.

The Evangelical Christian groups appear to have "discovered"
the behavioral sciences and may likely wield their power
against unpopular research findings to a greater extent in
the future.  It seems likely that their next targets may be
gender studies, research on sexuality, and research into
parenting roles.

We have taken the first large and frightening step away from
scientific freedom and toward totalitarianism in control of
scientific endeavours.

-
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USA: Letters published after dropping of the Stewart case
(see last mailing):
----------------------------------------------------------

April 2000

_The obscenity was the prosecution_

Was the prosecutor in Oberlin trying to get the Nobel Prize when he
threatened to jail a mother for taking nude pictures of her own
daughter? Do law-abiding citizens feel better, cleaner, for his forcing
her into counseling before he drops the charges against her?

One can admire him for wanting to do his duty, but he has to cringe at
the news reports describing him as an overzealous legal authority
exhibiting uncalled for narrow-mindedness.

Is the public supposed to be relieved at the discovery of this alleged
crime? A few individuals did cry out about the shock they felt. They
helped invent the notion of a crime, and the prosecutor was off and
running. The few who considered the pictures to be "dirty," even
criminal, might have been perfectly sincere. Their prurient judgments
hardly represent the common sense of a community.

What is far more criminal than the act against the woman, who is widely
admired, is the abuse of authority. The prosecutor has dug a hole for
himself, plunged into it, and doesn't know how to get out. Quite
possibly, he ought to drop the charges, gracefully apologize, and get
back to the discovery of real crime. As it is now, he has made his
office into an image of ridicule.

--

Although students of the '60s, neither my wife nor I had seen fit to
participate in protest of government actions until the Cynthia Stewart
case became known to us. Stewart and her family are neighbors, and we
know them to be fine people. She is among the most caring mothers we
know.

As part of our support for the family, we chose to be involved in
circulating petitions calling for the prosecution to cease. Local
support has been widespread; the issue is hardly isolated within Oberlin
College. From the petitions  we circulated, or know about, we can
identify blue- and white-collar folks, retirees of different
backgrounds, professionals from the medical community, people in local
government, several business owners, my truckdriver   buddy, painters, a
plumber, an engineer or two, an accountant, great-grandmothers and an
architect who support this cause.

The prosecution of Stewart should never have happened. The only
injustice done was the persecution, emotional and financial, of three
people not deserving that indignity. Future articles in this newspaper
may wish to consider that issue.

--

Where is the outrage! Where are the shouts of protest from those who
loudly proclaim that government and freedom are a zero-sum proposition
-- that an overzealous government threatens families?

A mother takes some photos of her 8-year-old daughter in the tub and is
threatened with 16 years of imprisonment. The case illustrates not only
the  insidious power of our prosecutorial state, but the hypocrisy of
Republicans and conservatives in the state. The silence is deafening.

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: two surveys:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 12th 2000

_Girl Power includes having underage sex_

THE advent of "girl power" - the ideal of female
empowerment espoused by the Spice Girls and others -
may have boosted the number of girls saying yes to
underage sex, according to two methodologically
dubious reports out this week.

Nearly one in 10 girls has lost her virginity before
reaching the age of 13, according to questionnaires
filled in by readers of _19_ magazine, which showed
that 49 percent said they lost their virginity when they
were aged between 14 and 16. But 9 percent said they
made love for the first time before their 13th birthday.
The survey examined responses from more than 500 girls
and young women aged between 16 and 22 years.

Also out this week is a summary of the views of 500 young
people aged 13 to 24, entitled _Listen Up_ and published
jointly by the Cabinet Office and the Home Office. Young
people were invited to take part in discussions, fill in
forms on an Internet site, and chat at meetings held
with ministers Paul Boateng and Tessa Jowell in London
last year. _Listen Up_ confirms that decades of feminism
and equal opportunities mean that more teenage girls are
having underage sex.  Predictably, it labels this as
a "bad thing" and avoids blaming the government for its
prudish policies on underage contraception.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: culture: novel:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 16th 2000

_Police suspect that child abuse novel is based on top school_

A NOVEL called The Abomination, published this month, has
been alleged to be as fictional account of homosexual
relations between boys and teachers at one of Britain's
top Catholic schools.

Detective Steve Marston from Lancashire has asked Paul
Golding, its author, if he will collaborate with them in an
investigation into alleged paedophilia at the school in the
1970s and 1980s. Golding has refused either to discuss the
book or give evidence to the police.

"I don't know what school it may or may not be based on,"
said Peter Straus, Golding's publisher at Picador. "Paul
didn't tell me and I didn't ask." Straus describes The
Abomination as one of Picador's "best books of the year".
The company, whose authors include Sir Malcolm Bradbury
and poet Carol Ann Duffy, has a reputation as one of
Britain's leading literary publishers.

Gillon Aitken, Golding's agent, added: "The deal was that
Paul would make no comments and give no publicity."

Golding does not give the school in his novel any
name, and uses fictional characters.

Golding himself went to both St Mary's Hall prep school -
where police are also investigating allegations of
paedophilia - and then to the Jesuit-run Stonyhurst in
the 1970s.

The book's main character is Santiago Moore Zamora, born to
a Spanish mother and an English father, who adopts the name
of James Moore. The book describes love affairs between
Moore and his teachers at both his Catholic preparatory
school and then at his public school.

Stonyhurst's alumni include J R R Tolkien, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, Charles Laughton. Many old boys from St Mary's and
Stonyhurst are not only buying the book to see "who" is in
it, but have also posted remarks about it on an unofficial
Stonyhurst website.

Old boys who have read The Abomination say the book is
accurate about events in the 1970s. "Anybody who went to
the schools would recognise things in the book," said one
former pupil, who was in the year above Golding and who
now works in the City.

The two teachers with whom Moore has relationships are "a
handsome and hirsute" master called Mr Wolfe, who teaches
at the prep school, and Dr Fox, the "odious" music master
at the public school. Fox trades sexual acts for damson
jam and gives Moore wild strawberries in exchange for a
peek at him naked. Eventually Moore transfers his
affections towards Clifford, a classmate.

Police have for some time been aware of allegations of
paedophilia at St Mary's and Stonyhurst from the late
1960s to the early 1980s.

Three weeks ago Father George Earle, headmaster of
Stonyhurst between 1963 and 1972, arrived at Preston crown
court to face trial for sexually abusing a former pupil,
but the case collapsed and court proceedings were dropped.
Judge Peter Oppenshaw told the court last month that "this
case cannot now be properly or fairly tried".

In a separate court ruling last month, Robert O'Brien, who
was deputy head and then head of St Mary's, walked free
from the Court of Appeal. O'Brien was sentenced to three
years in jail for sexual abuse, but the Court of Appeal
ruled his conviction was unsafe.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: poetry: literary 'outing':
----------------------------------------------------------

April 16 2000

_Literary letters reveals Larkin's lust for schoolgirls_

Kingsley Amis's letters reveal not only his tart views on
his son, and on women, but also a shared fantasy life with
poet Philip Larkin.

Eleven cardboard boxes, which have been lying quietly for
years in Oxford University's Bodleian library, have now
revealed themselves as a literary bombshell. They contain
hundreds of letters from the most savagely funny novelist
of his generation, Sir Kingsley Amis, who died five years
ago, written to his close friend the sardonic poet Philip
Larkin.

The hundreds of original letters from Amis to Larkin in the
Bodleian, which I have been reading over the past few weeks
for a book I'm writing about the angry young men of the
1950s, reveal much more than we now know about the young
Amis and his friendship with Larkin. In many letters, they
swapped elaborate sexual fantasies about schoolgirls and
lesbianism.

Larkin invented a fictional girls' school called Willow
Gables, and imagined the sexual goings-on there. (Some of
this got into his first novel, *Jill*.)

[...]

----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Larkin was Poet Laureate to the Queen (ie: the
   national Royal poet), and biographies claim he kept
   drawers full of magazines showing girls in school-
   uniforms. ]




Movie review:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 14th 2000

_SET ME FREE ('Emporte-Moi'): Directed by Lea Pool. Written
by Pool, Nancy Huston, and Monique H. Messier. Produced by
Lorraine Richard. Photographed by Jeanne Lapoirie.

French with English subtitles. 94 minutes.

What elevates "Set Me Free" from your run-of-the-mill
coming-of-age tale is the charm of Karine Vanasse.

Here's a 13-year-old girl with a smile so, well, set free
that it's impossible not to like her.

That curiously infectious grin is seen a lot in the
opening moments of "Set Me Free," Lea Pool's
French-Canadian autobiographical drama set in Montreal in
1963. But as the story progresses, it's flashed less and
less.

Vanasse plays Hanna, a young girl struggling with
sexuality, identity, and how much freedom she can handle at
a time when her family is coming apart at the seams.

Hanna's mother (Pascale Bussieres) is a harried sweatshop
seamstress forced to provide most of the bacon for Hanna's
family. That's because Hanna's dad (Miki Manojlovic) is a
poet, an artist who's too proud to work for a living. His
deadbeat status would be easy to denounce but for the fact
that he's a refugee of the European concentration camps,
where he lost his first wife. He's a real outsider, a Jew
among Christians, a European among Canadians, unsure how to
be a loving parent and husband.

Those mitigating factors don't put food on the family
table, however. Dad's irresponsibility means Mom bears the
brunt. After work, she types out his poems in their cramped
apartment, and that's when she's forced to feel the force
of his frustration. Dad's a yeller, the kind of person who
hates imperfection in others but forgives himself the
world. The pressure of that and having to be the sole adult
in the household with creditors and the landlord breathing
down her neck causes Hanna's mother to crack. She's shipped
off to an asylum, where she "rests," a euphemism for
catatonia.

Fortunately, Hanna has her brother, Paul (Alexandre
Merineau), only a year or two older, to be her playmate,
co-conspirator, and defender. Their love and their
scenes together give "Set Me Free" the cozy feel of the
fluidity of adolescent relationships. A beautiful example
of this is when Hanna meets a cute classmate named Laura
(Charlotte Christeler) at a boozy sock hop and shares
smooches with her in an alley. Hanna introduces Laura to
Paul, and soon Laura is asked to judge who gives the best
kisses, Paul or Hanna. Only when Hanna sees Laura's
attention sliding more toward Paul does she start to feel
jealous. By then, however, she doesn't really care.

Strapped for an adult role model, Hanna idolizes her
teacher (Nancy Huston), whom she perceives as having the
same ineffable, mature confidence as a character named
Nana in a Jean-Luc Godard film, "Vivre sa Vie." Nana is a
philosophical call girl who eventually disappears, but to
Hanna's eyes, she's a glamorous example of the possibilities
waiting beyond puberty. And she's available every afternoon
after school at the local cinema.

"Set Me Free" has a lot in common with the French New Wave
that Hanna finds so exhilarating. That Hanna is searching
for firm purchase in a world she doesn't understand is very
much like the struggle portrayed in "The 400 Blows." Hanna's
independence is just as exhilarating as Nana's. That she
must seize herself at the age of 13 gives the story its
pathos. And it's Pool's ability to imbue Hanna's struggle
with the boundless joy and despair of youth that makes
"Set Me Free" a worthwhile film, and Hanna a lovable
character.

----------------------------------------------------------
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'DD' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------
Hello everyone.

Life is a dream just now.

I spent nearly a whole day with Laura yesterday.
Her Mom was at her wits end, seems Laura had been
fighting and arguing with her brother all morning
and was being a real little madam when I arrived,
so I suggested to Mom that I take her shopping with
me to give everyone a break. We had a wonderful time
and the best thing was, she insisted on holding hands
all the time and often put her arm around my waist
as we walked along, she looked so beautiful in her
burgundy red velvet skirt and warm winter jacket.
It was cold and windy and her long dark hair was
blown by the wind and her cheeks glowed, accentuating
her lovely big brown eyes.

After the shopping was done we walked in the park
for a time. We sat and talked for a while and she hugged
me very tight and we kissed, we were quite alone and I felt
so very happy to be with the one I love. As we watched the
Canada geese on the lake, a line from a song that I had
heard a long time ago came to mind.

 Still waters flow
 Sea breezes blow
 Wild flowers grow
 Abundant at your feet

Afterwards we dropped the shopping at the car and then we
went for the obligatory burger and coke. We sat opposite
a man and woman who must have thought I was her daddy,
until maybe when she asked "can I come to live with you".
Ooppss. I became aware that not only was the man now trying
to avoid eye contact with me, but that Laura was stroking
the back of my hand and looked to be deep in thought about
something. The atmosphere seemed to be getting a bit tense
so I was relieved and much happier when they got up to leave.
But as the woman left she turned and smiled at me warmly
and said goodbye, but the guy looked very uncomfortable,
hmmmm. I wonder. It takes one to know one does it not.

When we returned to the car Laura asked if we could go
back to my house for a while, but I said we should
really get her Mom's ok before we did something like that
and explained that Mom may worry because she didn't know we
were going there, and that I didn't want to do anything to
cause her Mother to worry. Mom wouldn't have minded really but
this was just a way of trying to change the subject a little.
That's ok she said, besides she wanted to be alone with me
at home because she wanted to know something about me.
I asked her what it was. I should have known what she had
in mind. She just sat there with that broad, very cheeky grin.

I have all next weekend with Laura as her Mom is going to
a show in the city and her brother is going to be with his
dad, But at her Moms suggestion Laura is staying with me.
The last time both went to dads it was world war three with
her step mother so she is not too popular there just now.
Despite being a real lady she is very strong willed and will
not suffer fools gladly, she really knows her own mind.
I'm telling Laura about it tomorrow, she's going to go wild.
I am to be her daddy, for a couple of wonderful days.....

Take care out there.

'DD'
-----------------------------------------------------------




'Brian' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'Daveboy' wrote:
>_The Magic Walking-Stick_

>On a back street of a large town stood an old antique shop.
>The owner was a quiet and gentle old man named Solomon who
>lived all alone above the shop.
[snip]
>As for the little girl, she grew up never to 'buy' anything
>ever again, less she should become as unhappy and disappointed
>as she had been made to feel with that wonderful 'magical'
>walking stick.

Thanks for sharing that with us Dave, that touched me.

I've been thinking a bit about story writing with a slant like
you've done. One idea came to mind just before falling asleep a
few hours after seeing the movie "The Borrowers" on Sky TV
recently. There's a cute pigtailed red-haired girl playing one of
the 'little people', so its worth a watch for her.

In the story idea that came to mind, a gentleman who lives by
himself accidentally captures one of them. His reaction on
discovering what he's found never goes past mild surprise, and
even then only briefly.

"Where can I take you so your people can help you?", he asks the
injured borrower.
"Don't you want to lock me up and show me to the rest of the
giant world?"
"Why should I want to do that?"
"You'd become famous."
"And you'd become a circus attraction."
"I didn't think any of you cared."
"I myself am considered very strange and unusual, and have no
desire to inflict that on anyone else"

In the end he allows several rooms of his spacious house to be
taken over by the borrowers, who build cities inside them. And
the gentleman? He never says a word about it to anyone because it
won't be appreciated.

--

'Albert Ross' wrote:
>Or whatever.  I think I'm just whining.  I miss 'my' Alice.

Just like I miss 'my' R... A few weeks ago it was abruptly made
clear between the lines that her mother doesn't want to see or
hear from me again, and R. seems to feel the same way too. which
bothers me a lot as I can't think of anything that caused it, but
I took the hint. I've been going out of my way to chat with her
parents more way more than R., but I've heard a hint that she's
picky in her friends - and doesn't like non-rugby fans either.

>What might happen if one could somehow get the message out,
>in plain playground languages, that kids actually could have
>rights, but the problem is the first lot would have to grow
>up first, so they can vote for it?

Too right!  Isn't it funny how GL's believe in kid's rights and
their freedom to refuse more than the rest of the population? Not
to mention that kids have more intelligence than most seem to
give them credit for. IMHO that's why so many GL's seem to be LG
magnets.

--

'Dimples' wrote:
>But for the past couple of months I've been getting into
>something that I promised myself I wouldn't get into when I
>got my Internet connection.  And that is child pornography.

>And that is pretty much what my whole life has revolved around
>for the past couple of months.  And I couldn't feel any worse.
>I still feel anxious every time I hear the hum of a car pass
>by my window.  I would do anything in the world to erase that
>past two months and start all over. Anything.  But no matter
>what I do I can't go back in time.

Wow!

I don't know if I'm speaking for all of us, but I'm more
surprised than anything else. It just seems to me that if you can
find real Child Porn that easily, the cops would've done so too,
and a long time before you did. That is, if it wasn't them who
set it up in the first place...

You might want to seriously look at BCwipe-ing
[http://www.jetico.com] and formatting your hard drive right
now! What's an hour of formatting, an hour reinstalling Windows,
and an hour of wiping the free space and setting up your internet
configuration, compared to the consequences?

--

'Dalderious' wrote:
>>To Delirious: Suicide is against my beliefs as well,
>>but it's still an option my heart craves at times
>>simply to be free of the pain.  To drift off to
>>blissful slumber and not worry about having to be
>>woken to the world in which we live.  I guess
>>obsession is perhaps to harsh a term for both
>>of us in regard to our loves.  But they are very
>>much a part of who we are as people, I think.

>Actually, about suicide, the main point that I keep
>thinking.  Even if I go straight to Hell, at least
>*there* things will make sense.

Maybe it's just me, but the idea of a vindictive entity who
throws his failed creations into everlasting torment for little
reason really really bothers me. That's one of the big things
that's making me explore the Pagan and Wiccan religions.
Death is supposed to be a part of life, it shouldn't be
something to be afraid of 'in case something nasty happens'.

The last thing I did before failing at University was to steal
a few grams of poison in case life ever gets too much.

All I want is to do good for someone, but it rarely turns out
that way. In the meantime I'm not content with being a blood and
plasma donor and on the register to donate body-parts, I'm
going to enlist in the live donor program to donate a kidney
or part of a liver. Just let the recipient be a young girl,
please...

'Brian'
-------------------------------------------------------




'Angel DeAmor' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------

Here is a question: a good friend of mine [south
of the USA] is having quite a relationship with a
preteen.

That is all fine, but here is the problem, in my view
- they both have some psychological problems, are both
seeing a therapist BUT they are seeing the SAME
therapist!  This seems dangerous as hell to me, and
I am afraid that if the girl confides to the therapist,
he may have to report my friend.  In fact, is he
required to do so by law in places like Mexico and other
South American countries?  I think if he were in the US
that would be the case. I can give more details, but
none that will identify any of the participants.

Thanks for any assistance,

'Angel DeAmor'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Pegassus' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Well hello everyone,

It's me again, yes I spell Pegassus with two "s"'s.  I suspect that most of
you really don't care about my posts because I haven't really gotten any
responses from my previous posts.  Then again, I don't blame you because my
posts are by far infrequent.  I guess it is just a vicious circle.

Anyway, let me tell you about some of the latest things that have transpired
in my life.  Where should I start?  For starters, I stopped attending the
church where my wife and I used to attend.  If you remember, I had a run in
with the shepherds there about an anonymous letter they received falsely
accusing me.  It turns out that there was no notification sent to the
authorities about the alleged accusations.  That of course is a relief, they
found no evidence during their Mickey Mouse fact-finding mission.  Anyway,
by a process of elimination, I was able to find out who wrote the anonymous.
I've broken relations with this family ever since, though they don't know
I am aware of their scheming ways.

Last week I had to travel for business.  On my way back home I met this
lovely family from the UK.  Mom, dad and a lovely, gorgeous, angel
of a girl.  Actually, it was her I first noticed (of course) when we
both were returning our rental cars at the terminal.  Fortunately, we got to
sit side by side in the bus that drove us from the rental car return center
to the terminal (a 20min drive).  They were heading home as well, back to the
UK.  The day was hot, she wore a loose blue pair of shorts, cowboy boots and
a very, very loose tank top.  She looked stunning in her cowboy hat (a
souvenir) and sun glasses.  she had the most perfect, firm, budding little
breasts, with perfectly pale-pink nipples (her nipples weren't firm because
of the hot weather, otherwise it would have been a perfectly intoxicating
sight) and she kept flouting them as she leaned over to wipe the dust off
her new boots, arrange her luggage, or scratch her ankles.  I was in heaven.

I tell you what, that experience made my whole trip worthwhile.  She spoke
in the most adorable Brit accent and a soft angelic voice, it just turned me
upside down.  We spoke most of the trip, though obviously I had to speak to
her parents (who were very nice, by the way) in order to not draw too much
attention or suspicion.  She confessed she loved America and showed me her
newest toy: A stuffed brown bronco.  She was perfect, intelligent, friendly
and gorgeous.  Neither she nor her parents seemed to mind that her
intoxicatingly beautiful breasts were being displayed to whomever cared to
glance down her top.  Unfortunately it all ended too soon.  We arrived at
their gate of departure, mine was farther down the road.  We shook hands
good-bye and as I turned to wave, she departed my sight with the most
hypnotizing smile; she waved and disappeared.

Sorry to cut it short but my wife just arrived.

I'll post later.

'Pegassus'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




Sihme writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Dimples' wrote :
>"But for the past couple of months I've been getting into
>something that I promised myself I wouldn't get into when I
>got my Internet connection. And that is child pornography.
[...]
>But I can do something now. And that's why from this moment
>forward I will NOT access those services anymore! I've never
>been very strong willed, but this is something I MUST do!
>For me, and all of the ones I love. I will not risk my
>future for just a couple seconds of pleasure anymore. Well,
>I'm sure you hate me now. Fell free to flame, because I
>certainly deserve it."

Look, Dimples, you can take my word for it that a good
percentage of the readership here are die-hard enthusiasts.
No one is going to hate you for that, and if they do they
can take their sanctimonious attitude in the other direction.

The second paragraph of yours that I quoted annoyed me
somewhat. What kind of half-assed attitude is that? If
you're worried about cops, get a good encryption solution.
BestCrypt works well for PCs (www.jetico.com). But ultimately
stop thinking in that ridiculous way.

>And that's why from this moment forward I will NOT access
>those services anymore

HA! What are you trying to prove to yourself by saying that?
Have you decided that being on the moral high-ground will
make you feel better about yourself?

Sorry for picking on you, Dimples, but it's this kind of
attitude that I see here all the time. Like all those people
who seemed to be proud of their walking round stooping as
though they'd been defeated by society. It makes my skin
crawl!  Stand up straight, you cowering noodles! I must say,
it makes me wonder whether such a person merely likes
little girls because they DO in fact represent less of a
"threat", or are less "powerful" than adults, like those
anti-ped femi-nazis tend to say.

Oh, and hello to everybody! I haven't posted for a while, but
I've been reading!

'Sihme'
--------------------------------------------------------------



'True' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all,

Dearest Alice, full of grace
Perpetual smile, upon your face
Bright blue eyes, filled with Joy
Very excited, a little coy
She runs and jumps and sings and plays
May she stay that way, all her Days

.....I swear I wrote that just now...

LOL ,a big fan of ASGL-L.

'True'
--------------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

"Brother Chubba' wrote:
>On what you found in the bin... either be happy or VERY
>worried!  The guy is either a paedo like us or a psycho
>ready to start his own real life head replacements.  Try to
>find out who it is (without being too obvious)?

This was a random discovery. I will never be at the same
place again. I am hoping that this person was just someone
who doesn't have a computer and so had this as their only
avenue of fantasy. I don't think I will ever be able to
relate to an adult body on a child, though.

--

'Stephen' wrote:
>I think it would be helpful if some day the ASGL-L could
>be published in book form.

The main problem I see with this is how to edit it. There are
so many differing expressions of our girl-loving that it would
be hard to determine who's to leave out.  Our posts are
available in the archives for anyone who cares to read them.
I guess we could each go through our own posts and determine
which of them expresses our views best and which would be
interesting for another reader. We could submit those to an
editor for consideration but must be prepared to accept that
editor's decisions. I don't know how influential it would be
to society at large since many of our expressions are repulsive
to most people and we certainly don't all agree on everything.
We are individuals who happen to love little girls.

'Sanctuary'
--------------------------------------------------------------




'?' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

To: Dimples

I do not think you deserve to be flamed for giving up child pornography. The
issue of whether to look at child pornography is one that many, if not most,
of the members of this list have had to struggle with at one point or another.
Shortly after I got my own home internet connection, while trying to find
girl-love resources like this one, I blundered into some European and Japanese
sites which featured soft-core child porn (such as nude photos).

I was in heaven for about three months, as I was foolishly naive about how
readily one's internet connection could be traced by a determined law
enforcement agency. I quickly built up a considerable collection of photos
that, while legal under a close reading of US federal child porn laws, could
probably be considered actionable by any prosecutor who is interested in taking
liberties with his/her interpretation of the law. (And having for awhile
followed news stories about how we GLs and BLs are treated by law enforcement
officials, I know that wilful misinterpretation is far more likely.) As I
became more aware of the risks of detection, I experienced the paranoia you
described. I became afraid to answer my phone, every car with tinted windows
seemed to be following me, etc. All the joy I got from looking at the pictures
was being obliterated by the fear of discovery. So I just decided to go "cold
turkey" one day and destroyed my entire collection of images, even swimsuit and
night-gown pictures. That almost killed me, but I realized that the images had
ceased to bring me any pleasure and had become an albatross around my neck.

This is not to say that I think all erotic photography of children is wrong. I
strongly believe that nude portraits should be 100 percent legal and certain
types of "sexual activity" images should probably be legal as well with the
proper documentation of the child's consent on file. However, I think every
individual has to assess his/her own willingness to take the risk of exposure
and possible lengthy jail sentences. You and I both found that our tolerance
of such risks was lower than some other peoples. There are probably others on
this list whose tolerance was even lower and never even risked looking at
child pornography in the first place. As GLs, we all have to deal with the
issue of hatred and discrimination for being different. Hopefully, the other
members of the list will join me in supporting your particular decision,
recognizing that it was the right one for you.

'?'
------------------------------------------------------------------




'Tsarevitch' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Howdy Y'all,

'Stephen' wrote:
>we can get a better image of ourselves out.

Marketing and Public relations firms are known for working wonders with the
lowliest of groups [and the most venal of corporate interests - ed], why
not us?')

>ASGL-L could be published in book form.

The book would have to be edited by a credible third party source, either a
famous closeted-pedophile fiction writer, or a well known psychologist or
sociologist.  Also, to really make an impact, one can not just publish the
book with a small 'nobody' publisher which unfortunately would be the only one
to publish something like this if it is put together by a nobody writer.  "If
you write it, they will read ..."?  Just because it is in book form does not
mean that people will read, another point for a publisher with marketing
strength.

>Think what a boost it would give to us if a major magazine was to print a
>favourable review of such a book.

Again, the book needs a legitimate author to fill in the blanks and to edit
out some of the seamy content which what might be seen as socially repugnant
to the majority, or the closed minded readers.

--

'Daveboy' wrote:
>_The Magic Walking-Stick_

Parables are stories with hidden meanings, morality tales, which are dependent
on the use of symbols.  I am not a big fan of Freudian interpretations of
fairy tales but why a walking stick?  Does the walking stick perchance
symbolize gl's or a sexual act by a gl?  Is the walking stick a phallic
symbol?  Or am I reading too deep into the fable?

Your mission should you choose to accept it... (Key in the Mission
Impossible intro music here) If you touched up the story a little, maybe
lengthen it by a couple of pages; use a thesaurus and widdle out the word
crap!; make up our jeune fille into an "everygirl," (an all encompassing
character, with common traits from many little girls, similar to the Christian
literary tool of the "everyman"); further the social interaction between the
shopkeeper and the girl;  give more character depth to the 'matron' especially
since she is the antagonist, the instigator of the witch hunt; etc..., this
fable could be submitted for publication.   See if you can get your story into
a major literary journal or credible monthly magazine, Atlantic Monthly or
Harpers for example.  This would be a major literary coup!

Have a pretty Little Girl Week,

Read you later,

'Tsarevitch'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Yuri' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'Daveboy' wrote:
>_The Magic Walking-Stick_

Good story.

>'Albert Ross' wrote:
>It seems to be Spring for sure in Canada, and I keep falling
>in love with thin air, meaning it's probably best I try not to
>talk too much.  I'm a real fool in love, thin air or not, and
>you should trust me on that...

Ah, a fellow Canuck!

>What if someone were to start a website, or a book, written
>by anonymous paeds, addressed, anonymously again, to all the
>girls that some of us, for whatever reason, might have had
>to leave behind?

What if that person were you?

>ps - considering how early people started, back in biblical days,
>how old was the mother of god's favourite kid really?  Is it not
>rather convenient that most modern religions kinda skip that bit
>of the story?  Except around Christmas...  and then they pick the
>prettiest girl in the elementary for the part in the school play!

I believe she was 13 or so, which is a bit old for most of the
people on the list, but right up my alley.  ;)

Cheers,

'Yuri'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Storm clouds surely gathered over my abode for a while. Just over a week ago
Darian & Sierra's parents forbade them to speak to me, completely out of the
blue. Mother and I invited them to dinner, hoping to get an explanation and
to get in some good PR. But they declined. So Hades was my residing place
for far too long. Yes, I admit it; I reacted like an addict in withdrawal. I
had long periods of depression, uncontrollable shaking fits. I spent a lot of
time in my room, just so mother wouldn't worry. But she did anyway. She
knows I'm a GL and is fully supportive. To see me locked away from my
friends truly hurt her as well.

But the good news is that today (Sunday) I was able to talk with Desiree's
parents (under the pretext of ordering some goods). It cost me about $25 in
bath and body lotion, but I won their respect for communicating with them
about it. I found out from the complex's maintenance man, who is Desiree's
uncle, that he and Desiree's mother's half sister who also lives in the
complex hates with a passion my religion and only speaks bad about me, even
though I've never personally met her. So it's my theory that it originated
with her. So now not only is Desiree able to play with me, but so are Darian
& Sierra as well. So I spend half of the afternoon with them.

To Brother Chubba: Amusing, isn't it? Of course, as soon as I brought up
that there was a rumor going around that I was into witchcraft, Desiree's
parents acted so shocked; they just absolutely couldn't believe someone would
believe that about me! Yep, ya gotta love it when they squirm. As for the
reason I didn't play the game, it's because I found out later that Desiree's
mother interrogated her as to whether I touched her in any way "down there."
This way, both she and I can answer in all honesty "no." I refuse to put her
in a situation where she'll need to lie to defend me. I constantly teach the
kids to be honest and maintain a clear conscience. That, and if I were to
play such games, I would be a hypocrite according to the set of morals I am
known publicly to live by.

I went out today and bought a mini football and soccer ball to play with the
kids with. Darian & Sierra's got ran over by some careless motorist.

That's all for now.

'Ex Astris'
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Spike' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

It's been a quite a while, since I have posted, so I
thought I drop a line and let everyone get updated on
my life (somewhat)...

First, I lost my internet connection through my
regular ISP. They didn't like the fact that I visited
a certain type of web site, which were legal according
to the law, technically, but none-the-less they fed me
some garbage about keeping their internet service "pure"
and didn't want "questionable" material popping up on
their service, which is a load of sh*t, and they know it,
but hey I guess that's ok, because after the "meeting"
I went to a food store just looking around and I saw a CD
there that said "Totally Free Internet" so I got it, took
it home, installed it, and now I get FREE internet, and
all I sacrifice is a quarter inch of screen for an
ad... and that's it! It's cool, I had to change my
e-mail and other things, but basically kept everything
else... and I still visit the same sites that I did
before, I checked out the store's use policy, and they
don't have anything in their rules about visiting
"questionable" sites, so that's why I got it....

--

To let you know about Kristi, and Megan, I will give
a brief update...

First, Megan is still doing wonderful, we still
cuddle, but she doesn't like to be touched "down
there" so I don't do that. But she told me she liked
to hold (in her own words) "your thing" and I let her
do that all the time, I was sleeping one morning about
10am and her dad comes into my room, and tells me the
school called and said that Megan had "messed" her
pants and that someone had to come and pick her up or
bring new underwear and pants. Her father asked me to
get her, I was tired but I agreed while he went to
work. I opted to bring her home with me, and she was
happy that I did, as soon as I got her home, I went to
bed, I stripped down to my underwear, which I do all
the time anyway and got into bed. She comes in with
just her underwear on as well and got in bed with me.

She cuddled up real close to me. Of course, you can
imagine what kind of effect this had on me, and I
couldn't contain myself. Apparently she felt my
condition and promptly she wrapped her little hand
around my penis through my underwear. She didn't rub
it, or anything but just held it. We fell asleep like
that, and woke up several hours later with her rolled
over the opposite direction. Some would take advantage
of this, but I didn't. I take what I can.

Anyways, now Kristi. Kristi has really been "coming on"
to me and wants me to have sex with her. I just can't
bring myself to have sexual intercourse with her, but
I told her that I would try everything else with her.
She looked hopeful, but disappointed at the same time.
Damn! I wish I could bring myself into doing that! But
if I did, my luck would end me in jail for 20 yrs with
Big Bubba in block #8 being my best friend! Anyways,
we had a good time Saturday night, her mom told me
that in May she will have to go to Texas for a whole
week, and if I didn't mind, I could watch Kristi the
whole entire week, I would just move in for a whole
week!! I tried to hold my enthusiasm but the
possibilities of that just infiltrated my mind! She
didn't seem to notice though, and asked me if that
would be a possibility, I told her yes! as you can
imagine...

'Spike'
------------------------------------------------------




'?' writes:
------------------------------------------------------

Hello all:

I am glad someone out there collects and redistributes
news that is relevant to my life. Thanks to asgl-l for
your ever-diligent eye for news, especially news about
privacy issues.

I am writing to see if someone can direct me to a source
for world-wide obscenity laws, or at least information
on the obscenity laws of the most tolerant countries
in the world. Your help will be appreciated.

'?'
------------------------------------------------------




'Cindy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------

One thing bothers me about your newsletter,
and has for a long time.  You write: "ends" when
it ends.  I see the point, but I almost cry every time
I see that.  Would you think about not putting "ends"
there, and just putting a drawing of a little girl
or some flowers, or something "little girlish",
or a little girl in a flower meadow or something?

Just a thought on how to improve things.....

'Cindy'
------------------------------------------------------



ends (slowly, softly, surrounded by cute pink ponies
skipping around through in a shower of rose-petals) ;)

alt.support.girl-lovers                          22nd April 2000
----------------------------------------------------------------
                                       Last: 16th April 2000 (1)

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP



  [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* USA: _Library to Decide on Keeping "Child Porn" Books_
* USA: _Amending The Constitution Is No Answer to Victims' Rights_
* USA: _FBI stings stung by short sentences_
* Canada: _'We love each other,' student says of teacher_
* UK: _Teachers fall foul of pupils' false charges_
* USA: _Freudian fear and cooked statistics_
Book review
Humor




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

April 20th 2000

_Library to Decide on Keeping "Child Porn" Books_

SAN DIEGO -- Library officials were asked Wednesday
to decide whether to retain in the city's main library
two books containing pictures of nude children that a
judge has said are child pornography.

Superior Court Judge William Kennedy, finding a repeat
child molester guilty of possessing child pornography, said
the pictures in the two books "are not for art's sake but
for sexual and offensive purposes" and thus fit the
definition of child pornography.  The books are in the
reference section of the downtown library: "States of Grace"
by Graham Ovenden [ http://www.tate.org.uk/coll/cchtm/ovendeng.htm ]
and "Twenty-Five Years as an Artist" by David Hamilton
[ http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1854102664/o/
qid=956402472/sr=2-2/102-6416510-8835255 ].  Ovenden and
Hamilton are well known English photographers whose work
has been acclaimed by art critics but blasted in the US
by some conservative politicians and Christian
activists.

Photocopies made at the library were found in the
possession of Charles Stephen D[...], 49.  After a
one-day, nonjury trial, Davis was convicted Tuesday of
three counts of possessing child pornography.

Most of the pictures that Davis possessed he had taken
himself at Balboa Park, using a camera to photograph
young girls as they played on swings or sandbox slides.

After the judge's ruling, county prosecutors notified
the Police Department for possible enforcement of
anti-child pornography laws against the library.

Police officials conferred with library officials and
decided Wednesday to await the decision of a committee
being formed to review the two books.

Helga Moore, deputy library director, said the
oversized books will be in the reference section and
available for public viewing while the committee
develops a recommendation for the head librarian on
whether the books should remain. Like other art
reference books, the Hamilton and Ovenden works cannot
be taken from the library.

The decision on whether the books remain ultimately
may be made by the head librarian's boss, the city
manager, who works for the mayor and City Council.

"My advice to the library is to move slowly and
cautiously," said San Diego City Atty. Casey Gwinn.
"Let's not turn this into a book-banning party."

Moore said the committee, which will include members
of the public, will review the books for artistic merit.

"We do have books of nude photography in the library,
but they are selected based on artistic merit, professional
reviews and the reputations of the artists," Moore said.

Under the state's three-strikes law, Davis faces a
possible life sentence when sentenced May 7. His defense
attorney, Albert Tamayo, disagreed with Kennedy's finding
on the library books.

"If he's right, then the librarians are guilty of
crimes because they've possessed the books and made them
available to the public," Tamayo said.

----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

19th April 2000

Action Alert:

_Amending The Constitution Is No Answer to Victims' Rights_

Only weeks after narrowly defeating one proposed
constitutional amendment, the U.S. Senate is expected to
vote soon on yet another attempt to fundamentally alter the
nation's founding charter. A new measure - the "Victims'
Rights Amendment"
[ http://www.geocities.com/citizensftv/amendmentindex.html ]
to the Constitution - is expected on the Senate floor by
the end of April.

Sponsored by Senator John Kyl (R-AZ), the proposed
amendment, S.J.Res 3, recognizes that victims should be
heard and protected in the criminal justice system. But
rather than taking concrete steps to ensure that victims
are protected - as many state legislatures have done - the
proposed constitutional amendment would instead jeopardize
the principle that the accused are innocent until proven
guilty and that everyone in this country should have the
right to a fair trial.

Bud Welch, who lost a daughter in the Oklahoma City
bombing, recently told a Senate committee that "as a crime
victim, I do not want the Constitution amended."
"Having gone through the ordeal of witnessing a major
criminal case I believe more strongly than ever in the need
to protect the Constitution and the rights of the accused,"
Welch said. "I believe that if this constitutional
amendment had been in place it would have harmed, rather
than helped, the prosecution of the Oklahoma City bombing
case."

Oppose This Amendment

Amending the Constitution is an extreme act that should be
done only when there are no other alternatives available.

Victims of crime should be heard and protected, but we must
not unnecessarily and recklessly change the Constitution,
which has worked so well and has only been amended 17 times
in 209 years. Amending the Constitution should be reserved
for only those occasions when no other alternative is
available. And that is not the case with victim's rights.
Every state has either a constitutional amendment or
statute - or both - that protect victims' rights. We should
better enforce existing laws before taking the radical step
of amending the U.S. Constitution.

The proposed victims' rights amendment would jeopardize
the principle of innocent until proven guilty and the right
to a fair trial._ Our criminal justice system is based on
the principle of presumed innocence. Amending the
Constitution to allow victims to voice their opinions at
every step of a prosecution may undermine the foundation of
our justice system and the ability of the courts to operate
in an impartial and fair manner. The amendment would, for
example, allow victims to be present throughout the entire
trial even if they are going to testify as witnesses. This
might taint their testimony and lead to an innocent person
being wrongfully convicted.

Some victims' groups are concerned that giving victims the
"right to a trial free from unreasonable delay" will force
hasty prosecutions that result in the wrong person being
convicted.

TAKE ACTION

Fax Your U.S. Senator:
[http://www.aclu.org/cgi-bin/take_action2000.pl?GetDoc=214&dir=
aclu&redirect=/action/actthank.ht

Attention Attorneys:
Fax Your U.S. Senators With This Special Letter
http://www.aclu.org/cgi-bin/take_action2000.pl?GetDoc=317&dir=
aclu&redirect=/action/actthank.ht

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
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18th April 2000

_FBI stings stung by short sentences_

Even when FBI child molestation stings result in convictions,
the mitigating factors often result in sentences that are
"inadequate," claims Ernie Allen of the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children.

In sting operations in which the "young child" online turns
out to be a middle-aged cop, judges sometimes take the view
that no real damage was done.

"The problem in these cases, I think, is that the
perpetrators by and large do not fit society's image of
sex offender, child molester, the guy who crawled out from
under the bridge." Allen says.

As a result, average sentences in cases from the FBI's
undercover "Innocent Images" sting operation have been
18 to 24 months.

A federal court in Maryland last year refused to impose a
sentence in an Innocent Images case, saying there wasn't a
real victim - the "child" was in reality an FBI agent. The
U.S. Court of Appeals overturned that ruling last month,
noting that the issue was the perpetrator's intent, not
whether he engaged in sex with a child.

Similarly, in the sentencing portion of these cases,
defendants claim a variety of psychological issues, from
depression to addiction, including "Internet addiction
syndrome." Some have argued entrapment, and their cases
are headed for the Supreme Court.

Responding to what he says are inadequate sentencing
guidelines in these matters, Sen. Mitch Mc Connell, R-Ky.,
last month introduced legislation to create a five-year
mandatory minimum federal sentence for anyone convicted of
using the Internet with the intent of seducing a child.

-------------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
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April 19th 2000

_'We love each other,' student says of teacher_

Youth says he pursued her: Teen's mother writes judge to
urge lenient sentencing

SECHELT, B.C. -- A student who had an affair with his
teacher while underage said he was sexually attracted to
her from the first moment, pursued her relentlessly, lied
to her about his age and arranged to be alone with her in
her house for their first sexual encounter.

Now he says he loves her.

"The idea that she sexually exploited me is crazy," the
teenager said of Heather Ingram, 30, the high school
teacher in this town on the Sunshine Coast northwest of
Vancouver who pleaded guilty this week to having sex with
her student.

According to the Criminal Code, that amounts to sexual
exploitation because Ingram was in a position of authority
and he was only 17. According to the young man, it was a
classic case of boy chases girl, sweet-talks her into bed
and falls head over heels.

"I consider Heather my girlfriend," the student, whose name
is protected by a court-ordered publication ban, said in a
statement submitted to Sechelt provincial court.

"We have been together quite awhile and we love each other
very much. We have a totally caring relationship, which I
want to continue."

The boy's mother backs her son completely, and in a letter
to Judge Shirley Giroday pleaded for lenience in the
sentencing of Ingram, whom she describes as a "wonderful
young woman ... [and] an excellent teacher who has been a
positive influence on [my son]."

"She has sacrificed everything for my son and for their
love. Her career has been destroyed and her reputation
damaged," the mother told the judge.

In another statement, the mother describes her boy as "a
dynamic, independent, strong-willed adult who has been
making his own life decisions since he was 14. He is not a
victim and could never be coerced."

Later, she adds: "I welcome Heather into my family as my
adult son's choice of partner in their consensual
relationship. Heather is not a criminal and [my son] is not
a victim."

Ingram was suspended from her job as a mathematics, science
and business teacher at Chatelech secondary school in
October after she revealed the affair -- under pressure
from another teacher -- to her principal.

She quit before the Crown decided whether or not to lay
charges. She is to be sentenced on May 29 for a crime that
carries a maximum penalty of five years in prison.

By all accounts, she was a talented teacher. Clifford
Smith, former school superintendent, said she came to the
Sunshine Coast district with glowing recommendations and
was well-regarded by students, parents and fellow teachers.

"It's really sad that we've lost somebody of her calibre,
but I'm not at all sad about the action that I took," he
said yesterday, referring to his decision to suspend her.

Ingram won the Governor General's Award when she graduated
from Argyle secondary school in North Vancouver and had a
scholarship to attend Simon Fraser University. After
graduation, she worked at B.C. Hydro for two years before
enrolling in teachers college at University of British
Columbia where she graduated in 1995 with the top marks in
her class.

She taught for one year at John Oliver secondary school in
Vancouver before moving to Sechelt with her common-law
husband, whom she began dating when she was 17.

--

April 18th 2000-

_Teen lover in court to comfort teacher who 'exploited' him_

Former school teacher Heather Ingram stifled tears and clung to
her teenage lover yesterday after quietly pleading guilty to
having had sex with him when he was her student.

Ingram, 30, and the young man, who is now eighteen but may not
be identified because he was 17 when their affair began, appeared
rattled but said nothing before or after her appearance in British
Columbia provincial court.

Sentencing was set for May 29 for what Ingram's lawyer described
as a victimless crime.  He said the young man was a sophisticated
and willing player who has had sexual relationships since he was
14, and is now her live-in partner.

The affair, which began in January, 1999, cost Ingram her job as
a junior but talented teacher at Chatelech Secondary School and
ended her 12-year common law marriage to a man four years her
senior.

It also brought her unwelcome attention in this small town on
the Sunshine Coast, nothwest of Vancouver, which was intensified
this week when it was revealed that her boyfriend has been charged
last week with having sex with a 13-year-old girl last October.
The student himself is scheduled to appear in court May 5.

That was the same month Ingram's world fell apart.  A fellow teacher
at Chatelech, whom she had trusted with secrets of the affair,
ordered her to confess to the principal or she would report her.

As soon as Clifford Smith, the school superintendent, was told
of the affair, he suspended Ingram.

The B.C College of Teachers is reviewing the case, as they always
do in such instances, to determine whether Ingram, a star high
school student who graduated from the University of British Columbia
at the top of her class, should be stripped of her teaching
certificate.

--

April 18th 2000

[...]

Ingram's Vancouver lawyer, Bill Smart, asked judge Shirley Giroday
not to impose a jail sentence.

Smart told the judge the two were "living together" and that the
pair had the full support of the young man's mother.

Smart said the length and seriousness of the affair was not trivial
or intentionally manipulative on Ingram's part.

But prosecutor Dan Moon asked the judge to consider the serious
nature of the protracted affair.  He said the student initiated
the liasons back in January of 1999.

Moon said the student would always greet Ingram by saying something
sexually provocative when they saw each other in school.

Moon told the judge to two would have sex during school hours,
sometimes under the influence of "unspecified drugs."  He said
Ingram used drugs with the student "for the first time."

The couple came to court with a small entourage of friends who
attempted to conceal the pair from waiting media.

Ingram's younger sister, Lisa, acted as an unofficial spokes-
woman for Ingram, who refused any comment.

"She's too upset and concerned (about the case) to comment.
They just want to be left alone," Lisa Ingram said.  Asked
about rumours the pair were engaged, she replied, "No comment."

Smart said Ingram had exemplary academic achievements, including
a govenor-general's award for her high school accomplishments
from Argyle secondary in North Vancouver and a scholarship to
Simon Fraser University.

She graduated frrom the bachelor of education program at
University of British Columbia top in her class.

She has no previous criminal record.  Sentencing was postponed
until May 29 pending a pre-sentencing report.

-------------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

April 21st 2000

_Teachers fall foul of pupils' false charges_

A TEACHER broke down in tears yesterday in front of
colleagues as he told them of the pain and guilt he
experienced after being accused of hitting a pupil.

Three months later, Adrian Wells, 44, was told by the Crown
Prosecution Service that he faced no further action. It
had, he said, been three months of hell.

He spoke as members of the third largest teachers' union
urged the Government to review the Children Act of 1989,
which makes the child's interests paramount, and to
discourage the increasing number of children who make
false claims of child abuse.

It said that the Children Act, introduced ten years ago to
safeguard the rights of pupils, made it easier to suspend
teachers than children. Allegations of assault against
members had increased from 77 in 1996 to 120 in 1998.

Even though 90 per cent of children's claims of assault are
baseless, teachers are automatically sent home for anything
up to six months while local child protection committees
investigate the accusations. The accuser is rarely
suspended for even a day, even if found to have made up the
claim.

Sylvia Mason, a teacher from Gwent, told the union's annual
conference in Belfast of a fellow teacher who was accused
of a minor physical assault and was suspended for six
months. "The 14-year-old boy then decided to withdraw his
charge. The boy now walks around his school happily as if
nothing happened. For him, it didn't, but the teacher is a
broken man."

Jill Goodson, a teacher from Chelmsford, Essex, said she
was one of a dying breed of teachers prepared to take
children on foreign trips because of fears about child
abuse claims. "Four or five weeks of the year I lead
parties of children abroad and I have great difficulty
getting colleagues to accompany me. 'No thanks,' they say,
'I am not putting my job on the line'.

"This is something pupils are at risk of missing out on
because when I retire no-one will do it."

Peter Smith, general secretary of the ATL, said the
pendulum had clearly swung too far towards children's
rights and the Children Act needing changing. "These
allegations are substantially found to have no substance to
them. It is easier to suspend a teacher than it is a child.
All of us appreciate how important it is to safeguard
children. But what must be changed is the inbuilt
assumption, particularly by social services, that the
teacher is guilty until proven innocent."

-------------------------------------------------------------
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October 22nd 1999

_Freudian fear and cooked statistics_

 The recent media alert about sex-crazed "tweens" is mostly
 a lot of hoo-ha with naught behind it.

              Last week, in what has become a rite that
recurs every decade, Newsweek magazine sounded the alarm.
"Tweens: Are They Growing Up Too Fast?" asked the cover.
Yes! shouted the copy inside. The age of puberty in this
country is plummeting! Ours is a nation of sexually
sophisticated kiddies!

"They are a generation stuck in fast-forward, children in a
fearsome hurry to grow up," said the authors. "The girls
wear sexy lingerie and provocative makeup created just for
tweens in order to complete what some parents call the
Lolita look." Precocious, strangely seductive young girls
in 1999 are "8 going on 25," Newsweek warns, and they
"becoming sexually active at an alarmingly early age."

Newsweek is just the latest publication to join the chorus
of media decrying a new phenomenon of early blooming,
sexually precocious "tweens" -- a marketing term for
children between 8 and 12. The Des Moines Register, the
Plain Dealer, the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, the Washington Post and the New York
Times have weighed in on the topic with headlines like "A
Woman Too Soon: The Dangerous Trend Towards Early Puberty"
and "Too Young to Be Women."

As the end of the millennium nears, girls "are facing
teenage hormones before they've learned to multiply or
write their names in cursive," Redbook announces, fretting
that these child-women will spark demand for "Disney
deodorant and Baby Bop bras."

Taken as a whole, the stories have a telling subtext.
Barely hidden is the terror that reporters and editors seem
to feel as their daughters and their friends' daughters --
daughters everywhere -- evolve into sexual beings.

Obviously missing are the boys, good, bad or indifferent.
They mature several years later and become interested in sex
earlier, but this, apparently, is of no concern. Instead,
each story contains a gender-specific warning label hundreds
of words long: Remain alert and vigilant, parents of girls!
They will bloom before they (read: you) are ready and disastrous
consequences will ensue! Freud would be amused by the
undercurrent of hysteria: Clearly, Daddy is struggling
mightily with the fact that his girl may be attractive to
other men cuz -- yikes! -- she's even looking kinda sexy to
him. Hands off, she's mine!

In each dread-filled tome, "scientific evidence" is used to
show that girls are maturing earlier these days. And each
of the articles assumes, in a knee-jerk reaction born of
parental anxiety, that early puberty means one thing: early
sex.

Both lines of reasoning are flawed. The onset of puberty
appears to have stabilized 50 years ago. The age of first
intercourse leveled off 10 years ago. More than half U.S.
teenagers claim they remain virgins until age 17. But
interestingly, the science hasn't gotten in the way of a
good story.

Nearly all the stories originate with a 1997 report in
Pediatrics magazine. Benignly titled "Secondary Sexual
Characteristics and Menses in Young Girls Seen in Office
Practice," the 1997 study analyzes physical attributes of
17,000 girls seen in pediatricians' offices across the
country. Newsweek used a later report published in this
month's Pediatrics, "Reexamination of the Age Limit for
Defining When Puberty Is Precocious in Girls in the United
States: Implications for Evaluation and Treatment," that
reaches similar conclusions.

According to the 1997 study's principal author, Dr. Marcia
Herman-Giddens, the age of the onset of puberty (i.e.,
first signs of pubic hair and breasts) is much younger than
previously believed. While medical textbooks had put the
age of puberty onset at between 11 and 12, the study found
that the average age for white girls is actually closer to
10. For African-American girls, the study reported, puberty
usually starts just under age 9.

News of this decline set off alarms and mutated, in the
popular press, into a story about teen sex, where early
puberty became early sex and led inevitably to early
pregnancy. Doctors, nurses and teachers who had noticed
such things, like girls with breasts in the second grade,
were quoted and the study was heralded as proof positive
that the age of puberty was free-falling ever downward.

But was it?

"The truth is that the old data is inaccurate and the
textbooks were wrong -- for a long time," says professor
Dr. Robert Blum, director of the University of Minnesota
Pediatric Department's adolescent health program. The
Herman-Giddens report may be accurate, he says, but it
simply states what has been true for decades. "We simply
are not seeing this rapid decline in the age of puberty,"
he insists. "Short of doing tests of hormonal levels in
girls, the most concrete specific measure we have is
menarche (the onset of menstruation). And when you look at
the age of menarche, you don't see any decline that has
occurred recently."

Speculating that the old medical textbook charts were based
on scant study of the subject, he says that menstruation is
a more reliable marker of puberty and the age that girls
get their periods -- 12 and a half -- hasn't changed since
the 1950s. Even Herman-Giddens herself acknowledges that
the old textbooks, with figures describing puberty's onset
at 11 or 12, might have been wrong in the first place.

Though she declined to be interviewed, Herman-Giddens told
the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel last year that "the onset
[of puberty] does seem to be occurring earlier, but the problem
is there is no good data with which to make a comparison so
that we can say with absolute certainty that this is so."

Others, perhaps with less at stake, are more definitive.
"Why would menarche be still taking place at the same age,
if the onset of puberty was truly earlier?" says Rose
Frisch, a professor of population sciences at the Harvard
School of Public Health, who is doubtful about any recent
drop in the age of puberty. Frisch, who has studied
menstruation extensively, insists that the age of menarche
reached a plateau 50 years ago. She's puzzled why people
are acting like puberty is dropping now, in the '90s.

Noting that the "TV hostesses" have been all over her to
talk about this trend, she says, "I'm very surprised by the
response in the popular press. Mainly, I think the American
public just didn't know about this research." When she
considers the leap the media makes, from early puberty to
early sex, she says they're barking up the wrong tree.
"Environmental factors may be influencing girls' behavior,
but not biology. That hasn't changed since the 1950s."

But no matter. The press still loves this story, or
non-story, which has been a perennial favorite for almost
25 years.

Before the Herman-Giddens study there was the J.M. Tanner
study, which appeared in 1976 and is resurrected regularly
in the press as a scientific novelty. Tanner discovered
that the age of menarche had fallen dramatically among
Americans. While the average age of menarche in the United
States today is approximately 12 and a half, Tanner, an
authority on physical development, noted that in the early
1800s, the average age at the onset of menstruation was 17.

More current academic work on the topic suggests a far less
precipitous decline, from 14 in 1890 to 12 today, where it
leveled off in 1947; and, in fact, this irrefutable marker
of puberty hasn't changed since. Tanner's report, like the
Herman-Giddens study, was hardly earth-shattering and
probably would have slipped quietly into academic
obscurity. Instead it contributed to an outbreak of
inflammatory rhetoric about adolescent promiscuity and a
teen pregnancy epidemic.

Even though Tanner's contemporaries, like historian Vern
Bullough, immediately questioned the study's accuracy, it
was snatched up by Newsweek, Time and the Nation, among
others. Their stories all hyped the trend as current; none
noted that the trend toward early menarche had stopped 30
years earlier, in 1950.

In September 1980 Newsweek went with "The Games Teenagers
Play." They used Tanner's study to confirm that "something
has happened to those enduring young charmers who used to
wobble around playing grownup in Mom's high heels." With a
predictable swipe at working moms, reporters explained that
kids "are reaching puberty earlier, finding new freedom
from parental restraints, taking cues from a pleasure-bent
culture and playing precocious sex games in the bedroom --
often while Mom and Dad are at work."

The danger was not randy boys, but Lolita girls. "For
adolescent boys, sex has always been regarded as a rite of
passage, like getting permission to drive the family car,"
Newsweek allowed. Bemoaning "sexual adventurism among young
girls," the teen-pregnancy "epidemic" and the "rampant"
venereal disease resulting from this "carnal knowledge,"
the magazine then used the Tanner study as a springboard to
launch into a diatribe about girls whose "sexual awareness
thus runs breathlessly ahead of their emotional
development." Full of euphemisms for sex, like "stampeding
into sin," "going over the brink" and "unseemly sexual
stirrings," Newsweek fanned the flames of "precocious
puberty" alarmism, roundly condemning this new breed of
copulating schoolgirl.

Fast-forward a decade and Newsweek runs the same story. As
news. This time, the magazine calls the article, "The End
of Innocence" and places the story in the May 1991 special
issue on kids. Again, Tanner's study on the declining age
of menarche becomes the basis for a warning that girls
today are, sexually speaking, "two to three years ahead of
their counterparts a quarter of a century ago."

Perhaps because the sexually active teens that the magazine
excoriated a decade ago had become the parents of young
children, the magazine upped the ante a bit by suggesting
that vigilance needs to begin even sooner -- with toddlers.
"The sexual acceleration starts early and holds throughout
adolescence," Newsweek wrote. "A 3-year-old who no longer
holds her mother's hand becomes a 9-year-old who can
discuss homosexuality, AIDS and transsexual surgery."

The article continues to blame the media (the pop song "Me
So Horny" takes a hit) and moms ("Most mothers aren't home
when their kids return from school and can't exert
day-to-day control").

By 1999, Newsweek hits its stride. Last week's cover story
-- with a nod toward the healthy economy and the buying
power of 27 million American "tweens" -- manages to hit all
the familiar bases. The new Pediatrics study --
regurgitating the same stats that show white girls
beginning puberty around age 10 -- is cited to prove that
the age of puberty is plummeting and this segues --
surprise! -- into a paragraph on premature sexual activity.

Blame is dispersed. A finger is pointed, once again, at
working moms: "The vast majority of their mothers -- more
than 75 percent -- are in the workforce," and that and
divorce mean "they're often alone in the afternoons." And
the media is scolded for fostering a "tweens" love affair
with the TV show "Friends" and an obsession with Brandy,
Backstreet Boys, Pokemon and even Quake III -- all proof of
untoward sophistication.

Newsweek does not manage to provide proof that early
bloomers are having intercourse sooner or that absentee
moms, along with a premature dousing of hormones, are to
blame. Probably because it doesn't really exist.

"Actually, new studies have found that, if you control for
the age of the peer group, there is no association between
pubertal maturation and the age of sexual debut," says Dr.
Blum. In other words, girls who get breasts sooner are
treated like they're older than they are -- by boys *and*
their parents. They can attract the attention of older,
more sexually experienced guys. They can incur fear and
guilt and premature leniency or restriction in their
parents.

"Early puberty actually catapults girls into an older peer
group, and thus there is an association with early puberty
and sex," says Blum, "but it's actually related to who you
hang out with, not hormones."

In pointing out the difference between social maturation
and physical maturation, experts tend to agree that parents
and educators need to be sure they are not treating girls
who may look sexually mature as though they are more
mature. They point out that attraction is quite different
from action in young teens -- a fact that Newsweek and
other media alarmists seem too panicked to accept.

And these days, even further distinctions have to be made.
While articles about these sexually sophisticated teens
seem to have only one thing on their minds, the teens who
contemplate "sex" do not. Sexual intercourse is the
publicly-stated "problem" in the press, partly because it
allows the authors to bring up the specter of unwanted teen
pregnancies. The leap from there to a phantom teen pregnancy
"epidemic" is easy to make. But the teens who call
themselves "active" often have never had sexual intercourse
and have no intention of doing so anytime soon. Sex, to
them, is about blow jobs, hand jobs and heavy petting.

In fact, the rate of teen births in the United States has
actually dropped in the past few decades. According to the
National Center for Health Statistics, the rate has
declined from 525,000 teen births in 1956 to 513,000 in
1995. While any births to girls who aren't ready to be
mothers is problematic, it's important to put the "crisis"
in context. What has changed since the 1950s is not that
more girls are having babies, it's that more girls are
having babies out of wedlock. Those numbers have shot up,
so that while only 15 percent of teenage girls who gave
birth in 1960 were unmarried, 75 percent were unmarried in
1994. In other words, the number of shotgun weddings has
declined.

The evidence, old as it may be, that some girls start
puberty at age 8 or 9 has obvious policy implications. But
those implications just don't make great cover stories.
There have been plenty of studies that show that the key to
healthy sexuality and a lower teen pregnancy rate is good
sex education. But the same fear and ambivalence that spawn
hysterical media spam about "tweens" inhibits the creation
of decent education programs about sex.

"Puberty education is essential and needs to start
earlier," says Peggy Brick, a longtime sex-ed teacher who
now works as a sexuality-education consultant in New
Jersey. "It helps kids understand that this happens to
everybody. It normalizes things instead of everybody
feeling these changes are secret or nasty."

Secret and nasty. Sounds like a cover line. Look for it 10
years from now at a newsstand near you.

-------------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Friday April 21 2000_

 BALTHUS: A Biography. By Nicholas Fox Weber. Weidenfeld
and Nicolson 644pp, Pounds 30.00 - ISBN 0 297 64323 1.

 BALTHUS: Catalogue Raisonne of the Complete Works. By
Virginie Monnier and Jean Clair. Abrams 576pp, Pounds
140.00 - ISBN 0 8109 6394 9.

 BALTHUS. By Stanislas Klossowski de Rola. Thames and
Hudson 160pp, Pounds 24.95 and Pounds 12.95 - ISBN
0 500 09260 5 and 28212 9


The painter known as Balthus - now in his 90s - is a
biographer's nightmare: he is a man who has, against all
evidence, denied his Jewish ancestry, adopted a fictitious
Polish count's title, and seems to have taken delight in
continually reinventing his personal history. The problem
with Nicholas Fox Weber, Balthus's first biographer, is
that he takes the man and the fairy-tale biography he has
spun around himself more seriously than the painting.

The result is no less of a fiction than Balthus's own
playful but compulsive myth-making, for Fox Weber cannot
resist devising dubious and over-simplistic
psychoanalytical interpretations of key moments and
relationships in Balthus's life, seeking their reflection,
often quite spuriously, in his work.

Distancing himself from many of the supposedly scared or
sycophantic writers who have tackled Balthus in the past -
including Balthus's son Stanislas Klossowski de Rola - Fox
Weber seeks out the biographical truth, with a very
American sense of mission. He believes Balthus has genius,
and he is clearly moved by the work, but he expresses deep
unease at being in the power of his subject's rich and
disturbing imagination.

According to Fox Weber, Balthus is a master of
manipulation, intent on holding those around him in his
power. Fox Weber also believes that the paintings are an
exercise in deception: beneath their undeniable beauty,
tasteful composition and painterly genius lies a dangerous
mixture of cruelty, violence and perverse sexuality, all
the more reprehensible for being so disturbingly hidden.

Balthus, or Balthazar Klossowski (the de Rola is most
certainly an invention), stands very much alone in the
history of 20th-century art - figurative in the midst of a
tide of abstraction, and painting in a style that brings to
mind a host of predecessors from the Italian Renaissance to
the French pre-impressionists. His paintings are, however,
very much of their time, not least because of their
disturbing content and frequent distortion of the human
body. Balthus also connected very strongly with a wide
range of his contemporaries, all of whom held him in the
highest esteem: men such as Giacometti, Artaud, Camus,
Pierre-Jean Jouve, Bataille, Picasso and Malraux.

Apart from Piero della Francesca and Poussin, Balthus was
most influenced by Rilke, who was for many years his
mother's lover. For Rilke and Balthus, the world of myth
and dream that they believed more accessible to children
than adults was more important than everyday consciousness.
That Rilke should have been fascinated by the adolescent
Balthus and that the painter should have in turn been so
powerfully drawn to girls at the edge of puberty is no
coincidence, for both saw in this moment of awakening a
bridge between the fluidity of the imagination and the hard
edge of consciousness. Distracted by the sexual dynamics of
the mother-son-lover trio, Fox Weber misunderstands the
significance of Rilke's role as Balthus's mentor. He half
grasps Rilke's crucial influence, but seems to think of it
as a form of corruption, leading the painter away from
"reality". That Rilke should also have taught Balthus that
beauty and enchantment are inseparable from darkness and
terror Fox Weber finds intolerable. He refuses to see that
the violence implied in a number of Balthus's paintings
reflects inescapable elements of human nature.

Balthus is best known, notorious even, for his paintings
of little girls. To some he is little more than a
paedophile, but the publication of a catalogue raisonne
makes it abundantly clear that these paintings only form a
part of his total oeuvre. There are many landscapes,
still lifes, portraits and interior scenes that display an
indisputably original genius, and the catalogue
demonstrates as well that Balthus is one of the 20th
century's greatest draughtsmen.

Jean Clair has written a challenging if a little oblique
introductory essay to the catalogue raisonne and sees
Balthus as a kind of magician who will not divulge the
workings of his magic. To the inquisitorial American
biographer, Balthus is a master manipulator and deceiver,
countering his vulnerability by unconsciously acting out
his depraved fantasies in the portrayal of a recurring cast
of characters - either victims or aggressors - all of whom
Fox Weber claims to be reflections of the painter himself.

Fox Weber falls into Balthus's trap and plays willing
victim to the whip-wielding King of Cats, one of Balthus's
favourite forms of self-representation. He seeks to unmask
the man, to reveal the "real persona" - ignorant it would
seem that the Greek persona was an actor's mask, and
therefore never subject to any kind of reality test.

Attached to a simplistic notion of the truth, Fox Weber
fails to appreciate the polymorphous nature of Balthus's
play, that deliberately child-like mischief closer to the
riddles of a Zen master than to the lies of a confidence
trickster.

Balthus must have loved the idea of an English
language-bound biographer, because it allowed him to
indulge in another of his favourite roles, the Byronesque
dandy with a whiff of Heathcliff's savagery, dressed in
three-piece tweeds and Gordons clan tie, and repeating,
over tea and cucumber sandwiches, well-rehearsed anecdotes
in slightly stilted Edwardian-style English. Fox Weber has
checked the stories out like a dogged but rather
dull-minded policeman, and he keeps a firm grasp of the
"facts". But by not conducting his research in French, and
given Balthus's fairly basic English, it is probable the
author has missed many nuances. Although of Polish
parentage, Balthus is quintessentially French, and there is
a sense in which he remains, throughout the course of the
biography, beyond the author's reach.

A little distance from the subject sometimes makes for a
more accurate portrait, but in Fox Weber's case there is
almost a chasm, and his near-caricatural American's quest
for certainties does not serve the subject well. Much of
the power of Balthus's painting lies in its acute feel for
the creative indeterminacy associated with thresholds: the
cusp between sleep and waking, childhood and sexual
awakening. This is the territory of angels, the angels of
Rilke's Duino Elegies, but also Balthus's child models,
whom he has often described in this way, pointing to their
vocation as messengers that circulate freely, unlike
adults, between different worlds. It is also the crossroads
world of the boy-god Hermes, the message-bearer of the gods
but also trickster, thief, magician and liar.

Fox Weber cannot abide the thought that anything of value
might be associated with lies and deception. This is
distinctly un-American. But worse still, he has real
problems with the erotic subject-matter of some of
Balthus's paintings, torn between excitement and guilt, in
the manner of so many of his compatriots. Sex is never
straightforward in America, and Fox Weber finds it hard to
accept that Eros might have something to do with the pulse
of life itself, and that landscapes and flower paintings
might have erotic content.

So inevitably, as an American, Balthus's biographer
tortures himself when he is turned on by Balthus's girls or
the powerful eroticism of some of Balthus's great and
distinctly perverse paintings of the 1930s. He hangs on
desperately to the undeniable painter's genius that Balthus
has displayed throughout most of his working life, and
writes very evocatively at times - and with a keen eye for
detail - of Balthus's technique, composition and
extraordinary command of colour and glaze, but this only
increases his sense of betrayal by a man whose genius he
seems to feel has been used to deceive and corrupt him. At
one particularly revealing point in his search for the
truth, Fox Weber shows The Victim, a painting that depicts
a naked woman lying down with a knife barely visible on
the floor beside her, to the chief of the Manhattan
district attorney's Sex Crimes Unit, as if an expert's
opinion could clear up the mixed feelings that the
painting undoubtedly provokes.

Balthus has always shunned interpretation: for him, the
exercise is worse than self-defeating because the reductive
games of the mind destroy the intrinsic power of images.
Balthus's "lies" can be taken as a form of dishonesty, but
they can also be understood as a continual challenge -
worthy of the divine liar and cheat Hermes - to the tyranny
of consensus "reality" and "truth". Art might be a kind of
lie that gets you closer to the truth. As Balthus knows all
too well, it is almost impossible to write about the things
most essential to great painting. Jean Clair's poetic essay
in the catalogue raisonne, with illuminating references to
Kleist, Heidegger and Walter Benjamin, is tentative and
allusive. He does what a sensation-biased biographer cannot
do, and that is begin to locate Balthus in the context of
modernity.

In stark contrast, Balthus's son, de Rola, in a slightly
revised introductory essay to a useful basic collection of
his father's work, makes claims for the timeless
spirituality of the paintings that are perhaps best left
unwritten, as they are, to a receptive audience, more than
obvious. The catalogue raisonne is expensive, but, as with
all comprehensive volumes of this kind, it provides a
fascinating record of the artist's development and working
methods.

In the biography's case, we come away knowing more about
the author's confused obsessions and capacity for guilt and
self-flagellation than we do about the "real" Balthus. Much
of the book works on the level of gossip: some of it is
entertaining, particularly Fox Weber's account of the
bizarre places in which many of the privately owned works
now hang. The book's journalistic easy-read quality is
matched, however, by sloppy fact and spell-checking:
Balthus fantasises about being encoule by Jean-Louis
Barrault; the great French actor Alain Cuny appears as
Curry, the Nazi sculptor Arno Brecker as Breher, and our
own Lucian Freud is gallicised as Lucien.

Fox Weber admits feeling betrayed by Balthus. It is a pity
that he should have allowed himself to become so personally
involved with his subject, and driven relentlessly to
settling scores with a man whose work is so much more
important than his life.

------------------------------------------------------------




Humor:  with thanks to 'Dusty' from BoyChat:
------------------------------------------------------------

_The Top 10 Reasons For Being Fired From the Toy Store_

10. A little too much 'joie de vivre' while demonstrating
the erector set.

9. Every time you're passed over for a promotion, you
stick your head in an Easy Bake Oven and threaten to
"end it all."

8. Numerous parental complaints about your "Tickle Me
Beaver" display.

7. Too many parents call asking if your store's cleaners
found any little girl's panties on the floor of the store.

6. Cross-dressing the Ken and Barbie dolls and telling
kids they're the new "Jerry Springer" edition.

5. The "My Little Vibrator Kit" (with starter KY tube)
is not selling.

4. Impromptu demonstrations of why Malibu Ken is not
anatomically correct.

3. You reprogrammed the entire stock of My First
Spelling Computer so they teach kids the words they
*really* want to know.

2. Your sales display, "Ken's Bangkok Beach Fun"
was not exactly an overwhelming success.

1. Your ingenious combination of the Kid's CamCorder
and the Radio-Controlled Speedster was not excatly
appreciated by some girls in skirts.

------------------------------------------------------------
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'The Fairy Knight' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Brian' Wrote:
>Maybe it's just me, but the idea of a vindictive entity who
>throws his failed creations into everlasting torment for little
>reason really really bothers me. That's one of the big things
>that's making me explore the Pagan and Wiccan religions.
>Death is supposed to be a part of life, it shouldn't be
>something to be afraid of 'in case something nasty happens'.

Actually, that sounds perfectly natural to me! Of course, I am
pagan and so the idea of hell is a little strange to me. Oh
well, "To Each Their Own".

What traditions have you examined? I am trying to find one that
is more or less supportive of the GL mentality, and the closest
I can come is a few that are indifferent or so distasteful
that I would never touch them with a ten foot pole! If I
can't find one, I am tempted to start one. Perhaps the
worship of Persephone or Soules Meta (the daughter of the Sun,
portrayed as a child. Was the lover of the moon god till her mother
found out and cut his face with a sickle and banished him from her
presence).

--

To 'Mr. Children':

Welcome on board! Glad to have you :) Good luck in your relation
with Tina.

--

To 'DaveBoy':

That story was absolutely beautiful. It brought tears to my eyes,
and not many stories do that any more. I hurt for the poor man
in the story. And for the little girl who had something so precious
taken from her. Innocence is not ignorance, but rather trust and
an appreciation of things that are special for no other reason than
that they are beautiful in our eyes.

--

I used to work in a pre-school as a volunteer, and today I met
the mother of one of the children and another one with her grandmother.
It has been several months, but I was told on both occasions that
the child in question still talks about me favourably. That warmed my
heart no end. Maybe its a good omen ;)

'The Fairy Knight'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Easy Rider' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"Dimples" wrote:

>But I can do something now. And that's why from
>this moment forward I will NOT access those
>services anymore! I've never been very strong-
>willed, but this is something I MUST do!
>For me, and all of the ones I love. I will not
>risk my future for just a couple seconds of
>pleasure anymore. Well, I'm sure you hate me
> now. Fell free to flame, because I certainly
>deserve it."

My first comment is nobody has the right to flame you for
giving pornography up. One thing about porn is you never
know whether it was consensual or not.  If not, then what
you are getting excited about is the abuse of a beautiful
lg.  How could anybody enjoy that? If it was consensual,
it is still nobody's business what went on there, and
should have been kept private in the first place.  I
don't understand why you feel you "deserve" to be flamed.

On the other hand, I have to say who of us does not love
the view of an lg's nude body? They are the most beautiful
creations on earth, and I could feast my eyes on them
without ever getting bored.

--

"Simhe" wrote:
>Look, Dimples, you can take my word for it that
>a good percentage of the readership here are
>die-hard enthusiasts.

What, a survey was taken here?  You can presume to speak
for yourself, but not for everybody, or even necessarily
the majority here when it comes to pornography (which for
the sake of discussion, is defined here as sexual
activity between an lg and another person.)

>The second paragraph of yours that I quoted
>annoyed me somewhat. What kind of half-assed
>attitude is that? If you're worried about
> cops, get a good encryption solution. But
> ultimately stop thinking in that ridiculous
> way.

I see nothing ridiculous about wanting to protect
yourself from society, which has, I might add, the
power to ruin your life.  I suppose it's ok to have
a cavalier attitude about this stuff if you have
nothing to lose.  But if one has a family, a good
job, the loss of which will cause hardship in one's
life,  or perhaps the prospects of a job which
require one to undergo fingerprinting and a background
check, such as most jobs working with kids require,
then one would be stupid to risk it all for an
addiction.  Of course, if one hangs clothing in a
department store, has no family to worry about and
is only concerned about himself, and has no fear,
or for that matter, clue, about consequences,
then by all means, keep enjoying....

>Sorry for picking on you, Dimples, but it's this
>kind of attitude that I see here all the
> time.Like all those people who seemed to be
> proud of  their walking round stooping as
> though they'd been defeated by society.

Nobody is being "defeated." We are being realistic.
You take certain risks in life depending on whether
what you get out of it is worth the possible
consequences. If Dimples feels the possible
consequences to his activity are not worth the risk,
who here is qualified to say otherwise? I know
somebody who was recently arrested for just such
an offence. He was lucky and did not have to do
jail time. But he must undergo "therapy."
They give unannounced polygraph tests to make sure
you are not looking at pics of any young girls.
They actually engage in aversive conditioning, a
la  _A Clockwork Orange_.  They hook you up to a
"penile plethysmography" machine, which measures
your sexual arousal while looking at pics of lg's.

If you register a sexual response, they give you
a blast of ammonia up your nose. They have "group"
every week (for which you must pay) and you have
to tell your fantasies and if you had thoughts
about lg's when you masturbated. You have to avoid
even being in places where lg's congregate. The
stated goal is to "change your thinking."  It is
all pretty demeaning.  In the meantime you have
a felony record which means you will, in all
probability, only be able to get crappy little
jobs for the rest of your life.  Looking at porn
is not worth it. That is a fact of life. Period.

--

'DD' wrote:
>I have all next weekend with Laura as her Mom is
>going to a show in the city and her brother is
> going to be with hi dad, But at her Moms
> suggestion Laura is staying with me.I'm telling
>Laura about it tomorrow, she's going to go wild.
>I am to be her daddy, for a couple of wonderful
>days.....

Two comments: 1) Does this mother have no clue how you feel
about her daughter, or doesn't she care? Most mothers would
never let their daughter stay with a guy for the weekend.
You are too lucky. 2) I am not sure I could trust myself to
have that kind of freedom with an lg who is as loving to you
as Laura appears to be. You must have strong will power.
This is a little harder to resist and a damn sight more
rewarding than looking at pictures.

--

'Pegassus' wrote:
>She was perfect, intelligent, friendly and
> gorgeous.  Neither she nor her parents
>seemed to mind that her intoxicatingly beautiful
> breasts were being displayed to whomever cared
> to glance down her top.

I love when that happens.  At moments like that you can look
at a girl with unabashed desire, and know that she welcomes
it, wants it.  She consciously offers you the view of her
bare breasts. You consciously accept that, and make it clear
by your staring, that you find her beautiful and desirable.
A moment of true intimacy.

'Easy Rider'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Well, I spent a relaxing weekend out of town. I got to spend time with
friends I only keep in touch with by snail-mail any more. So I feel pumped
and energized. With all girl-loving privileges returned to me in the
community, we've been having a lot of fun. Whenever we play though, Darian,
Desiree, Melanie (a new chubby little red-haired girl) love to try to do
hand-stands. It's a heavenly view, especially with loose shorts or skirts
on, but it scares me half to death thinking of what the parents are going to
say. I've learned in life that just because I don't encourage it doesn't
mean I won't be blamed for it. Melanie just moved in about a week or two ago
and has joined our group of friends. She's very well mannered, as I think
she's been raised by her grandmother. I know that's who she lives with right
now anyway. I also see her forming a real heavy attachment to me, perhaps
even a crush. I think she's either 7 or 8. I've never asked. I came home the
other afternoon, with the usual massive rush of kids up to my tiny car. This
time though Desiree opened my door, climbed on top of my lap, and kissed me
full on the lips. Before deathly fright of discovery set in, passion drove
me to return it. We just sat there for a few eternal seconds, arms around
each other, bathing in the glow of love. No consequences erupted, so I don't
think any adults saw. But unable to control my anatomical consequences,
arguably the most intense erection of my life erupted beneath her thighs.
She glanced straight down to it after the kiss ended, rearranging herself to
straddle my lap. During the following seconds of just staring intensely into
each others' eyes, my hands gently encompassed her buttocks, pressing her
against me. A slight inhale, flutter of breath and widening smile signalled
her approval. I soon had to get out of the car and bring some groceries in
though, and we all played afterward as if nothing out of the ordinary had
happened.

--

To 'Brian:' I can fully relate to your disenchanted view of religion as a
result of the hellfire doctrine. There is absolutely no logic in a God who is
defined as the epitomy of love, and yet who punishes perpetually for just a
short lifespan of wrongdoing. I will not go into the reasons why I reject
this view, as this is not an appropriate forum for such discussion. But what
I've discovered in my extensive historical studies, is that the majority of
mainstream religious doctrines originated during the European dark ages. And
therefore IF one were to give consideration to biblical teachings, they
would need to set aside their preconceptions. As I said once before; don't
throw the baby out with the bath water. Just a thought ;)

--

Also regarding the child-porn issue. Yes, it is surprising how easy it is to
find it. I do avoid the stuff myself, and when recently I happen across
some, I immediately informed about it. Some here may jump on
me for this, but as a matter of conscience, I felt the need to do it.

--

To 'Sihme:' I liked what you had to say about walking around with stoop, and
feeling as though we need to prove something. I have been working very hard
to correct my posture through a positive change in attitude and by seeing a
chiropractor. It's done me a lot of good!

--

Regarding 'Stephen's idea of putting ASGL-L in book form; what you could
always do is buy a few very large ring-binders, print out the listings in
hard-copy, hole punch them, and catagorize them chronologically. I myself do
not keep ANYTHING in my physical possession that could be used as empirical
evidence of my pedophilia.

Never let go of the love within you, for in that day all that is not love
will take over.

'Ex Astris'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Tempest' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

My car engine recently blew up so I had to find an alternative mode of
transportation.  I live on the bus route but I only live a few miles from
where I work, so I invested in a little motor scooter called a GO-Ped, well
when I went into the store to get it, there were Go-Ped Bumper stickers and
everything.. I just thought that it was cute and I get a kick out of it.
Maybe I will get one of the bumper stickers for my car when I get it fixed.
Maybe not, driving by the local school attracts a lot of attention from the
kids there :-).

I also have been having a little relationship with the daughter of a family
friend, we haven't done anything, just snuggling and stuff. The other day
the father approached me and said that he knew that I was Kissing his
daughter on the lips.  Yes my heart dropped too, he just said that he didn't
mind "as long as you don't shove your tongue down her throat" :-) which got
us to talking, both he and his wife like me, his children love me and he
knows that I would never do anything to hurt them, and he trust me :-)
so it was a very nice day.

--

On the people that think that they can give up looking at pictures of the
ones they adore, I have said that as often, probably more often. Yep, more
often than I have said I would never have another drink.  I think that the
pictures, whatever they are, are a way to fulfil some of our fantasy life,
that way we don't become what society hates.  Also on the pictures, often
when looking at the ones that I have seen I often visualize someone else,
thinking about what I wish I could do or whatever.  However when I am with
that person, that thought is the furthest thing on my mind.  I only am happy
to be with them and want to make them happy, I guess I get tunnel vision
when I am with them and the world goes down to just the 2 of us and she is
the most important person in that world. :-)  Well this was going to be a
short one, but oh well... take care and last but not least... Go-Ped! :-)

'Tempest'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Tsarevitch' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Brian' wrote:
>The last thing I did before failing at University . . .

My academic college career is too falling out of the sky like a
broken down, neglected satellite.  I will be falling 2 courses
short of a BA! But I hate school so much ... to finish!  Too
overwhelming!

But poison is not on my diet despite the bleak future on not
knowing where to go next occupationally-wise.  Is there any jobs
like elementary school masseuse?  What can one do without any
talents, and without a degree these days that doesn't involve
the trite "Would you like fries with that?" question.  Is
there any legitimate/legal lg/gl marketable business or am I
praying for chocolate rain, (something that will never happen).

   [ Ice-cream van driver/seller for the summer ?  ;) ]

--

'Angel DeAmor' wrote:
>I am afraid that if the girl confides to the therapist,
>he may have to report my friend.

Try and muddle your way through, say www.findlaw.com on
confidentiality laws or legal ethics and professional
responsibility.  I also heard from recent cases that
confidentiality does not apply priests and their obtained
confessions anymore.

--

'Pegassus' wrote:
>I suspect that most of you really don't care about my posts because I
>haven't really gotten any responses from my previous posts.

HA-Ha! A response!  I'll make a liar out of you yet?!?
Please, do not take the prior lack of responses personally.
Some points are so well made that they do not need replies.

>with the shepherds

Where are these shepherds?  Are there any shepherds left in
the developed nations? (Redundant and uninvited questions, you
don't really have to answer, I did not mean to make light of
your situation).  But Ha, another response to your post,
take that.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>First, I lost my internet connection through my regular ISP.
>... but none-the-less they fed me some garbage about keeping their
>internet service "pure" and didn't want "questionable" material popping
>up on their service ...

I did not know the United States' beloved (and near fascist) Christian
Coalition provided internet service?

>I saw a CD there that said "Totally Free Internet" else... and I still
>visit the same sites that I did before, I checked out the store's use
>policy, and they don't have anything in their rules about visiting
>"questionable" sites,

From FAQ of Altavista's Free internet site:

>"Are you able to track my web usage?
>
>In order to provide you with customized advertisements, AltaVista Free Access
>monitors your web surfing patterns. This is done to make sure you see
>advertisements that are suited to your tastes and preferences."

'Buyer beware' many of these ad generated free net services track
their net users to "tailor" their ads to their customers.  I don't
know what they do with the information... ?!

--

Lastly:

Thank heavens for the most un-American of sports: Soccer!  This
Saturday, I beheld a feast of sunny, active, beautiful lg's at
my 5 year old [...]'s youth soccer 'game.'

My heart was recharged for a week after this amazing event,

'Til next week,

'Tsarevitch'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Yuri' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

>'Spike' wrote about Kristi.

Forgive me, but I don't feel like going back over a whole bunch of
postings: how old is Kristi?

'Yuri'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Girl_luvr' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Two days ago I had to go to the hardware store.   As I came out a
slim girl of about 11 or 12 was unlocking the door of the car next
to mine.

It was an unusually warm Autumn day are and she was wearing a bolero
top (the type that leaves a bare middriff) and a quite a short, tight
denim skirt.

She opened the door and instead of sitting inside, she crawled across
the seat to reach something on the other side.  Of course the short
skirt did not cover her bottom and I was surprised to see that she
appeared to have nothing on.  Then I realised that her panties had
ridden up the crack between her buttocks and only the small bit of
material covering her crotch was visible from the rear.   Had I been
able to see the front, I suspect it would have looked completely
normal.

It quite made my week, although one day I think these young girls
will give me a heart attack!

Regards,

'Girl_luvr'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'K' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone, I just wanna say welcome to all the new people
(I'm kind'a new myself).

'Mr. Children' -- I really liked your post. I also really liked
Cindy's - Cindy are you really female?

I hope you all liked my silly poem - I'm working on another,
more detailed one.

'K'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello All,

In response to the recent post regarding the publishing
of a book...

I'm not for sure how much interest it would be to the
general public, but if you believe in it, that works
for me. It was mentioned that there was a problem of
finding a publisher, etc. I don't believe a big name
publisher is needed; it's all in how it's promoted.
At least in the US, the best thing to promote sales or
to get noticed is controversy. Americans love
controversy. As long as you don't mind that the book
would be read by our enemies in order to use it
against use as well as our allies. All you need is
publisher who willing and capable of putting out as
many copies as needed and a distributor that can do
the same. You start by contacting every single
anti-ped group you can find and pretend to be one of
them. You then proceed to tell them about this
"horrible piece of trash" you accidentally found and
encourage them to take action against the publishers
of this "smut"; at the same time you pitch to various
news agencies who will likely initially ignore it till
they see the large upheaval of all the political
groups, then they'll take notice and so will millions
of others who love a good controversy and want to find
out for themselves what all the fuss is. That ought to
give you a good start. There are a few various other
more underhanded tricks, such as, sneaking one into
your local library and then complain about it's
presence to the city counsel. I could go on, but I
won't.

'Rasputin's Dog'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Kirillov' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

I've been reading this list for almost a year now and recently I've
been increasingly pursued by the idea that we need to take some
small step towards unravelling that unfortunate and ubiquitous chain
of associations: paedophile ==> child molester => sick, creepy old guy.

So, I'd like to know, would anyone be interested in making a documentary
film on paedophiles?

Of course, this film couldn't be made like other documentaries since

a) it would be problematic to actually meet and

b) most all participants would need a fairly high level of anonymity.

What we _could_ do however, is this.  People would submit some sort of
material for the film.  The submissions could be quite varied:

self-interviews (audio only, since I'd really like to avoid that
"mystery man" TV convention where the subject's face is hidden in
darkness or digitally obscured), any sort of thoughts or statements
concerning gl's or bl's, poetry, photographs, video, music, artwork,
etc. Of course, I'm not interested in pornography; that would be
completely counter to the idea.

I have some ideas for the beginning and ending of the film, and
hopefully some sort of overall structure for the film would emerge
from the submissions.  I've seen that there are a number of quite
intelligent and talented people on the list, so I don't doubt that
something interesting would come of this.

I could shoot silent footage to fill any gaps in the visuals.  In
fact, I have all the necessary equipment to photograph and edit the
documentary on 16mm film.  I've had some good thoughts as for the
best visual style too.

The subject is quite unique, which means we'd potentially have a
good chance at getting the film into some of the more fringe festivals.
And with a little of the ol' "public outcry", the film could get quite
a bit of free publicity.  But of course, the subject matter is extremely
volatile, so all this would need to be well thought out beforehand.

If anyone is interested in such a project or has comments or
questions, please share them.  I'd really like to do this.

'Kirillov'
---------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Have you seen the NAMBLA documentary, called _Chicken Hawk_
     I think ?  And the UK documentary by Dea Birkett, _The Devil
     Amongst Us_ ?   Internet Radio might be better, done as
     streaming MP3 files or similar, listened to through WinAmp or
     RealPlayer, etc. ]




Someone in Germany writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

I was in Frankfurt a.M., Germany.  There is in the moment a very
beautiful serious exhibition with the title:

"SeelenReich" - Symbolismus 1870-1920

They are to see also beautiful child nudes, paintings and
sculptures.  The exhibition is only open until the end of
this month. But you must see!!!  They are also a beautiful
catalogue with all paintings of the exhibition for 58,-DM.

Later the exhibition comes to England.

Someone in Germany
---------------------------------------------------------------------





ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                          30th April 2000
----------------------------------------------------------------
                                       Last: 22nd April 2000 (1)

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP




   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


UK: _Minister to consider ending 'hell' of the accused_
USA: _Prison term law narrowly upheld_
USA: _Woman Convicted After Teen Chat Meet_
USA: _Judge rules two library books are child pornography, not art_
USA: Ohio: _Court upholds state's sex predator law_
USA: editorial: _A Victims' Rights Plan That Goes Much Too Far_

Security alert: _Major Eudora Security Flaw_
Security: _Intel will abandon unique IDs in CPUs_
Europe: _Spooks Covertly Pushing For End of Anonymity?_

UK: _Plan to withdraw offenders' benefits_
USA: _A Victims' Rights Plan That Goes Much Too Far_
UK: _8 out of 10 girls' schools have been closed_
UK: _Nudist challenges male indecent exposure law_
UK: _8 out of 10 girls' schools have been closed_
UK: opinion: _Young girls, get out of my mind_
UK: book review: _Crusade or witch-hunt?_




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

27th April 2000

_Minister to consider ending 'hell' of the accused_

A TEARFUL appeal to rescue teachers and their families
from the stigma of false allegations of child abuse brought
a pledge of action from David Blunkett yesterday.

For the second time in a fortnight, a teachers' conference
watched as one of its members wept while pleading for a
better deal for those maliciously accused by a pupil. Jayne
Jones, a teacher from Wrexham, received a standing ovation
from the 500-strong audience after she fought back her
tears to tell Mr Blunkett, the Education Secretary, of
"nine months of sheer hell".

"Innocent until proven guilty - for teachers that does not
apply," she said. "My family suffered nine months of sheer
hell when my husband was the victim of malicious and false
allegations. What is the Government going to do to protect
teachers and their families?"

Mr Blunkett said his heart went out to Mrs Jones and her
husband, and said that he had already appointed a
small working group to improve the treatment of teachers
accused of abuse.

Mr Blunkett said he was prepared to consider enforcing the
anonymity of accused teachers. "It is difficult because
teachers are very much on a public platform. But all of us
would be sympathetic to not publishing teachers' names
widely if that could be achieved," he said.

The Association of Teachers and Lecturers, where last week
Adrian Wells of Aberstwyth wept as he told of three months
of torment after a false accusation of assault, heard that
the number of cases had doubled in three years and over 90
per cent proved completely unfounded.

Nigel de Gruchy, general secretary of the NASUWT, said
yesterday: "All we ask is that no teacher is suspended on
the basis of the say-so of one pupil. We have had people
who have been suspended for five years and in those
circumstances they just crumble. I think Mr Blunkett has
opened the door to more considerate treatment."

---------------------------------------------------------




USA:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Prison term law narrowly upheld_

April 20th 2000

A mandatory six-year prison sentence for a 16-year-old boy
who had consensual sex with his 13-year-old girlfriend
might be unfair, but it does not violate the Oregon
Constitution, a heavily divided Oregon Court of Appeals
ruled Wednesday.

The 5-4 ruling upholds the constitutionality of Measure
11, which sets minimum sentences for certain crimes, in the
case of Justin Edward Thorp, now 19, who was convicted
in 1998.

The ruling comes just months before what is expected to be
one of the most passionate debates of the fall election:
whether to repeal Measure 11, the mandatory minimum
sentencing law that voters passed in 1994.

In 1996, Thorp made love at least twice with his consenting
13-year-old girlfriend. The girl's mother reported him to
police. The Clackamas County district attorney's office
then prosecuted Thorp, and in 1998 he was convicted of two
counts of statutory rape.

Measure 11 prescribes a mandatory minimum of 75 months in
prison, but Clackamas County Circuit Judge Robert Morgan
determined that such a sentence was cruel and unusual
punishment in violation of the Oregon Constitution.

Morgan based his decision in part on the fact that the
girl said she initiated the sex. Thorp was three years and
10 days older than his victim. But had the difference in
their ages been three years or less, it would not have
qualified as second-degree rape. At most, he would have
faced a misdemeanor sex offense and been sentenced to
probation, prosecutors and defense attorneys agree.

Morgan opted to sentence him to 35 months in prison, based
on state sentencing guidelines. The state appealed, arguing
that the 75-month sentence did not violate the Oregon
Constitution. The majority of the Court of Appeals agreed.

"It is our duty, under the Constitution, to uphold the
mandated sentence unless we can say that the sentence
shocks the 'moral sense of all reasonable' people," DeMuniz
wrote. "That we cannot say."

Haselton and three other judges disagreed strongly.

"Under Oregon law, this 16-year-old defendant would have
received a lesser punishment if, instead of having sex with
his girlfriend at her initiation, he had compelled her to
engage in prostitution, used her in creating child
pornography or sexually abused her corpse. Disproportionality
is manifest," Haselton wrote.

Critics of Measure 11 seized on the ruling.

"This case is a good example of how Measure 11 is misused
by district attorneys," said Cathi Lawler, chief petitioner
for a proposed initiative to overturn the measure.

---------------------------------------------------------



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Woman Convicted After Teen Chat Meet_

21st April 2000

A 48-year-old woman has been convicted of using the
Internet to entice a minor after she traveled to
the Los Angeles area to rendezvous with a 16-year-old
girl she met in an online chat room, according to news
reports.

The Reuters news service said that Miriam O[...] pleaded
guilty in US District Court Thursday after prosecutors
recalled how she had quit her job as a music teacher, and
then flew to Ontario, Calif., east of Los Angeles, where
FBI agents were waiting to seize the couple.

US authorities had been tipped off to the meeting by a
Canadian law enforcement officer who had been monitoring
the chat-room conversations between O[...] and the
teenager, who had also exchanged "marriage vows" by
phone, Reuters reported. The maximum penalty for the
offense is 15 years in jail. Sentencing was scheduled
for July 17.

---------------------------------------------------------




USA: more detail on the "library porn" case reported
here last week:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Judge rules two library books are child pornography, not art_

April 19th 2000

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego police said yesterday that they will
investigate a judge's ruling that pictures copied by a
pedophile from books available at the San Diego downtown
public library are child pornography.

The finding was referred to police by the District
Attorney's Office after a prosecutor obtained a felony
conviction of possessing child pornography against a
49-year-old man in San Diego Superior Court.

Photocopies from the books were seized from Charles Davis,
who is facing a life prison term, in part for possessing
copies of three photographs he told police he copied from
two reference books shelved in the library's second-floor
arts section.

Judge William Kennedy, at the conclusion of a one-day,
nonjury trial, ruled that the photographs depicting naked
young girls in provocative poses constituted child
pornography.

"They are not for art's sake but for sexual purposes,"
Kennedy said in rejecting arguments by Davis' lawyer that
the photos had artistic merit.

Library officials said they have repeatedly rebuffed police
inquiries about which patrons have reviewed specific books
and know of no incident in which books have been forcefully
taken from the library by law enforcement officials.
Told of the ruling, City Attorney Casey Gwinn said the
issue merits close scrutiny.

Assistant District Attorney Greg Thompson called Barbara
Harrison, the San Diego police executive assistant chief,
yesterday and informed her of the judge's ruling.
Harrison said last night the department will investigate.
"We have to give the library the opportunity first to have
a look at the material," she said.

Until more facts are known, Harrison said, she is not sure
what action might be taken.

Davis told police he copied the pictures from two books
authored by Englishmen, both of whom are artists and
photographers. The books are "States of Grace" by Graham
Ovenden and "Twenty Five Years as an Artist" by David
Hamilton.

Both library books are housed in the reference area of the
arts section. The books can be viewed by anyone who signs a
card listing name and address.

Bruce Johnson, the arts, music and recreation supervisor at
the library, said police at times have requested to see the
slips to determine who is viewing books of this genre, but
the library has always refused to share the information.
"It's a private transaction," he said.

Joanne Anderson, the library system's collection and
technology supervisor, said she has worked at the library
for 33 years and has "never had the legal process declare
something pornographic."  "I'm not sure what would be
done," she said.

Davis' attorney, Albert Tamayo, argued during the trial
that the books contained art and were not pornographic.
In arguing for his client, Tamayo said that if Davis is
guilty "then the people at the library are guilty, too."
After the judge's ruling, Tamayo said it will probably be
appealed.

Judge Kennedy convicted Davis of possessing child
pornography, molestation and probation violations. Breton
said Davis faces a sentence of 85 years to life in prison.
His sentencing hearing is scheduled for May 17.

---------------------------------------------------------



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Court upholds state's sex predator law_

April 29, 2000

COLUMBUS - The state Supreme Court yesterday upheld the
constitutionality of Ohio's version of "Megan's Law."
But at the same time the high court said defendants must
receive adequate notice before hearings are held to
classify them as "sexual predators".

The Supreme Court reversed a state appeals court decision
that the three-year-old law deprives defendants of their
rights under the state Constitution.

The Ohio law, which took effect in 1997, requires
sex offenders to be defined as a person "who has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to committing a sex offense
and is likely to engage in the future in one or more
sexually oriented offenses."

The law requires authorities to notify neighbors within 72
hours when a sexual offender or habitual sex-offender has
registered, and to supply them with the offender's name and
address.

The sheriff is required to notify certain groups, such as
child day care centers, within seven days of a sex offender
moving into their neighborhood.

The 11th District Court of Appeals declared the law
unconstitutional, saying the law infringed on rights to
privacy, reputation, the acquisition of property, and the
ability to pursue an occupation.

But Chief Justice Moyer wrote that the state law is
"reasonable legislation because, although it affects the
lives of convicted sex offenders, the statute addresses
legitimate governmental interests without a detrimental
effect on individual constitutional rights."

With the same ruling, the court also upheld the conviction
of Paul D. S. whose attorney had argued that labeling
a sex offender a "sexual predator" constituted double jeopardy
by inflicting punishment a second time for one crime.

The court ruled that double jeopardy applies only to
criminal punishment and does not apply to Ohio's version of
Megan's Law, which is a deemed to be a civil process.

In a second decision released yesterday, the Supreme Court
ruled that it is mandatory to provide defendants with
notice of their classification hearings.

The law says defendants must receive notice so they can
"testify, present evidence, and cross-examine witnesses" on
the issue of whether they should be classified as sexual
predators.

---------------------------------------------------------



USA: law: editorial:
---------------------------------------------------------

_A Victims' Rights Plan That Goes Much Too Far_

25th April 2000

VICTIMS OF crime deserve consideration and compassion, but
a constitutional amendment giving them a new category of
"rights" goes too far.

The U.S. Senate will attempt this week to alter the
Constitution again, this time with a Victims' Rights
Amendment drafted on the premise that victims should have
"more say" about the trials and dispositions of defendants.

Specifically, it would give victims the right to attend all
proceedings, to make their views known about sentencing and
plea arrangements, to be notified whenever an offender is
released from custody, to demand a speedy trial and to get
restitution from the offending party.

One of the problems with this amendment is that its
definition of "victim" is too vague, creating a
financially onerous and otherwise impossible mandate. For
example, in the Oklahoma City bombing, who would the
victims be? The office workers who survived the bombing,
the family members and friends of the hundreds killed or
maimed, or anybody in town still suffering the horrifying
aftermath?

As such, all would have to be notified about trial
proceedings, have the right to speak and to push for
specific prosecution. And if they didn't agree on
sentencing or the way the case was adjudicated, what
would the court do then?

Meanwhile, advocates for battered women dread what would
might happen if a woman is arrested for responding to
domestic abuse -- namely that the abuser could become the
victim with rights to oppose her bail and seek restitution.
Perhaps that's why a slew of victims' rights groups is
among those most opposed to the amendment.

Although a grand vote-grabbing gesture, this proposed
constitutional change is clumsy and cumbersome, destroying
the very core of our justice system -- the right to a
speedy trial and the presumption of innocence. Both
Congress and state legislatures have the ability to
strengthen victims' rights without trying to alter
the principles of justice set forth in the U.S.
Constitution.

---------------------------------------------------------



Internet: security:
---------------------------------------------------------

28th April 2000

_Reported Eudora Security Flaw Could Be 'Devastating'_

A Seattle freelance programmer has uncovered a security
hole in the widely used Eudora e-mail program that he says
could be used to cause "devastating" damage across the
Internet.

The breach, which could allow a hacker to run a malicious
executable file on someone else's machine, involves the
relatively simple omission by Eudora in its security
safeguards, according to Bennett Haselton, the 21-year-old
programmer who discovered the bug.

Eudora's roughly 20 million Windows-version users get
warnings from their computers   when they click on e-mail
attachments with code extensions ".exe," ".com" or ".bat,"
all of which launch Windows-based programs. However,
Haselton told Newsbytes today that Eudora programmers
neglected to include ".lnk," on their list of
warning-triggering extensions; ".lnk" is the file extension
that activates Windows shortcuts, which in turn trigger
programs.

Because of that gaffe, Haselton said, all a hacker needs to
do to compromise the terminal of a Eudora user is to
e-mail them the malicious code, disguised inside a web page
link. Because the Eudora program will not warn the users
about the ".lnk" file, the users will have no opportunity
to stop the program from running, and will not know they have
just activated a virus.

Haselton, who is an anti-censorship advocate as well as a
glitch hunter, has posted a demonstration of the problem
on his Peacefire.org site:
http://www.peacefire.org/security/stealthattach/stealth-demo.html

Programming that automatically extracts attached files and
saves them in a space that a hacker can easily locate
further compromises Eudora, he said. Most other e-mail
programs like Microsoft's Outlook and Netscape Mail do not
do this, leaving them far less vulnerable to such an
exploit, Haselton said.

Ken Breshears, senior manager for technical services at
Eudora Products, acknowledged the hole could be exploited,
and warns users to be on the lookout for suspicious
in-coming files.

Eudora has issued a patch for the problem, displayed on the
Peacefire.org site, which involves locating the e-mail
program's ".ini" text file and inserting new text allowing
the program to recognize incoming ".lnk" files and to
issue warnings to the user.

---------------------------------------------------------



Internet: privacy:
---------------------------------------------------------

27th Apr 2000

_Intel will abandon unique IDs in CPUs_

Intel confirmed Thursday it will remove the processor
ID number from its next-generation PC chip, code-named
Willamette.

When first reported on more than a year ago, the
inclusion of a unique chip ID in each Pentium III
processor touched off a heated controversy with privacy
advocates denouncing the technology as an attempt to
track users on the Internet.

The outcry led Intel to ship the majority of Pentium
III chips with the unique ID feature switched off.

---------------------------------------------------------




Internet: Europe: anonymity: (a much fuller take on the
story of a few weeks ago)...
---------------------------------------------------------

28th April 2000

_Spooks Covertly Pushing For End of Anonymity?_

There are worrying signs from across Europe that government
spies are pushing politicians to talk up the prospect of
banning online anonymity.

Some European officials have long found anonymous email
[http://www.politechbot.com/cgi-bin/politech.cgi?name=anonym
ity] worrisome. A European Commission white paper called
for a "code of conduct" for anonymous remailers, and noted
that some restrictions -- "precedents exist" -- may be placed
on them.

A Dutch member of parliament, Oussama Cherribi, was quoted
in January as saying [http://www.politechbot.com/p-00839.html]
that anonymous Web surfing "should be a criminal offense,
and unlimited anonymity should become a penal offense."

  _Tracking treaties_

At a Moscow summit last October, ministers of interior
and justice from the world's major G-8 nations came together
to discuss how to unify multinational legal and technical
regulations concerning the tracing and storing of Internet
data. European Union data-security commissioners had earlier
met with G-8 representatives in September claiming the variety
of technology used in modern computer communications makes it
virtually impossible to trace illegal activity. Differences
in domestic regulations on data-tracing and storage compound
the problem either further, they heard. The question of what
restraints "should be placed on ISPs" to pass data to law
enforcement agents was also considered.

The first such discussion was held at the 1995 summit of the
Group of Seven leading industrialized nations held in Canada.
Since then, senior officials of foreign, internal and justice
ministries have met three times a year to discuss
countermeasures to computer crime, such as tracking Internet
users through allowing covert "trans-border searches" of a
suspect's digital trail and computer machinery, and the
creation of global legal standards for investigations across
different jurisdictions.

According to a classified memo disclosed by a European police
official who takes part in the Lyon group's meetings, the
United Kingdom formally requested the G-8 to begin work on
an "action plan" on regulating encryption at its February
meeting in Germany.

The latest such meeting was in Tokyo, discussing measures
aimed at the early signing of a U.N. convention on regulating
the Internet, in preparation for the G-8 summit in Japan in
July.

"This is hard stuff," said Scott Charney, chief of the
computer crime unit at the U.S. Department of Justice's
criminal division, who chairs the G-8's Lyon Working Group
on high-tech crime. "It is important that countries do not
think bilaterally," said Charney. "It is difficult in an
Internet environment." Yet he added: "I think we'll see some
progress this year."

The United States is developing technology that would enable
authorities to pinpoint the precise geographic location of
individuals on-line, said a former engineer at the U.S. Air
Force's intelligence division who worked on the G-8's Lyon
Group initiative. The system encompasses a combination of
techniques going far beyond physically tracking the assignment
of the user's Internet Protocol number to determine the
specific telephone line or leased circuit a person is using.
But it is not clear whether the technology -- if and when it
fully exists -- will become a part of the G-8's on-line crime
fighting armoury. Cheap pre-paid and essentially anonymous
cell phones have proliferated in Europe, and in the USA Janet
Reno has testified to Congress that intelligence's "black
bag" technologies quickly become obsolete in the face of
Internet innovations.

  _Permits to use the net?_

At a United Nations conference in February, a Swiss speaker
called for regulation [http://www.politechbot.com/p-00947.html]
that would force websites to obtain a state "permit" that
would identify the owner.

Already France has just such a draft law before the French
Parliament, under which Internet users in France who do not
register their personal details could face six months in jail
or a 5,000 pound fine. The draft law would also require users
to furnish details including name, address, date of birth and
ID number when registering with such services as chat rooms,
mailing lists and websites.

Earlier in April the European Parliament's Committee for
Citizen's Freedoms Rights, Justice and Home Affairs, advised
the European Parliament to ban the use of anonymous email
[http://www.ntk.net/anoneu/update.html] in order to increase
online surveillance by national police and intelligence
agencies. If approved the recommendation would effectively
outlaw anonymous email communications for all European
Internet users.

In the United States, a recent White House report
[http://www.politechbot.com/docs/unlawfulconduct.html]
recommended restrictions
[http://www.wired.com/news/politics/0,1283,34720,00.html]
on anonymity online.

The third annual report issued earlier this month by
EPIC, the Electronic Privacy Information Center in
Washington DC, states that The Council of Europe, now with
40 member states, is working with the Computer Crime Division
of the US Department of Justice with a view to producing a
draft convention on computer crime by the end of this year.
This will include provision for built-in wire tapping
capabilities for all telecommunications and networking
equipment, and would give law enforcers the legal right to
access traffic logs.

Britain's Sunday Times newspaper reports that MI5 is building
a new 25 million pound e-mail surveillance centre that will
have the power to monitor all e-mails and web-page requests
sent and received in Britain. The British government's RIP
Bill, to be made law by October, will require all Internet
service providers to have "hardwire" links to the new computer
facility so that users can be tracked across the Internet. The
British government's own consultants report estimates that the
cost to Britain's 400 service providers will be 30 million
pounds in the first year, even before the next wave of
broadband e-commerce and video is rolled out in 2001, and
3rd generation mobile Internet (UMTS) in 2002.

Observers say intelligence agencies' desire to regulate
anonymity and Internet access goes against the stated policies
of the European Union. A December 1997 European Commission
directive explicitly encourages "development of
telecommunications service options such as alternative
payment facilities which allow anonymous or strictly private
access". A German law [http://www.iid.de/rahmen/iukdgebt.html#a2]
states explicitly that Internet providers should offer
"anonymous use and payment" for accounts. And Article 8
of the European Convention on Human Rights enshrines the
right to privacy.

---------------------------------------------------------




UK: civil liberties: Letter to the Times:
---------------------------------------------------------

28th April 2000

_Plan to withdraw offenders' benefits_

From Lord Windlesham

Sir, Little public attention has been attracted by a novel,
and notably illiberal, proposal buried in the 148 pages of
the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Bill
currently before Parliament.

It would require social security benefits to be reduced or
withdrawn where an offender subject to a community sentence
such as a probation or community service order is reported
to be in breach of its conditions. The sanction would be
for a fixed period and would commence as soon as a benefit
office received notification from the Probation Service
confirming that a person had been referred to the court for
breaching a community sentence.

This ill-thought-out proposal is open to objection on
several grounds. Probation is part of a judicial process.
Probation and community service orders are criminal
sentences imposed by the courts and supervised by a
statutory service. They were introduced by legislation
after long and thorough consideration and are widely used
as a means of punishing less serious offenders in the
community. They are currently being enforced with
increasing rigour and effectiveness. Neither the Secretary
of State for Social Services, nor any other minister, is
entitled to hijack these orders as a "tough on crime"
gesture in an otherwise unrelated Bill.

As if this is not enough, a novel administrative procedure
has been devised by which the imposition of the penalty
precedes the judicial hearing. It must be wrong for
benefits to be withdrawn or reduced before the court has
found that the alleged breach is proven.

The fact that arrears will be repaid later if the court
finds that no breach has taken place is no consolation. In
the meantime, the effect of loss of benefit will inevitably
result in greater impoverishment. which can only increase
the likelihood of reoffending as well as causing family
hardship.

That the penalty will be discriminatory cannot be denied.
If two offenders, one with earnings, the other on benefit,
are brought back to court for similar reasons and
resentenced for breach of their orders, the offender whose
benefits have been withdrawn or reduced will have suffered
additional punishment.

Article 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights
expressly prohibits discrimination on the grounds of
status, which includes financial status. Article 6 (right
to a fair trial) and Article 7 (no punishment without law)
will also be relevant to the challenges that can be
expected once the Human Rights Act 1998 comes into force
later this year if the Government persists with this
misguided policy.

Yours faithfully,

 WINDLESHAM,
 House of Lords.
 April 26.

---------------------------------------------------------

  [ Background:  January 1999: "Paedophiles who breach
    probation or community-service orders could have
    their social security benefits (USA: 'welfare checks')
    taken away under new laws being drawn up by the
    Government." ]




UK: law:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Nudist challenges male indecent exposure law_

27th April 2000

A male nudist will go to court on Friday to challenge a
150-year-old law which makes it a criminal offence to
expose one's person in public.

Vincent Bethell, head of the protest group Freedom To Be
Yourself, will ask the Crown Court in Birmingham to
overturn a conviction for indecent exposure recorded
against him after he walked naked through a Birmingham
shopping centre last year. Magistrates in the city fined
him 75 pounds and ordered him to pay 50 pounds towards the
prosecution's costs.

The case is being watched closely by all nudists who are
hoping for a relaxation in public nudity laws. Mr Bethell
claims the law breaches sex discrimination legislation
because only a man can be prosecuted under the Town Police
Clauses Act 1847. This law makes it an offence to expose
one's "person" to the annoyance of "passengers or
residents" and it specifically stipulates that "person"
means "penis".

Mr Bethell said yesterday: "This is a sexist and outdated
law. If it's an offence for a man to expose his genitalia
in public then why isn't the same true for a woman?"
In June last year, Mr Bethell and another member of Freedom
to be Yourself were followed by photographers and
television camera crews as they walked along New Street in
the centre of Birmingham, handing out nudist propaganda
leaflets to passers-by.

Mr Bethell, 28, and Richard Chaffer, 24, of Coventry, were
both stopped outside a McDonald's restaurant by Birmingham
police officers and ordered to get dressed before being
charged with indecent exposure.

During their trial, Frances Cook, for the prosecution,
said: "There's no doubt that there was indecent exposure
and there's no doubt it was to the annoyance of
passers-by." The court was then shown television footage of
both men walking through the city centre.

Mr Brian Dean, defending, told the court that Mr Chaffer's
genitals were covered by a satchel but Mr Bethell was
totally naked. Magistrates dismissed the indecency charge
against Mr Chaffer, saying there was no case to answer.

Mr Bethell is no stranger to this kind of stunt. Last year
he brought traffic to a halt during a naked "body
beautiful" protest on top of a lamp-post outside the Royal
Courts of Justice in London. He held this position for two
hours, wearing nothing but a small rucksack emblazoned with
the word "freedom".

Disbelieving tourists stopped to photograph the bizarre
spectacle and passing motorists also slowed down to get a
better view. By the time police arrived the area was almost
gridlocked.

On that occasion Mr Bethell was found guilty by Bow Street
magistrates of disorderly behaviour, fined 150 pounds and
ordered to pay 75 pounds costs.

If Mr Bethell loses his appeal he plans to take his case to
the European Court of Human Rights to claim a breach of his
freedom of expression.

---------------------------------------------------------




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

April 30th 2000

_8 out of 10 girls' schools have been closed_

IN THE 1960s there were more than 2,000 girls-only
schools in the maintained sector. Today there are only
about 240. In other words, more than 80 percent of
girls-only schools have disappeared in one generation.

Amalgamations may have neatly wiped off the map some
abysmally low-achieving boys' schools, but do brave new
mixed schools offer the best educational chances for girls?
Elspeth Insch, head of King Edward Vl Handsworth school, a
girls' grammar in Birmingham, is president of the
Maintained Girls School's Association. She argues not.
"Girls always achieve more in every sense in girls' schools
than they do in mixed schools or than do boys in boys-only
schools," she says.

"What's more, the demise of so many girls' schools has led
to far fewer senior job opportunities for women in schools.
When two single-sex schools merge the women teachers tend
to get the pastoral posts and the men the academic ones.
This doesn't provide the girl pupils with many images of
women in leadership positions."

In a girls' school, however, there are plenty of bright
females for the younger girls to emulate. "There is nothing
that girls can't do here because there are no boys to
distract or get in the way," says Bernice McCabe, head of
North London Collegiate school. "They lead the orchestra,
captain sports teams and everyone sees them doing it. Being
in a girls' school frees them to be clever."

McCabe is also dismissive of the common claim that mixed
schools are "more natural" -- a covert dig at homosexuality
made by many who campaigned for mixed comprehensive schools
during the 1960s and 70s. McCabe points out that North London
Collegiate organises extracurricular activities such as
debates and drama with local boys' schools. "I can assure
you the girls here find plenty of opportunity to mix with
boys," she says. "And by the time they leave school at 18
they are full of confidence and ready to be educated
alongside them at university. Not before."

Mixed schooling would have been unthinkable to Frances Mary
Buss, founder of the North London Collegiate school, whose
concern in the mid-19th century was to get for girls
something comparable with what was given to their brothers.
One wonders whether now she would see her work as having
reached its logical conclusion, with ever more girls being
taught on an equal footing in the same classes as boys. Or
would she see girls becoming the losers once more and be
starting her campaigning work all over again?

---------------------------------------------------------




British newspaper headlines today:
---------------------------------------------------------

The Sunday Express:

_MOVE OVER PIKACHU, THE BOYS ARE HERE_

Once hair accessories and Barbie dolls were the currency
of the schoolyard. But innocent pastimes could be on the
way out as young girls start dealing in lust and images
of the men they crave.

---------------------------------------------------------

  [ You can almost hear the journalist drooling... ;-) ]




UK: newspaper opinion piece:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Young girls, get out of my mind_

April 28th 2000

Anyone who has recently watched MTV or the Box for an
hour or so will know that pop videos, like "middle-shelf"
men's magazines, have by and large become an arm of the
soft-porn industry. Singers exposing acres of cleavage
deliver smouldering looks to camera, while semi-clad
dancers thrust pert young bottoms into their companions'
faces. And that's just the latest effort by Tom Jones.
Small wonder that when Ali G was called upon to announce
the winner of the Best International Female Award at the
Brits, he slyly admitted to spending time beforehand
"polishing my own trophy" while watching the nominees'
videos.

But lately there has been a new twist to the formula with
the arrival of a mob of teenaged pop Lolitas all bumping
and grinding and pouting for the camera in a way that would
once have been considered grossly inappropriate for girls
of their tender years. Britney Spears set the ball rolling
with her colossal hit, *. . .** Baby One More Time*,
accompanied by a dance routine memorably performed in
"school uniform", when she was still only a 16-year-old
schoolgirl. In her wake has come Christina Aguilera,
Britney's rival from *The Mickey Mouse Club*, a Disney
Channel television show where they both started out as
child stars. Christina made her name as an equally
precocious teenaged temptress, wriggling her naked torso in
the sand and singing "I'm a genie in a bottle, baby/You got
to rub me the right way".

They are joined this week by Mandy Moore, the newest of the
blonde pop nymphets. Mandy has only just turned 16, but
already boasts a million-selling album in America, and has
just released her first single, *Candy*, in Britain. The
video features her travelling behind the wheel of a car she
is legally too young to drive, while singing a lyric which
uses drug addiction as a metaphor for lust. "I'm so
addicted to the lovin' that you're feedin' me/Can't do
without this feeling's got me weak at the knees/Body's in
withdrawal every time you take it away," she coos with a
knowing, come-hither look that seems incongruous on such a
fresh face.

The core target audience for these and other youthful
female stars such as newcomer Jessica Simpson (19) and the
pig-tailed white-socks Lolly (now outed as a decrepit 22
years old), remains early and preteen girls. To them the
"adult" themes of the songs, the risque dance routines and
the revealing babydoll fashions are all part of a daringly
glamorous lifestyle statement that cocks a snook at the
staid values of parents and teachers.

But it is difficult to ignore the uneasy suspicion
that these gymslip divas are also pandering to a
darker side of the (older) male psyche.

In the film *American Beauty*, the middle-aged character of
Lester Burnham (played by Kevin Spacey) becomes besotted by
his daughter's teenaged friend, Angela (played by Mena
Suvari), after he sees her performing a cheerleading
routine at a school sports event. In his subsequent
fantasies, Lester encounters the girl lolling in a bath
full of roses and in other sensually-charged scenarios not
dissimilar to those of a pop video. Angela, meanwhile,
feeds his obsessions by acting older than her years,
putting on a worldly front and boasting to her friends
about her many sexual conquests in a way that used to be
more commonly associated with pubescent boys.

The film struck such a powerful chord that it has become an
instant 21st-century fable, and one begins to wonder
whether the pop industry, with its uncanny knack for
shaping and responding to shifting trends in mass
titillation, is turning us all into Humbert Humberts.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: culture: more on 1960s poet-laureate Philip Larkin:
-----------------------------------------------------------

[...] Larkin's love of illustrated magazines chastely depicting
the corporal punishment of schoolgirls. With Conquest, a
fellow devotee, he scoured the Soho bookshops for suitably
arousing stuff, and traded titles by mail. "*Bamboo & Frolic*
are the tops, or rather the bottoms: do pass on any that have
ceased to stimulate."  "*Minuit Cinq* has some good rears in
it now and again, and I've taken out twelve months' sub." "I
got the pictures --- whacko. I admired the painstaking realism
of it --- I mean, the teacher did really look like a teacher,
and I greatly appreciated the school-like electric bell on
the wall..."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Crusade or witch-hunt?_

 ABUSE OF TRUST. Frank Beck and the Leicestershire
 children's homes scandal. By Mark D'Arcy and Paul Gosling.
 224pp. Bowerdean. Paperback. Pounds 13.99.

During the 1970s and 80s, Frank Beck, an ex-Marine who had
become a qualified child-care worker in Leicestershire,
gradually came to be regarded as one of the most gifted
residential social workers of his generation.
 Young criminals who had a record of violent assaults often
became well behaved in his care; habitual absconders
stopped running away. Adolescents who had driven others to
despair became devoted to Beck, and some would always
remain so. Few people appear to have understood either
Beck's charisma or his potent home-brew of psychoanalysis
and regression therapy. But it evidently worked. Dorothy
Edwards, the then Director of Social Services, reportedly
told a friend: "I don't know quite what he's doing, but
he's doing it very well."

Gradually, however, Beck seems to have come to resemble
the leader of a cult, and some of those who worked with him
began to rebel. There were complaints about him using
excessive force. Then, in March 1986, two male members of
his staff complained that Beck had made sexual advances to
them. Several members of staff, they said, had been groped,
kissed or undressed by Beck during training sessions.

These complaints destroyed Beck's career almost overnight.
He was suspended, and he promptly wrote a letter of
resignation which implicitly admitted the truth of the
complaints (while at the same time calling them
"overstated"). "I cannot say how sorry I am", he wrote.

Here the story might have ended. Early in 1989, however,
during an investigation into one of Beck's colleagues, a
man alleged that he had been buggered by Frank Beck while
in care. An inquiry was launched, and the belief grew among
those involved in the investigation that Beck was at the
centre of a paedophile "ring" which involved pornography
and snuff films. In the largest operation of its kind ever
mounted in Britain, Leicestershire police interviewed
almost 400 people who had been in Beck's care and collected
allegations against him.

After a complex trial involving two co-defendants, Beck
was found guilty of four counts of buggery and one count
of rape, six other sexual offences against teenagers and
a number of counts of causing actual bodily harm. His
Honour Judge Edwin Jowett then handed down one of the
harshest sentences since the abolition of the death
penalty. Beck received five life terms - one for each
of the most serious sexual offences. He was also sentenced
to twenty-four years for the remaining charges.

That evening, however, the BBC regional television news
bulletin broadcast Beck's reaction to the verdict. "I can
only hang on for so long," he said, "someone has got to
listen. I have got feelings." Sobbing almost hysterically,
Frank Beck, who had at this point become the most hated man
in Britain, was protesting his innocence.

Beck always maintained that he had never sexually abused
anyone in his care. Far more importantly, he had convinced
two key members of his legal team of his innocence. One of
these was Ian Henning, a gifted legal executive (and former
policeman) who had taken charge of Beck's defence. The
other was Bernard Greaves, the former policy adviser to the
Liberal Party. When Greaves first met Beck, he did not
believe his denials. But wherever documentary evidence was
available, he found it confirmed what Beck had said - that
he could not have committed the offences in question. The
more they worked on the case, the more Henning and Greaves
became convinced that Beck had become the victim of an
unprecedented trawling operation in which police officers,
in their anxiety to gain a conviction, had inadvertently
suggested allegations to the witness they were
interviewing. Largely as a result of the work done by his
defence team, Beck was acquitted on half the charges he
faced. Henning and Greaves were preparing his appeal when
Beck died of a heart attack in prison. The problems which
surrounded Beck's conviction were promptly forgotten, Ian
Henning was killed in a motorbike accident, and Beck
underwent a kind of reverse canonization in order to become
one of the most evil men of the twentieth century - social
work's devil for all time.

Almost a decade later, with large-scale retrospective
investigations into care homes in progress throughout the
country, and with the North Wales Tribunal due to report in
April, the appearance of this study of the Beck case by the
journalists Mark D'Arcy and Paul Gosling is timely.

Abuse of Trust contains some useful material, and is
especially good on the people and the politics that
governed Leicestershire social services. But any illusion
we may have that the authors intend to conduct an
open-minded investigation is dispelled in the first
paragraph, which introduces Beck as "a proven monster". The
evidence which suggests that, at the very least, large
numbers of the allegations against Beck were fabricated,
has been carefully tidied out of the authors' narrative.
Most of it is discarded without trace, and the rest is
swept into the receptacle of a seven-page chapter entitled
"The Case for the Defence". In this chapter, D'Arcy and
Gosling propose an alternative to the accepted view that
Henning was pensioned out of the Metropolitan Police after
fracturing his skull. According to them, "sources within
the police argue ... that Henning was sacked for
corruption". This is an extraordinary and grave allegation.
What is still more extraordinary is that the authors have
evidently made no effort to find out whether it is true.
Because it fits their story, and because the dead can be
libelled with no legal consequences, they simply recycle an
unsubstantiated smear.

This kind of disregard for the basic journalistic task of
establishing the truth is characteristic of the authors'
approach. Throughout the book, they regularly mix their
sources without identifying them, so that the reader does
not know whether the information offered derives from the
trial, the compensation hearings, interviews the authors
have conducted, or anecdotes they have heard. Allegations
are repeatedly presented as facts and hearsay as history.

The authors write confidently that "200 or so" children
were sexually abused by Beck and one of his colleagues,
Colin Fiddaman. Given that Beck was only convicted
(wrongfully in the view of Greaves and Henning) of molesting
ten adolescents in care, this is a remarkable claim. It
appears to have originated in a police briefing given
to the press immediately after Beck's conviction and
was without any foundation in fact. This baseless piece of
speculation led to a number of new allegations, none of
which was ever brought to trial, though some resulted in
substantial compensation payments to the alleged victims.

The authors go on to suggest that Beck actually murdered
one young boy. The only evidence they have for making this
claim was provided by a man, Peter Bastin, who is himself a
convicted rapist and murderer. Twenty-one years after a
verdict of suicide was returned on a thirteen-year-old boy
who had been in Beck's care, this man claimed that he had
looked out of the window on the night in question and seen
Beck and Fiddaman carrying "something wrapped in a
blanket", which he now, in 1998, believes was the body of
the boy. This claim was made during a recent compensation
hearing. Although it bears many of the marks of being an
opportunistic fabrication, D'Arcy and Gosling treat it with
respect. In the second paragraph of their book, they even
write that "there is strong evidence" that Beck was a
murderer. The handling of Bastin's story should in itself
be sufficient to undermine the reader's faith in the
authors' judgement.

To say this is not to endorse the view that Beck was
completely innocent. Now that both Beck and Henning are
dead, it will probably never be possible to establish the
true facts about the case. But there is a great deal of
evidence to suggest that the kind of police investigation
mounted into Frank Beck was intrinsically unsafe. The
alarming thing is the way in which this evidence has been
conjured into virtual invisibility by D'Arcy and Gosling.

Abuse of Trust is not only shallow and tendentious. It is
also dangerous. This is because the kind of trawling
operation which the Leicestershire Police mounted in
relation to Beck rapidly came to be regarded as the model
on which all future care-home investigations should be
based. In North Wales, police interviewed some 3,000
witnesses and collected allegations against no fewer than
365 different people, mostly care workers. Cheshire Police
have conducted an even larger investigation. "Operation
Care" in Liverpool is bigger still, and the Merseyside
Police now advertise for allegations on the Internet.
Would-be complainants who visit their web-site are
helpfully provided with three reasons why they have not
made an allegation before:

 Feelings of guilt (often transferred on to victims by the offender).
 A feeling by victims that they will not be believed.
 A belief that the offence happened too long ago to report it now.

Of course, these reasons may in some cases be quite valid.
But this does not alter the fact that they also provide the
ideal justification for bringing forward long-delayed false
allegations relating to events which supposedly took place
twenty, thirty or even forty years ago.

"Operation Care" may be the largest of the police trawling
operations now in progress, but it is by no means the only
one. Retrospective investigations modelled on the Beck case
are also in progress in South Wales, in Manchester, in
Yorkshire, in Tyneside and in at least a third of the
police forces in the United Kingdom. A few of the care
workers convicted are undoubtedly guilty. But there is
evidence which suggests that these investigations have
already led to the conviction of more than a dozen innocent
men. If prosecutions resulting from trawled allegations are
not halted soon, this figure is likely to rise to a hundred
or more.

We are, in short, in the midst of a witch-hunt of
unprecedented intensity. If most people remain unaware of
this, it is largely because the watchdogs of our freedom
and our liberty, the British press and the British media,
have themselves been partly responsible for launching the
witch-hunt, and sustaining and increasing its intensity
over the past five years.

In writing Abuse of Trust, Mark D'Arcy and Paul Gosling
had an opportunity to undo some of the harm caused by their
fellow journalists. The tragedy of their book is that it
actually compounds this harm. By failing to examine
properly the evidence which suggests that a miscarriage of
justice may have taken place in the case of Frank Beck,
they have further obscured the miscarriages of justice
which undoubtedly are taking place as a result of the
investigation for which the Beck case provided the model.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'Ex Astris' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

Love to all, and happy Alice Day.  I had too many outside
distractions and responsibilities to take care of the 25th.

But on the 26th we (the kids in the complex and I) more than
made up for it.  Today I gave Desiree a religious stories book
and she read to me out of it for over an hour.  She snuggled
up in my lap for most of this out on my back stoop.  Later
on her mother scolded her for sitting on people's laps, but
I told her it didn't bother me ;) Darian and I threw the
ball around the yard for a while, I got some good pictures of
all the kids, and in total spent over four hours revelling in
the glory of being a GL.  Sierra was sick unfortunately and
couldn't be outside for very long.  The girls love to compete
in doing hand-stands for me, which sends me into ecstasy.
Lots of loose shorts panty-flashes and bare chests.  Ahhhhhh.

I'll have to be careful though because Casey (a 15yr old who
babysits Darian & Sierra) passingly asked Desiree "So how do
Ex Astris' tonsils taste?"  Right in front of Desiree's mother.
Fortunately she didn't take it seriously, and I told Casey
to get her mind out of the gutter.  But I've got to watch
those "close calls".

--

To 'Easy Rider:' I'm all to familiar with the inhuman
nazi-eque treatments you described.  Fortunately I have never
personally experienced any of them, but by former therapist
told me all about what he and his colleagues do to
"offenders."  I have never had sexual relations with an LG
since puberty, much less adulthood, so he never tried to
make me go through these torturous conditions (that, and in
comparison to others in his field, he's a very nice guy).
But he told me about what goes on with his group of GL's he
assigned to "rehabilitate."  I agree that porn is not worth
it.

--

To 'Tsarevitch:' You can always go to any and all of your
local child day care centers and ask if they're hiring for
teachers' aides.  All that requires is a high school
diploma [and a lot of nerve and clean record - Ed. ;)]
But so far just getting past the prejudice against males
working in that industry has held me back in the American
small town I live in.

Nuttin' else for now.

'Ex Astris'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Tsarevitch' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Howdy y'all

--

'Tempest' wrote:
>Go-Ped Bumper stickers

Clever pun!  But I know that I, myself, would be too cowardly
to even have this obscure reference attached to anything I own.

>The other day the father approached me and said that he knew that I was
>Kissing his daughter on the lips.

Don't mean to pry, (okay I do mean to pry...)  You weren't
really French-kissing her, were you, when you were spied on by
her father?

--

'Kirillov' wrote:
>So, I'd like to know, would anyone be interested in making a documentary
>film on paedophiles?
>b) most all participants would need a fairly high level of anonymity.

Hmmmm!  Interesting!  Indeedie!

Though one probably could not break into Hollywood or
especially a Mary Kate and Ashley show after one debuts in
this film.

>self-interviews (audio only, since I'd really like to avoid that
>mystery man" TV convention where the subject's face is hidden in
>darkness or digitally obscured), any sort of thoughts or statements
>concerning gl's or bl's, poetry, photographs, video, music, artwork,
>etc.

That leaves me out.  I have no artistic talents.  How
about a tame short story?

--

Someone in Germany wrote:
>I was in Frankfurt a.M., Germany.  There is in the moment a very
>beautiful serious exhibition with the title:

Thanks for the recommendation but the commute across the "Big Lake"
would be a stresser, as it would be hard to get there in the morning
and still return home for supper.  Enjoy the oncoming spring
induced lg smiles.

'Tsarevitch'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Spike writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'Tempest' wrote:
>I also have been having a little relationship
>with the daughter of a family friend, we haven't done
>anything, just snuggling and stuff.  The other day the
>father approached me and said that he knew that I was
>kissing his daughter on the lips.  Yes my heart dropped too,
>he just said that he didn't mind "as long as you don't shove
>your tongue down her throat" :-) which got us to talking,
>both he and his wife like me, his children love me and he
>knows that I would never do anything to hurt them, and he
>trust me :-) so it was a very nice day.

Wow!  That's an opened mind, and a lot of trust that he
conveys in you...

--

'Angel DeAmor' wrote:
>I am afraid that if the girl confides to the therapist,
>he may have to report my friend.

He can't... as a professional he cannot betray the
confidentiality of his subject (I always hated that word
"subject" for the person a professional is treating, hehe)
anyway... I don't think you have anything to worry about...

  [ You haven't been reading the press-cuttings on the
    "mandatory reporting" laws, have you Spike ? ]

--

>'Spike' wrote about Kristi.

Forgive me, but I don't feel like going back over a whole
bunch of postings: how old is Kristi?

I forgive you... she's 10.

--

I looked at last week's ASGL-L postings last week and I
didn't see my posting in that one... maybe it was too long?
Maybe too preachy?  I don't know... hopefully I didn't offend
the moderator and he thought it was not for the list... oh
well if it was I'm sorry Ianthe  :) and if it wasn't what
happened to it?

'Spike'
-------------------------------------------------------------

   [ It appears there's no trace of it - could you re-send it ? ]




'Pegassus' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all,

I knew all it would take is a little complaining and
bitching in order to get a response back.  Thanks.  Anyway,
a long time ago I said that I would go into details of some
experiences I had with LGs.  Well, I think it's time to
deliver.

I was 19 at the time.  After finishing high school and
messing around for a few months, I decided to go stay with
my grandmother in the country where I was born and get a
4-year degree there.  It had been many years since I was back.
We'd always been a pretty close family when I lived there,
so everyone remembered me fondly.  I was soon accepted and
everyone thought I was the greatest thing.  I wasn't under
very much pressure to start studying and my cousins
(numerous) always seemed to find a good time, so I was eager
to join them.  My grandmother paid for everything (she has
the means).

Anyway, the first day I arrived at the airport, my
grandmother had gathered the whole family at her house.  One
by one they all came to greet me as I arrived.  One of the
first to do so was my 11yo cousin Lolita.  Last time I had
seen her she was just a toddler.  But now she was transformed
into this gorgeous girl.

We hugged and I asked her, "Are you Lolita?"  in an
incredulous tone.  "Uh-hugh" she nodded.  "Wow!  How you've
grown up to be so beautiful" I whispered.  She was delighted
and showed it with a wide grateful smile.  She clung to me
for a while longer while I greeted the other family members.
A bit later, all the kids were called together in order to
serve them dinner.  All the adults gathered at the dining
room table.  I chose to join the young crowd in the living
room.  I sat with the boys in my age range while the younger
ones sat in chairs against the wall and on the stairs.
There, on the stairs where all the kids sat, she seemed to
be the center of attention of all the kids.  She laughed so
seductively, though without knowing it.  Her graceful
gestures as she spoke hypnotized me.  Her legs were crossed,
something that immediately caught my eye, she did it in such
a sexy way; not that she showed anything, just that she
moved so delicately, her calves and knees were smooth as
silk.  It was love at first sight for me.

After I was done with my food I went to sit with her at the
steps.  She was accompanied by another 10yo girl cousin,
other three boy cousins about the same age (one of which was
her brother) and two younger cousins, a boy and a girl.  We
spoke for what it seemed like hours, falling in love with
every word she uttered.  I felt so at ease with her and she
with me.

Soon I was called to join the adults and talk about adult
things.  I was also called to entertain by playing the
guitar.  As soon as Lolita heard me play she came and sat at
my feet.  I was in heaven.  Soon everyone started to leave
and it came time for Lolita to go home.  I slightly bent
forward to put my arms around her waist and she propped
herself on her toes to put her arms around my neck.  We both
squeezed tight and I raised her off her toes.  I swung her
back and forth and she kissed me on the cheek, I returned
the grace.  I felt the warm roundness between her legs on my
thigh.  I slowly let her down while she pressed herself
against my thigh as she descended.  When she reached the
floor she winked at me, smiled and let go.  She turned
around and asked her parents if she could stay the night.
My heart raced.  She was denied her wish and showed her
disappointment.  I saw them to the door and waved them
goodbye as they were the last to leave.  But it wouldn't be
long before I saw her again, we'd see each other the next
evening at church and her house afterwards.

Now, I had never been a church kind of person.  In fact I
despised religion.  I thought it was oppressive and
restrictive.  But, tell you what, I was more that willing to
attend in order to be with my Lolita.

I'll make this the first chapter of this autobiography
concerning Lolita.

Next I'll post chapter 2.

thanks for reading.

'Pegassus'

P.S.  Please give me some feedback.  I'm still debating how
to go about this.  Should I keep to being this detailed or
should I just stick to the juicy parts?  Should I include
how I felt, how she felt, how I thought she felt, how others
felt?  Or should I just stick to narrating the times when we
interacted (quite many)?  It really is an outstanding account
if you are willing to coast through it.  Or I can make it
just a "we did this or that".  This is for you people, I'm
easy, it can go either way.  Thanks again.

---------------------------------------------------------




'C' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Dear Ianthe,

Why is ASGL-L not running via PGP?

Have a nice weekend! And, ahem, thank you for doing all
that frequent work, all the time!!

'C'
---------------------------------------------------------

  [ It could run PGP, but there doesn't seem to be much
    demand for it.  One individual option would be to have
    mailings sent to a www.freedom.net address. ]




'Papa-Anjo' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Hi Ianthe!

As promised, here is my first contribution.

Hello folks!  Here is my first contribution to this list.  I
am following the discussions for several months just as a
reader.  My difficulties to contribute begins with the fact
that English is not my native language, so, since now I
apologize for the grammatical mistakes.  I live in the
coast of Brazil, very far from most of yours, as I
suppose there is nobody out Europe or North America here.
Is that right?

   [ Plenty of people from around the world here, though
     mostly 'English speakers'. ]

In my country intergenerational relationships are also not
considered a normal conduct - however, despite the existence
of all legislation, including age of consent etc., there is
some tolerance in many cases.

Sex is not treated in a so paranoiac way that seems to be in
USA or England, as I have noticed by your texts and press
news.  Depending on the social class, an older man to fall
in love with a very young girl can be more tolerated.
Between middle class members, however, the difficulties
arise and the things are harder.  It is also because if
there is no complain about an occurrence, the authorities do
not prosecute anybody.  The police is barely concerned about
the tiny amount of child prostitution, for example, just doing
something if the press make some noise against it.  We are,
unfortunately, said to be one of the preferred destinations
for those who goes to so-called 'sexual tourism'. The fact is
that the endemic poverty has a huge potential to create a
market for prostitution services. But they are not the object
of my dreams... I think it is all a very dangerous, unfair
and disgusting way to satisfy a desire, which results in no
satisfaction, at all.  But you can imagine how hard it to
deal with so many conflicting feelings for some of us.  The
solution I have found is to rationalize taking into account
all bad aspects of the situation.  I would like to know more
opinions of the people here about this subject and if there
is this kind of problem in the so called 'first world'...

Until next time.

'Papa-Anjo'
---------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Pat Califia wrote in her book 'Public Sex, the culture of
radical sex':
>...it would be a mistake to characterize all child porn as a
>record of child abuse.  Sometimes it was a record of children's
>exhibitionism and free erotic play with one another.  Sometimes
>it was a record of adolescent vanity, pride, and budding sexuality.
>Sometimes it preserved a moment of exceptional trust and
>pleasure between partners whose ages would normally have
>kept them apart.

I would like to focus on this last sentence.

I know that there are times in my life when I wish I could
have had a picture of my long lost lovers.  Even though we
were not involved in sexual activity I still would have
liked to have something to remember them by.  This brings to
mind the words of an old Doors song, "I won't need your
picture until we say goodbye".  I was just about to receive
a school picture of J... before she was withdrawn from me.
Her mother had consented to it but it was very soon
thereafter that she was gone.  I am glad that I was able to
take a couple of pictures of my daughter (fully clothed,
lest the film labs accuse me) before I had to leave home.  I
lament that I had a very poor camera and always told her
that I would like to take more if and when I got a better
camera.  She was eager to have more taken.  I got a couple
of very good images of her and V... before V... was
forbidden to see us again.

--

'Tsarevitch' asked?
>>If you remember, I had a run in with the shepherds there about an
>>anonymous letter they received falsely accusing me.

>Where are these shepherds? Are there any shepherds left in
>the developed nations?

Shepherds here refers to the guardians (pastors, bishops,
deacons, etc.) of the church congregation - but in our case
it usually refers to the parents who guard their children
against us.

--

I wanted to catch everybody up on my life.

I am living by myself now.  I didn't get along very well
with my wife's girlfriend except when we were drinking
together and even then it was not a healthy relationship.  I
thought we were friends at first because we talked alot and
seemed to enjoy each other's company but when we were not
drinking we didn't have anything to say to each other.  It
turns out that she was extremely jealous of me and saw me as
a threat to her and my wife's relationship even though she
was assured the I was not.  Towards the end she decided to
stop drinking and demanded that I stop too.  I tried to but
failed and she said that she was leaving.  My daughter would
have gone with them and my son would have gone to live
elsewhere.  I decided rather than break up the family that I
would leave instead.  I have since quit drinking myself
using a technique called AVRT, Addictive Voice Recognition
Technique.  I learned about it at www.rational.org/recovery.
I have since reconciled with my family and they would all
like me to come back but S... refuses to even talk to me.
They have planned that after her son graduates from high
school they are going to go off to live in the country
somewhere.  My daughter and son will stay with me and her
son will probably go with them.  I will move back into the
house in 3 years.  Until then I have a one room flat
downtown.

I appreciate the friends I have here but still feel lonely
at times since I have no lgs in my life at the moment.  I
haven't really had a relationship with one for a very long
time.  I met a couple of girls at church but I don't get to
see them very often.  I only go there once a week and they
are rarely there.  Sometimes they come on music practice
night with their father to a martial arts class that's held
there but they only come once in a while.  We had fun each
time we saw each other but this last time was a little
strange.  After we started playing they had some words with
their father and the older one began to be more distant.  I
succeeded in engaging her again but I could sense the father
checking me out.  I'm not putting too much hope in that
relationship, though.  Church is the only place I have to
meet girls these days but, as you know, most Christians are
very neurotic about sexual matters.  Besides that, this is
the church where I had my breakup with J... soon after one
of the ladies who still goes there saw me playing with her
at a mall one day and went back and said who knows what to
her mother.  If it weren't for the music I probably wouldn't
even go there.  The music leader is a wonderful person and
incredibly talented.

Well, I have wandered along enough now.  Thanks for
listening.

'Sanctuary'
---------------------------------------------------------

  [ For those wondering about the book Sanc refers to
    above, it's by Pat Califia and called _Public Sex -
    The Culture Of Radical Sex_.  The most relevant parts
    of the book have been scanned and are on the web @
    http://patcalifia.exit.de/  ]




'I' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------

Listen up!  A few cool things to look out for :)

I saw an ad for a show called Jailbait on MTV and thought it
would be lame but I couldn't believe my eyes!  MTV only plays
sh*t in America these days - lame music and stupid tv shows.

But this MOVIE is about a 18 year old that had an intimate
relationship with a 15 year old.  And they projected it in a
positive way!!!  I couldn't f*ckin believe it :)  Yeah the
cops "got him", but his lawyer made a positive image media
campaign that made the public understand and even had a
roaring crowd calling for the guy as he exited from inside a
building like he was some kind of hero!  And he didn't got to
jail either!  It was a movie but the events are based on a
true story- it also has some pretty funny humor.  In the end
there is a little segment of chat with teens which wasn't as
positive but was somewhat open to the idea of adolescents
with young adults.  It is the second show I've seen like this,
the first being the Mary Kay Letourno Story on USA Channel a
while back.

** DEFINITELY ** check you listings for repeats of this one.
I checked with the listings MTV and they say they will play it
a few times the next couple of weeks!  It first played I think
Sunday April 16 at 9pm on MTV.  They will also air the movie
3pm Sunday April 23 at 3PM and on Monday April 24 at 11pm!
But again they will play it a few times but check the listings
so you don't miss it.  Sometimes some larger newstands sell a few
days old Sunday newspapers with the local tv guide in it
(sometimes TV GUIDE in the store is for only the Next week
instead of the current week so may be too late - but check
this if you are in the store!)

--

I recently saw a magazine called Wahine - pronounced wah hee
nay - it's a girl's surfing magazine.  You know it was a
refreshing sight- it featured some pics of young pretty high
teen girls- the pics were youthful, wholesome, attractive,
sexy, and innocent all in one, out there in the outdoors in
beautiful scenic warm coastal beaches and towns.  It brings
one to the realm of being natural, innocent (or just lack of
negative ideologies) and sexual all combined which is the
way it is supposed to be!!  Even though the magazine
featured older chicks it was a Pleasant Experience :) Also
the best part is what an ad offers - a clothing company for
young girls below 16 and has a pic of one in the ad - the ad
offered a catalog for a place called Tidepools.  Check your
magazine stands for the surf magazine or call for the
catalog directly (949) 240- 0466.

--

Also Disney Channel just came out with a movie for TV called
Rip Girls that features a young girl!  It premiers Sat April
22 at 7:30pm but this channel like others repeats their
stuff so check your TV listings- I looked up the next it
plays which is Monday April 24 at 7PM but they will probably
play a few times this week and show it once in a while for
many months just like Johnny Tsunami.

Johnny Tsunami was on Disney Channel a while back but they
play it once in a while.  I recommend this one not just
because of entertainment but it shows this adolescent
stripped of what is a part of him - which is surfing.  He gets
very upset and goes through struggles.  I liked it because
it could be used to show how if you take away a part of
someone (whether a life's passion of music or surfing or a
sexual orientation) - life is no longer worth living and no
one deserves to go through such pain.  It made me a bit
emotional as I felt what he was going through.  It is for
the most part a fun movie though so check your Disney
Channel listings or visit their web site maybe.

Finally, there is a show coming on Monday April 24 on ABC 1
hour long with girls in it at 10PM called Once and Again.

Set your vcrs folks, and for sure dont miss MTV's movie
Jailbait!!- spread the word, as intergen relations need all
the positive publicity it can get!  Happy viewing :)  and
let's keep the ball rolling- we've had these movies, the
Rind report, let's keep at it with something by everyone-
each individual is responsible for the future outcome of
repression or liberty!  Do it..

BYE & best wishes,

'Ian'
---------------------------------------------------------




'Daveboy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

'Tsarevitch' wrote: ( re my story 'The Magic Walking Stick')

>I am not a big fan of Freudian interpretations of
>fairy tales but why a walking stick?  Does the walking stick perchance
>symbolize gl's or a sexual act by a gl?  Is the walking stick a phallic
>symbol?  Or am I reading too deep into the fable?

Why a walking stick?... why not!... it doesn't matter WHAT it is...
the main point was that it (the decorated walking stick) was
something that other adults thought disgusting, something 'odd' that
Solomon AND the little girl liked. It was just an item to symbolised the
'attraction' between the generations, the relationship between them, so
I suppose you could say that it represented P*dophilia.

I realised that it might be construed as a 'phallic symbol' but
that was NOT the idea!

Thanks for the other advice... yes... I know it can be improved upon
and padded out with characterisations etc.

I have realised that I can't publish it in the normal way, to do so
now would identify me!! but I may re-write it and post it on the Net.
I hope that you will ALL tell this story to your little friends and,
who knows, if they remember it and tell it to others, in years to come
it may get to be a well known fairytale by an 'anon' author!!

BTW... I didn't want to further the social interaction between the
shopkeeper and the girl, in case it looked 'too obvious'.

My thanks to 'The Fairy Knight' for kind words, you interpreted
the story in the way I intended.

--

Now onto another subject....

A couple of posts ago, did I read in the Press Cuttings round-up that
in New Zealand, according to the Homosexual Law Reform Act, an adult
and boy (over 12) relationship is NOT an offence unless the boy
'complains' within 12 months of the event?... if so... then surely...
a man / lg should have the same arrangement??... I think I MUST have
misunderstood the post!!!!! (I seem to have read something similar
to this for Spain...no?)

Sounds too good to be true' :-(

--

Spike.... You jammy [lucky] B****!, How old are Megan and Kristy?

--

'Sihme' wrote: (re Dimples confession of looking at naughty pics)

><snip>
>No one is going to hate you for that, and if they do they
>can take their sanctimonious attitude in the other direction

Here!.. Here!... I'll second that.

>Sorry for picking on you, Dimples, but it's this kind of
>attitude that I see here all the time. Like all those people
>who seemed to be proud of their walking round stooping as
>though they'd been defeated by society. It makes my skin
>crawl!  Stand up straight, you cowering noodles! I must say,
>it makes me wonder whether such a person merely likes
>little girls because they DO in fact represent less of a
>"threat", or are less "powerful" than adults, like those
>anti-ped femi-nazis tend to say.

Lighten up Sihme !!... We don't walk with a stoop BECAUSE of
our orientation, some of us just mentioned 'light-heartedly'
that there might be a link between walking with a stoop
and being of a P*dophilic tendency... that's all mate!

--

'Pegassus' wrote:
>I suspect that most of you really don't care about my posts
>because I haven't really gotten any responses from my
>previous posts.

I wish I had the time to write more to everyone here Pegassus,
I guess we all do. Whenever I read these postings, I want to talk about
every single one of them, and if I could meet you all, I would, but
we all know, it's NOT the same when you try to put it into print.
So please don't feel despondent if no one responds to your posts, I can
assure you that I, for one, appreciate every single item, regardless
of whether I agree with it!

I enjoyed reading of your meeting the British family. When my daughter
was small, we were on a train journey and ended up on the wrong train!
We got off at the next stop and sat in the waiting room trying to sort
out how we could get back to where we'd gone wrong. A man came and sat
next to us and started chatting to my little girl. He was really nice
and asked me if he could buy her some sweets, I agreed and they got
on really well. She was sad when we had to part and I made a comment
about 'ships passing in the night' and had to explain to her what it
meant, she has never forgotten meeting that guy and often refers to
it, so maybe the same will be true of your encounter. At the time I
never thought that he might be 'One of us' (I was naive then!)

Happy Alice Day y'all

'Daveboy'
--------------------------------------------------




'Albert Ross' writes:
--------------------------------------------------

Hello all, guess what?

These past few months I've been engaged in a nasty legal
battle trying to get the remains of my stuff (musical instruments
mostly) back from my beloved's mother, by means of a small
claim.  Came to a head last week at what was supposed to be
a settlement hearing, when a judge threw out my claim on the
grounds, essentially, that a convicted child molester has no
right to such things.

Anyway - that's immaterial - the upshot is that Alice is now
so upset about her mother's perspectives that she has been
actively trying to get a message to me - to let me know that
she was able to rescue my teddy bear and is keeping him safe
for me until she can see me again.

My probation, and the associated no contact order, ends in
two years.  Alice will be thirteen by then, and god knows
how I am going to be able to manage to wait that long, but..

She remembers me, and she cares about me. Great big smile.

--

'The Fairy Knight' writes:
> I am tempted to start one [tradition].  Perhaps the worship of
> Persephone or Soules Meta (the daughter of the Sun, portrayed
> as a child.  Was the lover of the moon god till her mother found
> out and cut his face with a sickle and banished him from her
> presence).

And the next time some little girl asks me to explain the
man in the moon, will I ever have the right story for her.
Someone, it might be me, should take the time to write it
out in real true fairy-tale style.

Thank you - this, I think, is a very good meme [meme = catchy idea]

--

'Easy Rider' wrote:
> They actually engage in aversive conditioning, a
> la  _A Clockwork Orange_.  They hook you up to a
> "penile plethysmography" machine, which measures
> your sexual arousal while looking at pics of lg's.

Who is they?  Out here where I am 'they' seem to be in trouble...

The boss of local forensic once, about three months ago,
told me that, for the whole of the lower mainland (a
humungous big demography) they only have enough manpower to
run two group sessions per week, max eight people per group.
maybe we should start complaining about the lack of
support.

One place had no facilities whatsoever until a couple of months
ago, when they hired some retired shrink, part-time, who wanted
to 'keep his hand in'.

"Put your own hand where your own pain is, and get your
dirty mind out of what you imagine to be Alice's" quoth
hairy old Albert, and three sessions later said shrink
decided that I am incurable, and has chosen not to 'treat'
me.

Next week I get to read his report on me.  I wonder how he
will explain his decision.

--

'Kirillov' wrote:
> So, I'd like to know, would anyone be interested in making a
> documentary film on paedophiles?
> Of course, this film couldn't be made like other
>documentaries since
> a) it would be problematic to actually meet and
> b) most all participants would need a fairly high level of
>anonymity.

Interested?  If there is _any_ way I can help, please let me
know.

a) is a problem, unless you happen to live in my country, since
i doubt they'd let me out of the country, but I will have a
cable modem connection soon, and am quite prepared to invest
in a webcam.

b) is not a problem at all.  The only reason I use Albert
Ross in place of my real name is because I tend to talk
about 'Alice' a lot, and they'd nail me for 'indirect
contact' if I were to sign myself openly.  I am not afraid,
and I look enough like some religious leader that I
sometimes think I'd make a decent martyr, should someone
wish to provide the cross and the nails. "Forgive them Alice,
for they know not what they do.."

It seems to me that there should be two documentaries.  the
stock one would, I should think, comprise an attempt to
debunk the dirty old man in a grubby raincoat image, and be
intended for the mature (read ignorant) half of society -
some sort of "we're not what you think" kind of thing.

  [ The best way to debunk a stereotype is to push it to
    the extremes, so that it breaks into ludicrous-ness.
    A parody of the "anti-pedophile warning" films of the
    type shown in schools might be appropriate? ]

The other, if it were possible, should be more along the
lines of one of those nature shows intended for kids -
"paedophiles in the wild" - with maybe a spinoff or two in
terms of the usual stuffed toys and similar collectors
items.  Maybe we could even get our faces on a McDonald's
cup, alongside old Ronald.

Please don't take my flippancy wrong - I think such a
documentary would be well worth doing, and, if I can help,
please let me know.

--

In closing:

To all of you who have been so encouraging, in regard to the
rants I tend to post, I want to try and apologise...  over
and over again I have had it shoved in my face that politics
is definitely not my strong suit.  Grownups have always
been, and will probably remain, something of a mystery to
me, and it continues to share the sh*t out of me when they
react badly to what I say.  Grownups have no brakes, and
they're damn difficult to steer...

It seems to me that about the only way I might be of any use
in this arena is in my occasional ability to think
laterally, outside the box, so to speak, and to confine my
posts to someplace where more rational minds are able to
edit and filter my more misguided perspectives.

Politically I think we all need to be really careful right
about now, for a very good reason.  I grew up in a very repressive
country, and I got to watch what happens when an authority
begins to feel that it is being threatened.  Perhaps it's
important to remember that, by our standards, these people
are truly crazy, and who, in their right minds, would corner
a mad dog?

We gotta quit antagonising them, cause it's kids who get
hurt in the end, every time - more fear, more dangerous
stranger talk, more quarantine, more curfews.  Nietsche said
'all we have to fear is fear itself' - I say that where we
cause the most harm is in those instances where we manage to
contribute to fear.

This is why I continue to place such emphasis on the need to
talk to kids, and to quit messing about with grownup heads,
and why most of what I write has as much whimsy in it as I
can muster..

I remain convinced that the only way we're ever going to
defeat the taboo is to do what we can to inoculate those
who have not been infected yet.  Nothing else will make any
real difference.

  "Look what we found in the park in the dark
  we'll take him home, we'll call him clark
  we'll feed him things and watch him grow
  will our mother like him?  we don't know."

  -- Dr Seuss


toward delight,

'Albert Ross'
---------------------------------------------------------




'DD' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Hi yet again.

To 'Easy Rider'.

I think this answers both our concerns.  Things have taken a
'highly' sinister twist with Laura.  A recent conversation
with her Mom led to joking about the large amounts of food
she consumes, and her Mom's comment that she is "eating me
out of house and home", to which I laughingly said, well she
is a growing YG after all.  Her Mom said yes, growing's not
the word.  It won't be long before I'll have to think about
getting her on the pill the way she carries on.  I said what
ever do you mean, to which she said, "she's man mad".  Oh I
said, she has boyfriends, well don't all YG's her age, its no
big deal surely.  No said her Mom, I mean Men !!

Now comes the stinger.

"And if you two are going to be at it, then I don't want her
bringing her little problems home to me".  I instantly
deemed this a trick to perhaps ensnare me into an admission
of something, until she gave me the 'coup de gras'...

She said, "At least with the last one I could be sure of no
accidents, but now she's growing up so bloody fast".

I was completely dumbfounded by all this.  All was within
earshot of my beautiful little Laura, with who I am to spend
a weekend alone.  It was to have been Easter weekend but due
to her Moms incapacity due to excess alcohol consumption, is
now to be next weekend.  This is a nightmare of unparalleled
proportions.  This woman is totally unprincipled, even by my
lax standards.  Has the entire world gone mad, or just me.
Is this a bad dream from which I am about to awaken, or did
this woman really just give me carte blanche to sleep with
her daughter.  If so why.

Yours on very thin ice,

'DD'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Brian' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

'The Fairy Knight' wrote:
>Actually, that sounds perfectly natural to me!  Of course, I am
>pagan and so the idea of hell is a little strange to me.  Oh
>well, "To Each Their Own".

>What traditions have you examined?  I am trying to find one that is
>more or less supportive of the GL mentality, and the closest I can
>come is a few that are indifferent or so distasteful that I would
>never touch them with a ten foot pole!  If I can't find one, I am
>tempted to start one. Perhaps the worship of Persephone or Soules
>Meta (the daughter of the Sun, portrayed as a child.  Was the lover
>of the moon god till her mother found out and cut his face with a
>sickle and banished him from her presence).

Not many so far, the local ones I've read about and checked
seem to be very cliquey and generally unwelcoming of new
members, and a single minor misstep seems to be final for
them.  It's supposed to be a lifestyle for all, not another
in-group thing IMHO.  Universities should be a perfect
recruiting ground with the level of dissatisfaction among
the youth with mainstream religion, but there wasn't a sign
of them at the one I attended.  Funnily enough, the Atheist
and Christian notice-boards there were right next to each
other so you can imagine the fun that caused with constant
raids on each others notice-boards.  I can't believe some
Pagan group didn't take the opportunity to advertise on the
Atheist board and hold services in full view, the University
wouldn't have given a damn.  They allowed the Atheists to
carry out a public "Sinnathon" where they committed every
Sin they could in as short a time as possible.  :-)

--

'Easy Rider' wrote:

>I see nothing ridiculous about wanting to protect >yourself
>from society, which has, I might add, the >power to ruin
>your life.  I suppose it's ok to have >a cavalier attitude
>about this stuff if you have >nothing to lose.  But if one
>has a family, a good >job, the loss of which will cause
>hardship in one's >life,  or perhaps the prospects of a job
>which >require one to undergo fingerprinting and a
>background >check, such as most jobs working with kids
>require, >then one would be stupid to risk it all for an
>addiction.  Of course, if one hangs clothing in a
>department store, has no family to worry about and >is only
>concerned about himself, and has no fear, >or for that
>matter, clue, about consequences, >then by all means, keep
>enjoying....

If you want to read about it ruining peoples lives, check
out this news report:

http://www.apbnews.com/cjprofessionals/behindthebadge/2000/04/22/
deputyporn0422_01.html

This poor cop's wife reported what she found on his computer
to his co-workers, who spent the whole afternoon informing
every police dept in the area.  Goodbye family, Goodbye
career, goodbye friends, hello Jail.

I wouldn't mind viewing consenting-looking child porn so
much, if niggling thoughts didn't come to mind like "that's
the worst thing you can possibly download..." There're
enough problems in my life at the moment without the kind of
non-stop stress people have described here in ASGL-L from
just possessing it.

I've heard several ex-convicts comment on child porn, things
like: "You do NOT... want to go to Jail for Child porn",
(his emphasis, not mine) And in conversation with another
ex-con: "What's the worst thing someone can possibly go to
Jail for?"  "Child molestation" "Wouldn't being a Cop be
worse?"  "No, they stick together in prison so they're
alright." [...] He told me how people like that automatically
go to protective custody where nobody can get to them, but the
Police still set them up for bashings on the way to and from
court.  "On the way *to* court?  That's not very subtle" I
said.  "The Cops don't care, they just say he got bashed in
prison" he replied.

Hearing things like this convince me that if someone's going
to get into real child porn, they have to be aware of the
need for absolute data security at all times.  Compulsively
empty the trash can and encode all files, BC-Wipe the drive
regularly with all wiping options on, use PGP keys with NO
corresponding decode key anywhere on the machine, that sort
of thing.  Not forgetting to securely delete the backup
key files that PGP makes in its program files directory.  And
don't store the private PGP key in the house, car, work computer,
bank safety deposit box or especially the work locker.  I've
heard that's one of the first places cops look.

--

>>She was perfect, intelligent, friendly and
>>gorgeous. Neither she nor her parents
>>seemed to mind that her intoxicatingly beautiful
>>breasts were being displayed to whomever cared
>>to glance down her top.

>I love when that happens.  At moments like that you can look
>at a girl with unabashed desire, and know that she welcomes
>it, wants it.  She consciously offers you the view of her
>bare breasts.  You consciously accept that, and make it clear
>by your staring, that you find her beautiful and desirable.
>A moment of true intimacy.

So do I, some definitely relish the attention.  I once saw a
young girl flashing her panties to a boy as she walked down
the road.  We made eye contact, and I smiled and nodded to
her to let her know I approved, so she smiled and flashed me
too!  I wasn't complaining.  :-) Out in public like that,
she couldn't have been safer and she knew it.

Recently I bought a digital camera to play with in my spare
time, and occasionally use a photogenic young relation as a
model to practise with.  She loves seeing the picture
immediately, and she's fun to photograph out on the beach
and around and about.  A few months ago she and a same
age friend were posing on a vehicle for a photo, when
both hitched up their dresses and lifted their hips up to
give me a better view.  I refused to take that photo, even
though they asked me to, and told them to put their dresses
back down.  A witness congratulated me on refusing, saying
I'd have instantly got a bad name if I'd done that.

--

'Ex Astris' wrote:
>To 'Brian:' I can fully relate to your disenchanted view of
>religion as a result of the hellfire doctrine.  There is absolutely
>no logic in a God who is defined as the epitomy of love, and yet
>who punishes perpetually for just a short lifespan of wrongdoing.  I
>will not go into the reasons why I reject this view, as this is not
>an appropriate forum for such discussion.  But what I've discovered
>in my extensive historical studies, is that the majority of
>mainstream religious doctrines originated during the European dark
>ages.

I've come to the same conclusion from the little material
there is on the topic.  It's not something mainstream
religion likes to dwell on, when doctrines became accepted
and how they've been misused.  Fear is NO proper inducement
for any religion worth its salt IMHO, it should give
guidelines and advice for life, not literally scare you to
death of what should be an accepted part of life.  Death
oriented teaching really bothers me.  The Odinist religion /
movement hammers away at that theme constantly and how
Europe was effectively strangled by religion at the time.  I
like their viewpoint, I think I'd have liked being a Viking
even if it was a short and brutish lifestyle.  At least
there you knew where you stood, unlike today.

--

>Also regarding the child-porn issue.  Yes, it is surprising how easy
>it is to find it.  I do avoid the stuff myself, and when recently I
>happen across some, I immediately informed about it.  Some here may
>jump on me for this, but as a matter of conscience, I felt the need
>to do it.

It scares me too, it really does.  Our Internal Affairs dept
often says there's a very high chance of being caught
downloading it, but recent cases make me wonder.  Gary
Glitter had allegedly collected over 4000 files, but didn't get
caught till the silly boy took his computer in for repair.  A
teacher up north recently got caught the same way.  Repair
shops routinely have a nose through people's machines it
seems.  From what little the papers have said, the ones who
get picked up seem to be IRC traders and people going from
site to site searching for it.  I get the impression ISPs
have lists of known sites where that material is to be found
and search their proxy servers for known filenames.  But
that's the thing, *You just don't know* what's safe, and of
course they're not going to tell you what isn't.  It just
isn't worth it.

A couple years ago I went to a site on a list of "free movie
downloads", assuming it would be just another adult site with
samples.  I should've guessed from the name of the directory
it linked to, but I downloaded a movie before realising what
it was.  When I saw what I'd downloaded, I instantly killed
the file, the Internet cache and History folder.  Then to
save my arse, I e-mailed the site that unknowingly linked to
the other site, then went and reported it as well, making sure
I kept the resulting correspondence in my Inbox and Sent boxes,
then waited for an unpleasant visit by the Police.  They never
came, but I sweated for weeks.  I never want to go through
that again!

--

'Tsarevitch' wrote:

>My academic college career is too falling out of the sky like a
>broken down, neglected satellite.  I will be falling 2 courses
>short of a BA!  But I hate school so much ... to finish!  Too
>overwhelming!

That sucks alright... Knowing what that's like, its
definitely not something to be wished on anyone.  After
bombing out of my degree two years in a row, I came
under the provision that prevented me re-enrolling at
University for a year.  Not long after I started manual work
in a completely unrelated field with a great bunch of
people, and a few months ago put all my coursework and notes
out for the paper recycler.  I just didn't see any point
hanging onto what had become a bad memory.

>Is there any jobs like elementary school masseuse?  What can one
>do without any talents, and without a degree these days that
>doesn't involve the trite "Would you like fries with that?"
>question.  Is there any legitimate/legal lg/gl marketable business
>or am I praying for chocolate rain, (something that will never
>happen).

Playground repairman?  :-) A long-time unemployed friend
worked as a Teacher's Aid or something like that for several
years before getting a job in the computer industry.  He had
lonely girls constantly chatting with the only adult who
paid them attention.  I'd love to work in a movie theatre
complex, the Cinemas here have a continual stream of
delectable young girls visiting them, a good percentage of
whom don't seem to know the meaning of 'modest' in their
clothing.  Tight t-shirts (without bras!), see through t-
shirts, exercise bras and tight pants seem to be everyday
clothing for many.  It's a GL paradise!

--

Is the former 'Flower' from NZ on this list?

I've been thinking about the 'Alice Day' concept, and I like
the idea of a series of t-shirts with "Alice Day" and
various starlets to choose from dimly visible in soft focus.
Everyone would think its a Rock performer t-shirt till they
look closer.  I'll take an Anna Paquin, an Ariana Richards,
and a Chelsea Clinton.  (Grin!)

'Brian'
---------------------------------------------------------





'Cindy' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

'Cindy' wrote:
> One thing bothers me about your newsletter,
> and has for a long time.  You write: "ends" when
> it ends.  I see the point, but I almost cry every time
> I see that.  Would you think about not putting "ends"
> there, and just putting a drawing of a little girl
> or some flowers, or something "little girlish",
> or a little girl in a flower meadow or something?
>
> Just a thought on how to improve things.....
>
> 'Cindy'

'Ianthe' responded:
> ends (slowly, softly, surrounded by cute pink ponies
>skipping around through in a shower of rose-petals) ;)

You can imagine my shock when I saw that!  I wrote it to
YOO, Ianthe, and never thought it would get here!!!  :)
My next request: NOW DRAW IT!!!!!  :D

If Ianthe won't, c'mon!  Some of you artist types!!!
DRAW!!!  :) Submit it to Ianthe!  Wait, even better, submit
it to Ianthe to PUT IN HERE!  Let EVERYONE pick the one they
like best!!!  :) The one with the most votes wins!  :)

  [ Why draw ?  Metacreation's Poser 4 includes a 3D horse
    model, posable too! :) ]

--

On a sadder note, being a pedophile all alone is REALLY
depressing!  Isn't there SOMEWAY we can meet on the Web, or
something?  [ It's called ASGL-L. Ed. :) ] Every oppressed
minority BUT US has a support group!  Depressed -- support group,
over eating?  -- support group, religious teachings of all kinds,
EVERY GROUP BUT US has a support group!  I *GOTTA* talk to other
pedophiles.  I can't *STAND* this isolation much more!!!!!  :"(

--

'K' asked:
>Cindy - Cindy are you really female?

Answer:  Only on the inside (sigh), only on the inside -- a
REAL LITTLE GIRL, age 4!  :D

'Cindy!'  :D
---------------------------------------------------------




'Dalderious' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

> Maybe it's just me, but the idea of a vindictive
> entity who throws his failed creations into
> everlasting torment for little reason really really
> bothers me.  That's one of the big things
> that's making me explore the Pagan and Wiccan
> religions.  Death is supposed to be a part of life,
> it shouldn't be something to be afraid of 'in case
>something nasty happens'.

I am very tempted to go into depth here, but I will not,
partly for this list is not for discussions about religion,
and partly for the emotions that may ensue.

Since this was a reply to my mentioning "burning in Hell
forever", I will reply, that I do believe in Hell.  But that
it is not forever.  I think only some believe Hell is forever,
and even in Christianity, Luther already took a stand.

Now, I mentioned Hell out of apathy, and look what followed.
I think Lord Ianthe needs to censor me more.  :-)

--

> [...] I used to work in a pre-school as a volunteer, and
> today I met the mother of one of the children and
>another one with her grandmother.  It has been
> several months, but I was told on both occasions that
> the child in question still talks about me
> favourably.  That warmed my heart no end.  Maybe its a
> good omen ;)

Not entirely like your story, but you reminded me.

I once saw a young lad studying.  I sat down to help him and
it worked out quite well.  When we finished, he thanked me.
I ought to see him when I go on holiday again, and I am
hoping to help him once again.

On another note, I once was baby sitting for a baby.  It was
a nice summer day and I went outside in the shade.  I sat
there and read holding him on my lap, while he fell asleep.
It made me feel great.

--

'Easy Rider' wrote:
> On the other hand, I have to say who of us does not
> love the view of an lg's nude body?  They are the
> most beautiful creations on earth, and I could feast
> my eyes on them without ever getting bored.

Speak for yourself. I abhor all nudes, including children.
I don't care what other people like. If they want to
appreciate the unclad, let them carry the word of Nature's
beauty, but please do not assume that we all have the same
tastes.

For me, clothed young ladies are nice.  A girl in tight
jeans does more for me then any nude can.  But I dare not
share my fantasies.  :-) Others are treats, but nudes are
not my type.

--

I wonder what the readership here is for different people.
Considering Ianthe's report of how many receive this list,
and seeing how many actually post to it, is it that the rest
read everyone's post?  Do they (read: you) read just a few
people's posts?  Or do they just use ASGL-L as their minimal
duties of being a paedophile?

--

Alas, time has yet passed again, making the present past,
the future present, the distant closer, and the past a
fading memory.

Over the past couple of weeks things have happened.  Not
necessarily out of the ordinary, but as usual, I must free
my memory into my living diary, my source of (imagined)
comfort, my friends who read ASGL-L.

I had some time with Rachel again.  Quite a bit of time,
though no contiguous slice lasting for more than a few
minutes with us alone.  She was with a friend/cousin
(couldn't quite get it straight from her) and both seemed to
enjoy my presence.

She was wearing a dress that I didn't recognize, so I asked
her if it was a new dress.  I expected her to go on about it
and ask me if I liked it (as she did one time past) so I
could compliment her.  Yes her, not the dress.  She could
even make rags seem so beautiful they would be fit for a
queen.  To my dismay she debated me on it, asked me why I
thought it was new and so on.  She wasn't angry or even
uncomfortable, but her reply perplexed me.

Further, when we were talking about my brother, as she had
thought a person who interrupted us to be, I mentioned that
since he was, I had to talk to him even if it meant ignoring
her, as I had done.  This was my first step towards an
apology.  She just gave me a weird look like I was mad for
mentioning it in the first place.

Just about the last thing I did with her that day, she came
to sit where I was sitting.  We were talking silliness, and
the few nearby thought I was just entertaining her by being
aloof.  Although not the intended meaning, but, 'Ignorance
is bliss'.  :-) Her sister and brother-in-law were nearby
and they came over.  Her sister has seen me more than once
talking to Rachel, and I usually walk away as soon as she
comes.  Just as she came this time, Rachel was leaning over
and started to rest her head on my lap.  I would have loved
this *had this come at any other time*.  Her sister started
whispering to her husband, so I pretended to feel
uncomfortable.  They told her she shouldn't do that, she
softly countered.  I left.  When she saw me later I heard
her call out "You're back".  Afraid of who else might be
there I pretended to ignore her, whilst hoping that she'd
run to me.

At one point (earlier then the aforementioned) she and her
friend came over to me.  Rachel asked me if her cheeks were
red.  In order to give me a better look they both look up at
me.  I don't remember the friend well, but I think she did
the same as Rachel.  Rachel, I remember vividly.  She was
directly in front of me, head perpendicular to her beautiful
body, looking up at me.  Lips somewhat closed, and a
beautiful smile.  I was but a small distance from her.  The
moment gripped me.  Here I was in perfect position to drop
slightly and kiss the lovely young maiden.  If none else
were around, I cannot say what I would have done.
Unfortunately, people were around, so my response to the
moment had to wait for my dreams.

--

This doesn't make any sense, but I'll try my hand at the
latest ASGL-L fad:

 Ah!  the moment of sheer bliss, That moment when I gave you
 a kiss, The moment your lips so brightly shone, The moment
 that I called you my own.

 Oh, young maiden who has turned eight, My desire for you has
 grown of late, To kiss and hold, to laugh and cry, And yet
 held back by passers by.

 If only, if only, if only I could, I swear my life, I
 certainly would, To make your life one of bliss, All will
 start with that one kiss.

--

There is more that has transpired.  I am afraid to post it
right now for fear of length.  So I'll post it soon in
another admisssion, and see what Lord Ianthe does.

Is there a rule or measure to follow when posting?

'Dalderious'
---------------------------------------------------------



'Rational' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!!!!!!!!  Rational speaking... after months of...
being really lost...

I will explain as brief as I can I can't believe this but
now I'm happy for it...

A few months ago, I had a rather disturbing dream.  In it, I
was in late 97- early 98.  In that time I was at an Open
school in the afternoons, while in the mornings I taught
English in the elementary school I had attended when I was a
kid (That was why I re-encountered my great friend B. and
especially my great love D.). OK, today I sometimes regret
having taken Open school since I lost a part of my teenage
for that, that is why I have few friends (if any) from those
years, obviously that includes girlfriends my age and all
you can imagine.  Some people might attribute that era my
rather unhealthy like for alcohol, but that goes later.

Well, in that nightmare, as I was talking to D.  when she
arrived to the classroom first after PE class, I could
realise our relationship had somehow turned intimate.  Then,
after my three classes I was called to Headmaster's office,
where I was told I was known to have (had sex with D.)  and
now police was there to get me arrested.  I don't have lucid
dreams too often (ironically, I have dreamed not-lucid
dreams in which I do ask myself if it is a dream, to
conclude that it is reality), but I have always been capable
to force me to wake up in a nightmare (I'm a chicken to my
own nightmares).  Well, I was really trying to wake up, but
I was not being able to.  I was handcuffed and all that and
cops were already talking of me as a kiddy-rapist and we
went to P.D. and when case-sheet was being filled, suddenly,
as they were saying "...the victim is 8yo D."  she appeared,
her eyes buried in tears and a face I can't describe with
words or anything.  I woke up with the feeling of having
faced death and saved... barely.

From then on I seriously doubted my paedophile vocation.  I
started believing that though it would never be my
intention to harm a child, sometime or another I would, even
without touching her (or him).  I doubted of everything I
had thought about my pedophilia and, through that, I
doubted of all my concepts of beauty, love and sex as trying
to convince my feelings to be fully straight.  I had a few
reasons for that, namely, a girl my age for whom I fell even
before that dream (and I'm still in love with.  I'll call
her U.). The point is, I was trying to force myself to be
someone I can't be.  And I can see the consequence.  I drank
more in an attempt to forget that for any real enjoying of
it, and I have been in the edge of becoming alcoholic for
three years, but always finding some pleasure not just an "I
gotta" feeling.  My approaches to U.  were plain stupid like
I really didn't wanna get her.  Even my school grades seemed
to fall, well my last Statistics exam was a C instead of the
normal A I got, and not really because I didn't know.

I even stopped looking at online paedophile pages.  I love
all the ones I know - which aren't many - and visit them
rather often.  Well, indeed I nearly stopped surfing internet
except for my free email accounts.  I deleted most of ASGL-L
postings without reading them but never really had the
desire to unsubscribe (thank God) and maybe even I answered
some, I mean, the few times I read them I asked myself
whether following what I felt or putting all child-love
aside and leaving GL way of life.  But, in the end, of
course I could survive.  I found relief in God.  I found
relief in my friends, many of them, in one way or another,
whether they know or not that I am a paedophile (though I
told none that this crisis had to do with it).  I found
relief in girls, of course.  I found new inspiring ideas in
U. and in a girl I knew, she is my age and an early-teen
loving lesbian (well, she's bi 85% lesbian)and extremely
intelligent.  I found relief in B. too.  I found fresh
water to drink, I found that alcohol again was a pleasure
not an "i gotta"... I re-found life.  And I decided that if
God made me a paedophile (70% only) he would like me to
enjoy it.  And whenever I find a pretty lg I would see her
and even a second would be the best moment in my life if I
enjoy her beauty for that moment.

So, that's the story.

And now I'm fully decided: I want to remain paedophile
forever, and I will continue reading and writing here and
visiting FP and any girl-loving page and I will love kids
especially *little girls* all my life, and still, I will
continue to be a better person everyday.  And I know I can.

That's why I'm happy now.

BTW, last Saturday, I mean Sat. 15 I saw a photo in which,
just coincidentally, D.  appears when she was 6... She is
and always was as beautiful... (did I tell you?  She's now
11 and already developing little lovely titties.  Maybe I
preferred to have her flat and 8yo forever but she is still
the greatest girl on earth... to me at least.

Oh, I also saw this Sunday this girl which I knew a lot of
time ago when she was just 2.  She was cute for the time but
I didn't fancy her (my lower limit is around 4-5).  Well now
she is... no, not 10, well I think she's about 8 and she is
now such a brown-eyed blonde cutie....

You see, now I am enjoying life again.

'Rational' (and Emotional)
---------------------------------------------------------




'Sihme' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

 Kirillov wrote:
>"we need to take some small step towards unravelling that
>unfortunate and ubiquitous chain of associations:
>paedophile ==> child molester ==> sick, creepy old guy."

While in the long run it would probably be good
to have all those stereotypes undone, I find that these days
they tend to work for me rather than against. Since I'm not
a creepy looking old guy, people seem not to suspect me, at
least as far as I can tell.  And hell, it's not like my mind
isn't full of prejudice and generalisation - as soon as I
hear 'gay' I immediately think of queen-y guys, and 'lesbian'
instantly conjures a spiky-haired, boiler-suited,
shoulder-padded, ball-breaking womyn.

Regarding my comments on Dimples and his child-porn. It wasn't
so much that Dimples decided not to look at child-porn, or not
download it, or whatever, but more the attitude that I detected
gave the impetus for such a decision. Whenever, for any reason,
I detect what I feel to be weakness, it really irks me!
Mainly, it's because I've noticed myself behave this way at
times, and I hate it and wish I could eradicate it.

Dimples' 'resolution' to not d/l any more porn, although on
the outset sounding like a firm decision to curtail
dangerous behaviour, in reality (er..MY reality hehe) it's a
cop-out!  I didn't mean to suggest that anyone who doesn't
look at child-porn is a wuss. I guess if I had more to lose
I might beef-up my paranoia levels. Just don't be so weak
about it! You have the right to look at whatever it is you
fancy, in my opinion. It's something worth fighting for!
You have the right to look at, smile at, talk to and play
with children - so don't ever feel otherwise, or you might
start stooping, or something :)

Nevertheless, I hope all you Northern Hemispherians are
enjoying your now warming weather.

'Sihme'
---------------------------------------------------------




'The Fairy Knight' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

I received this small story, and it strongly touched me.
There is so much pain in the world, the only ones who
really seem to see past it are the children we all love
so much.

They see the simple things, they understand how to laugh
even in the face of trial.  I have myself watched children
live happily in great adversity.  The only trial that I have
ever seen weigh down a child's spirit is when no one seems to
care for them.  Anyway, enough.  On with the story...

--

A SANDPIPER TO BRING YOU JOY...   By Robert Peterson

She was six years old when I first met her on the
beach near where I live.  I drive to this beach, a
distance of three or four miles, whenever the world begins
to close in on me.  She was building a sandcastle or
something and looked up, her eyes as  blue as the sea.
"Hello," she said.  I answered with a nod, not really in
the mood to bother with a small child.  "I'm building,"
she said.  "I see that.  What is it?"  I asked, not
caring.  "Oh, I don't know, I just like the feel of sand."
That sounds good, I thought, and slipped off my shoes.  A
sandpiper glided by.  "That's a joy," the child said.
"It's a what?"  "It's a joy.  My mama says sandpipers come
to bring us joy."  The bird went gliding down the beach.
"Good-bye joy," I muttered to myself, "hello pain,"
and turned to walk on.  I was depressed; my life seemed
completely out of balance.  "What's your name?"  She
wouldn't give up.  "Robert," I answered.  "I'm Robert
Peterson."  "Mine's Wendy... I'm six."  "Hi, Wendy."  She
giggled.  "You're funny," she said.   In spite of my
gloom I laughed too and walked on.  Her musical giggle
followed me.  "Come again, Mr... P," she called.  "We'll
have another happy day."   The days and weeks that
followed belonged to others: a group of unruly Boy Scouts,
PTA meetings, and an ailing mother.  The sun was shining
one morning as I took my hands out of the dishwater.  "I
need a sandpiper," I said to myself, gathering up my coat.
The ever-changing balm of the seashore awaited me.  The
breeze was chilly, but I strode along, trying to
recapture the serenity I needed.  I had forgotten the
child and was startled when she appeared.   "Hello, Mr...
P," she said.  "Do you want to play?"  "What did you have
in mind?"  I asked, with a twinge of annoyance.  "I don't
know, you say."  "How about charades?"  I asked
sarcastically.  The tinkling laughter burst forth again.
"I don't know what that  is."   "Then let's just walk."
Looking at her, I noticed the delicate fairness of her
face.  "Where do you live?"  I asked.  "Over there."  She
pointed toward a row of summer cottages.  Strange, I
thought, in winter.  "Where do you go to school?"  "I
don't go to school.  Mommy says we're on vacation."
She chattered little girl talk as we strolled up the
beach, but my mind was on other things.  When I left for
home, Wendy said it had been a happy day.  Feeling
surprisingly better, I smiled at her and agreed.   Three
weeks later, I rushed to my beach in a state of near
panic.  I was in no mood to even greet Wendy.  I thought I
saw her mother on the, porch and felt like demanding she
keep her child at home.   "Look, if you don't mind," I
said crossly when Wendy caught up with me, "I'd rather be
alone today."  She seems unusually pale and out of breath.
"Why?"  she   asked.  I turned to her and shouted,
"Because my mother died!"  and thought, "My God, why was I
saying this to a little child?"  "Oh," she said quietly,
"then this is a bad day."  "Yes," I said, "and yesterday
and the day before and-oh, go away!"  "Did it hurt?  " she
inquired.  "Did what hurt?"  I was exasperated with her,
with myself.  "When she died?"  "Of course it hurt!"  I
snapped, misunderstanding, wrapped up in myself.  I strode
off.  A month or so after that, when I next went to the
beach, she wasn't there.  Feeling guilty, ashamed and
admitting to myself I missed her, I went up to the cottage
after my walk and knocked at the door.  A drawn looking
young woman with honey-colored hair opened the door.
"Hello," I said.  "I'm Robert Peterson.  I missed your
little girl today and wondered where she was."  "Oh yes,
Mr... Peterson, please come in.  Wendy spoke of you so
much.  I'm afraid I allowed her to bother you.  If she was
a nuisance, please, accept my apologies."   "Not at
all-she's a delightful child," I said, suddenly realizing
that I meant what I had just said.  "Wendy died last week,
Mr... Peterson.  She had leukemia.  Maybe she didn't tell
you."  Struck dumb, I groped for a chair.  I had to catch
my breath.   "She loved this beach; so when she asked to
come, we couldn't say no.  She seemed so much better here
and had a lot of what she called happy days.  But the last
> few weeks, she declined rapidly...Her voice faltered,
"She left something for you... if only I can find it.
Could you wait a moment while I look?"  I nodded stupidly,
my mind racing for something, to say to this lovely young
woman.  She handed me a smeared envelope, with MR... P
printed in bold childish letters.  Inside was a drawing in
bright crayon hues-   a yellow beach, a blue sea, and a
brown bird.   Underneath was carefully printed:   A
SANDPIPER TO BRING YOU JOY.   Tears welled up in my eyes
and a heart that had almost forgotten to love opened wide.
I took Wendy's mother in my arms.  "I'm so sorry, I'm so
sorry, I'm so sorry," I muttered over and over, and we
wept  together.   The precious little picture is framed
now and hangs in my study.  Six words - one for each year
of her life - that speak to me of harmony, courage, and
undemanding love.  A gift from a child with sea-blue eyes
and hair the color of sand - who taught me the gift of
love.

NOTE:   This is a true story. It serves as a reminder to
all of us that we need to take time to enjoy living and
life and each other.  "The price of hating other human
beings is loving oneself less."  Life is so complicated,
the hustle and bustle of everyday traumas can make us lose
focus about what is truly important or what is only a
monetary setback or crisis.  This weekend, be sure to
give your loved ones an extra hug, and by all means, take
a moment ... even if it is only ten seconds, to stop and
smell the roses.

--

Hope, peace, and joy be with thee always, my friends.

'The Fairy Knight'
---------------------------------------------------------




'aR' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------

Just in passing, in case of any interest..

I've been listening to a lot of Adrian Belew lately - desire
of the rhino king, mr music head, young lions.  Chrissy
Hynde - legalise me - off viva el amor - 1999.  And tonight
I came across Ian Anderson (i had an aqualung poster on my
wall the night i was arrested) and the lyrics to a solo
album called the secret language of birds - quote attached.

How come nobody seems to talk about current musicians?  I
hear art and film and literature a lot, but seldom music...

Belew's lone rhino (half of which was re-released on Desire)
starts with a serendipitous piano/guitar duet with his
daughter, Audie, four (I think) at the time, and continues
with a whole collection of pieces that I have managed to
read an entire philosophy into.  The first cut on music head
is another duet (oh daddy) with Audie, now twelve (don't
hold your breath cause it will make you blue) and another
collection of delightful lyrics, my favourite of which is
'one of those days' - in which god decides that it's time to
let the little people have their salad days.  On young lions
the title cut is well worth attention, and features two cuts
with David Bowie - 'pretty pink rose' and 'gun man', both of
which seem, to me, to be about as clear as it gets...

 What's a father to do with all these school less injuns
 running in circles around the wagons?

 What's a father to do with all these monster bills hanging
 around my neck on a sad sunday?

'aR'


THE LITTLE FLOWER GIRL

 Down at the church the flower girl sits.  Legs innocent,
 apart.  I make the picture puzzle fit to start your heart.
 Painted sister stopped beside.  A word upon her saintly lip.
 Perhaps admonishing the child inside the open slip.

 I don't know where she might go when she runs home at night.
 It's for the best: I wouldn't rest when I turned out the
 light.  No little flower girl singing in my troubled
 dream---- just an old man's model in a pose from a magazine.

 I have touched that face a dozen times before.  And I have
 let my pencil run.  Laid down washes on a foreign shore,
 under a hot and foreign sun.  My best sable brushes drift
 the soft inside of her arm.  Her chin I tilt, her breasts I
 lift.  I mean no harm.

 I close the door.  She is no more until the next appointed
 hour.  Northeastern light push back the night: painted
 promises in store.  No little flower girl singing in my
 troubled dream---- just an old man's model in a pose from a
 magazine.

 Down at the church my flower girl sits.  Legs innocent,
 apart.  I make the picture puzzle fit to start your heart.
 My golden sable brushes drift the soft inside of her arm.
 Her chin I tilt, her breasts I lift.  I mean no harm.  I
 mean no harm.  I mean................

 Ian Anderson - _the secret life of birds_

ends (not)
-------------------------------------------------------------




ends (nibbled gently by fluffy baby bunnies)

